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TINCTURE  =  STANDARDS. 

We  have  had  Mr.  F.  W.  Fletcher's  table  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  of  January  26,  1901,  reprinted  upon  a  card  with  eye- 
lets and  string  tor  hanging  in  the  laboratory  or  at  the  dispensing- 
counter,  and  will  send  a  copy  to  anyone  who  sends  us  four  penny 
stamps. 

GOOD   FOR  ADVERTISING  IN. 

An  extra  circulation  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  March  9 
will  be  made  to  the  merchant  shippers  of  the  United  Kingdom 
who  do  business  with  colonial  and  foreign  houses  in  exporting 
druggists'  goods  of  all  kinds.  The  object  of  this  issue  is  to  bring 
those  merchant  shippers  directly  into  touch  with  manufacturers 
and  wholesalers.  Hitherto  it  has  accomplished  that  object 
admirably,  and  wo  strongly  recommend  all  enterprising  firms  to 
have  a  good  advertisement  in  next  week's  C.  d-  D.  Space  should 
be  secured,  and  copy  supplied  to  the  Publisher,  42  Cannon 
Street,  E.G.,  not  later  than  Tuesday,  March  5. 


The  origin  of  Becquerel  rays  is  told  on  p.  360. 

The  etymology  of  "  Kibe  "  is  dealt  with  on  p.  357. 

Mention  of  marmalades  as  galenicals  is  made  on  p.  361. 

The  Methods  ot  "  square  "  government  are  criticised  on 
p.  368. 

We  refer  to  the  matter  of  advertising  by  dentists  in  an  article 
on  p.  358. 

Mr.  Reid  gives  his  views  on  what  Mr.  Gifford  calls  funda- 
mentals (p.  363). 

The  In'augubal  Dinner  of  the  Barnsley  Chemists'  Association 
was  held  last  week  (p.  355). 

An  Apprentice  a'o  Newton  Abbott  has  recovered  IOC/,  damagas 
from  his  apprentice-master  (p.  351'. 

Mb.  C.  J.  Hewlett,  the  veteran  partner  of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son,  is  dead  (p.  352). 

Xr.^yser  thinks  the  anti-oonsumption  crusade  is  being  carried 
on  on  intelligent  and  moderate  lines  (p.  357). 

Mr.  John  Rutherford  Hill  is  the  latest  Reynoldsian  con- 
tribution to  our  collection  of  Pharmaceutical  Fauna  (p.  356). 

Sir  William  Roberts-Austen  gave  a  brilliant  demonstra'ion 
of  the  use  of  metals  as  fuels  at  the  Royal  Institution  (p.  337). 

BIedical  Clubs  appear  to  be  a  fruitful  source  of  troubli'  in 
Northumberland,  Devon,  and  Warwickshire  (pp.  344  and  315). 

Quinine  is  the  feature  of  the  m.xrkets  this  week,  hiving  besn 
advanced  officially.  Citric  acid  is  dearer,  and  tartaric  acid  is  firmer 
(p.  370). 

A  Coroner's  jury  at  Teddington  is  of  opinion  that  chemists 
ought  to  state  the  dose  of  paregoric  elixir  each  time  they  sell  it 
(p.  345). 

Smart  sentences  have  been  passed  by  a  French  Court  upon  two 
men  for  imitating  the  trade-mark  of  Messrs.  John  Jakson  &  Cj. 
(p.  348). 

A  Bill  has  been  introduced  to  amend  the  Medical  Act  in 
regard  to  reciprocity  ot  qualifications  with  Greater  Britain 
(p.  366). 

The  North-East  London  Cor  nier  is  to  report  a  prescribing  laly- 
chemist  to  the  General  Medical  Council  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  (p.  315). 

The  Board  ot  Agriculture  Committee  recommends  that  a 
central  seed-testing  station  s'aould  be  provided  for  the  United 
Kingdom  (p.  344). 

Lord  Aveisury  has  succeeded  in  getting  the  Housa  of  Lords  to 
appoint  a  C5miiibte3  to  iujuira  into  the  queatio.i  of  shop-hours 
(pp.  360  and  363). 

Dr.  F.  Hoej'Mann  has  given  his  views  on  the  proper  form 
memorials  for  distinguished  pharmaceutical  workers  ought  to  talie. 
He  favours  the  medal  (p.  361). 

The  qualities  of  cream  of  tirtar  were  discussed  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  as  a  praliininary  to  an 
impromptu  discussion  (p.  362). 

The  unsatisfactory  state  in  which  the  recent  appeal  case  ot  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  White  has  left  the  poison-agency 
question  is  referred  to  on  p.  359. 

Poisonings  have  been  rife  during  the  past  week.  Ta-enty-two 
cases  have  been  reported,  and  scheduled  poisons  have  been 
employed  in  all  but  one  case  (p.  346;. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Divisional  Secretaries  under  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  new  scheme  was  held  at  Nevvcastle-on- 
Tyne.  Mr.  Harrison,  of  Sunderland,  was  present,  an!  was  busy 
at  question-time  (p.  351). 

A  Case  ot  some  importance  to  traders  with  foreign  firms  wa5 
heard  in  the  High  Court  this  week.  A  Liverpool  chemical  firm 
claimed  damages  from  a  firm  of  Hanover  chemical-manufacturers 
for  non-delivery  of  goods.  Mr.  Justice  Lawrance,  in  chambers, 
refused  to  set  aside  the  writ  and  service  out  of  the  jurisdiction. 
The  defendants  appealed  against  this  refusal,  and  the  appeal  has 
been  allowed  (p.  350), 

A  New  Book, 

We  have  reprinted  our  Diary  moaograph,  "  Opening  a  Pharmacy  " 
in  book  form,  uniform  as  to  binding  with  the  '  Art  of  Dispensing." 
The  price  is  Is.  net,  or  Is.  Id.  post  free.  It  is  a  most  useful  book' 
for  those  who  contemplate  starting  in  business  as  chemists  and 
druggists. 


344 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


March  2,  1901 


Stubent0*  Corner, 

Conducted  by  Richard  J.  Moss,  F.I.C.,  F.O.S. 


The  Tournament. 

THERE  has  been  a  re-shnffle  of  positions  this  month 
owing  to  the  lapse  of  two  competitors  who  have  been 
hitherto  faithful  and  persevering.  Neither  "  Karlachan  " 
nor  J.  E.  Jackson  appear  to  have  taken  part  in  the  compe- 
tition, the  results  of  which  were  given  in  last  week's  issue, 
therefore  a  considerable  shifting  is  noticeable,  and  one  or 
two  new  names  come  into  the  first  ten,  which  are  here  given 
in  their  order  of  merit : — "  Cwm  "  (485),  "  Integer  "  (464), 
J.  R.  Stott  (451),  W.  Maxwell  (450),  S.V.R.  (440),  "  Jegow  " 
(428).  "  Anilin "  (389),  S. A.M.  (385),  "  Loughlorne  (377), 
X.Y.Z.  (367). 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  "stayers"  maintain  their 
places  well,  but  the  final  result  still  appears  doubtful. 


Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
t }  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

A  ser^'ant-girl,  named  Frances  Meritt  (15),  has  been 
committed  for  trial  at  Winchester  Quarter  Sessions  on  a 
charge  of  attempting  to  poison  her  master's  family  with 
"  rodentium." 

A  verdict  of  accidental  death  from  poisoning  by  sulphur- 
etted hydrogen  has  been  returned  in  the  case  of  the 
young  man,  named  Moore,  who  died  after  inhaling  noxious 
f  umss  at  the  tar-distillery  of  Messrs.  Major  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Sculcoates,  Hull. 

At  Exmouth  Police  Court  on  February  23,  Alfred  Cecil 
Morton,  tea-taster,  was  committed  for  trial  at  the  Devon 
Quarter  Sessions,  on  a  charge  of  obtaining  money  by  false 
pretences  from,  amongst  others,  Mr.  Arthur  H.Toone,  chemist, 
of  Rolle  Street,  Exmouth. 

At  Bow  County  Court  on  February  20,  a  Mrs.  Wolf  was 
awarded  Zl.  3s.  bd.  damages  from  Mr.  W.  Faulkner,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Romford  Road,  Manor  Park.  Mrs.  Wolf  was 
about  to  enter  the  defendant's  establishment,  when  she 
slipped  on  the  concrete  of  the  forecourt,  and  fell.  The 
damages  were  for  medical  attendance. 

The  Atcham  Guardians,  who  have  persistently  discussed 
the  claims  of  Bovril  v.  Beef-tea  at  their  last  few  meetings, 
decided  on  February  18  that  the  use  of  Bovril  in  the  work- 
house should  not  be  discontinued  as  suggested  by  one  of  the 
members,  but  that  it  should  be  used  when  thought  neces- 
sary by  the  medical  officer,  in  the  Infirmary  only. 

At  the  Manchester  City  Police  Court  on  February  22' 
Mr.  Howard,  chemist.  Red  Banks,  the  grandfather  of  a  boy 
named  Thomas  Hartley  who  had  been  brought  up  by  the 
police  for  wandering  without  visible  means  of  subsistence, 
undertook  to  take  charge  of  the  lad,  whereupon  Hartley  was 
discharged. 

Alderman  Gibson,  chemist  and  druggist,  ex-Lord  Mayor 
of  Manchester,  the  well-known  manufacturer  of  medicated 
lozenges,  in  a  speech  at  the  City  Council  a  few  days  ago  in 
support  of  a  reduction  in  the  pnce  of  gas  to  the  citizens, 
said  that  twenty-five  years  ago  he  got  3s.  per  lb.  for  his 
lozenges,  while  to-day  he  was  glad  to  get  9d.  per  lb.,  although 
the  cost  of  production  was  the  same.  But  where  he  sold 
4  lbs.  then,  to-day  he  sold  4  tons. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Wilts  County  Council,  at  Trowbridge, 
last  week,  the  analyst's  report  for  the  quarter  ending 
December  last  showed  a  continuous  decline  in  the  adultera- 
tion of  samples  taken  for  analysis.    Special  instructions  had 


been  issued  to  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  inspectors,  and  a 
large  number  of  samples  of  beer,  jams,  sweets,  and  similar 
articles  of  food  had  been  sent  by  them  for  analysis,  bat  only 
one  sample  had  been  found  to  contain  arsenic. 

On  Saturday  evening,  February  23,  several  young  men 
visited  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  W.  Griffith,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Wellingborough  Road,  Northampton,  and  after  an 
altercation  with  him,  Mr.  Griffith  ordered  them  to  leave  the 
premises.  Upon  this  a  scuffle  took  place,  and  considerable 
damage  was  done  to  the  bottles  in  the  shop,  while  Mr. 
Griffith  himself  was  somewhat  severely  handled.  It  is 
stated  that  the  altercation  arose  from  a  social  matter  which 
is  likely  to  be  the  subject  of  legal  proceedings. 

A  Seed-testing  Station. 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  departmental  committee  presided 
over  by  the  Earl  of  Onslow,  to  inquire  into  the  conditions 
under  which  agricultural  seeds  are  at  present  sold,  has  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  seed  trade  in  England  is  on  the 
whole  well  conducted  and  has  of  late  years  improved  with 
the  advance  of  science.  Nevertheless  the  majority  of  the 
committee  recommend  that  one  central  station  should  be 
provided  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
the  purity  and  germinating  power  of  seeds  sent  to  it  for 
official  examination.  Two  members  of  the  departmental 
committee  dissented  from  this  decision. 

Arsenic  in  Foods. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Arsenical 
Poisoning  at  the  Westminster  Hotel  on  February  22,  evidence 
was  given  by  Dr.  C.  T.  Tattsrsall,  medical  officer  of  health 
for  Salford.  In  the  course  of  his  report  Dr  Tattersall  said 
chemical-manufacturers  as  well  as  retailers  should  be  bound 
to  labtl  the  presence  of  poison  in  all  their  products.  The 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ought  to  be  made  more  stringent. 
There  ought  also  to  be  a  stricter  law  as  to  the  notification  of 
disease.  There  should  also  be  a  special  investigation  on  an 
exhaustively  scientific  basis  of  all  foodstuffs.  Replying  to 
Dr.  Thorpe,  witness  said  the  connection  bstween  the  amyl 
alcohol  and  peripheral  neuritis  was  established  by  an  inquiry 
at  Manchester.  Large  doses  of  ethyl  alcDhol  were  required. 
He  was  inclined  to  think  whisky  produced  peripheral 
neuritis,  but  in  Manchester  beer  was  a  more  predominant 
cause.  There  was  no  difference  betwean  peripheral  neuritis 
and  alcoholic  neuritis. 

Medical  Clubs. 

The  demand  of  the  Northumberland  and  Newcastle 
Medical  Association  for  an  advance  of  threepence  per  fort- 
night in  medical-club  fees  has  resulted  in  the  Throckley 
miners  forming  a  medical  association  of  their  own.  Large 
numbers  have  joined  it,  and  a  doctor  has  been  engaged,  but 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  raise  the  subscriptions  to 
ninepence.  The  doctor  is  paid  a  fixed  salary,  whilst  the 
Association  provides  all  drugs.  In  the  Prudhoe  district, 
the  miners  have  not  been  so  successful  in  their  attempt  to 
form  a  medical  association.  Plenty  of  supporters  were 
secured,  but,  so  far,  they  have  been  unable  to  secure  a  doctor, 
and  it  looks  as  if  their  attempt  to  defeat  the  local  doctors 
will  fail. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  the  Exeter 
Dispensary  on  February  23,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  S.  Ward,  J  P.), 
alluding  to  the  rule  by  which  it  was  not  competent  for  the 
dispensary,  except  in  extraordinary  cases,  to  offer  relief  to 
members  of  sick-clubs,  said  there  was  an  increasing  number 
of  such  cases  coming  to  them,  and  the  applicants  told  them 
that  although  they  were  club  members  they  were  not  entitled 
to  receive  such  medicines  as  the  medical  men  advised  them 
were  indispensable  to  their  cure.  He  (Mr.  Ward)  did  not 
want  to  say  anything  in  censure  of  clubs,  but  it  appeared  to 
him  that  where  working  men  were  encouraged  to  make  pay- 
ments to  those  clubs  in  order  that  in  times  of  sickness  they 
might  obtain  medical  attendance  and  medicines,  if  such 
payments  were  not  adequate  to  provide  them  with  the  most 
suitable  medicines,  then  an  alteration  in  the  club  rules 
should  be  made  to  remedy  that  state  of  things.  At  present 
the  poor  people  were  thrown  back  on  the  dispensary,  which 
either  had  to  refuse  them  the  medicines  they  required  or  to 
provide  costly  drugs  the  provision  of  which  was  presumably 
provided  by  the  clubs  in  another  direction. 
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Allegations  of  Thieving. 

On  February  22  burglars  broke  into  the  premises  of  Mr. 
T.  C.  Holford,  chemist  and  dentist,  High  Street,  Stratford. 
They  obtained  an  entrance  by  climbing  a  drainpipe  and 
getting  through  a  windoA'.  They  then  apparently  made 
Iheir  way  downstairs ;  but  were  evidently  disturbed,  and 
beat  a  hasty  retreat,  as  in  getting  away  they  either  fell  or 
trod  on  the  glass  roof  of  a  doorway,  smashing  the  glass  to 
pieces. 

A  man  named  Thomas  Harvey  was  charged  on  Febru- 
ary 22,  at  Grays,  with  stealing  five  50-lb.  cases  of  extract  of 
beef,  the  property  of  the  Armour  Company,  Tilbury  Docks. 
The  extract,  which  was  valued  at  751.,  was  missed  from  tlie 
Atlantic  liner  Mimichaha,  which  arrived  from  New  York  on 
Januaiy  16,  and  the  five  cases  were  found  by  the  police  at  a 
house  in  Gravesend,  where  the  accused  left  them  on  Feb- 
ruary 12.  The  prisoner  said  he  cauld  prove  where  he  got 
the  cases  from  if  he  was  allowed  bail.  The  police  opposed 
bail,  but  the  Bench  granted  it  and  remanded  the  man  for  a 
week. 

At  the  South-West  London  Police  Court,  Albert  Dexter 
Frettstone  (17),  was  charged  with  being  concerned  with 
Albert  March  in  breaking  into  two  shops  at  BatterseaRise — 
viz  ,  a  corn-chandler's  at  50,  and  the  shop  of  Mr.  Arthur  Davy, 
chemist,  at  17 — and  stealing  various  arliclfs,  valued  at  21^. 
The  evidence  showed  that  Daxter  on  the  night  of  the  theft 
broke  out  of  the  reformatory  where  he  had  been  for  two  years, 
and  to  which  he  afterwards  returned.  The  stolen  property 
was  found  in  his  possession,  and  the  Magistrate  adjourned 
the  cases  to  allow  an  official  from  the  reformatory  to  attend 
the  court.  As  a  result  of  the  adjourned  hearing  prisoners 
were  committed  for  trial. 

At  the  South-West  London  Police  Court  on  February  21, 
Maud  Romer  (26),  a  domestic  servant,  was  charged  with 
stealing  a  pair  of  opera-glasses,  belonging  to  Mr.  J.  B. 
Humble,  chemist  and  druggist,  190  Upper  Richmond  Road, 
Putney,  by  whom  she  had  been  employed.  The  prisoner 
alleged  that  she  took  the  opera-glasses  at  the  suggestion  of 
prosecutors  mother.  The  prosecutor  stated  that  his  mother 
was  unable  to  attend  the  court,  but  he  had  questioned  her 
about  prisoner's  allegations,  which  she  denied.  The  prisoner's 
antecedents  were  beyond  reproach,  and,  the  Magistrate 
refusing  t  j  convict,  the  case  was  adjourned  sine  die. 

Atmospheric  Gases. 
On  February  21  Professor  Norman  Collie,  F.R  S.,  delivered 
a  lecture  before  the  students  or  the  Liverpool  University 
College  on  "  Recent  Methods  of  Chemical-research."  The 
lecture  was  similar  to  the  one  which  the  professor  delivereil 
in  the  previous  week  to  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Associa- 
tion ((7.  ^-  D.,  February  23,  page  328). 

Fires. 

A  fire  broke  out  in  Crane  Court,  FJeei  Street,  E.G.,  on 
February  22,  and  amongst  the  suiferers  were  Messrs.  T. 
Roberts  &  Co.,  patent-medicine  proprietors. 

The  premiees  of  Messrs.  C.  Parker  &;  Co.,  acetic-acid  manu- 
facturers, at  718  Old  Ford  Road,  E  ,  caught  fire  on  Febru- 
ary 26,  and  the  top  floor  was  very  badly  damaged. 

The  premises  of  Messrs.  G.  Davis  &  Co.,  cocoanut-oil  manu- 
facturers, at  St.  Andrew's  Wharf,  West  Ferry  Road,  E  ,  burst 
into  flames  on  February  27,  and  serious  damage  was  can.sed. 

The  Dose  on  the  Label. 

A  three-year-old  child  named  Agnes  Hannah  Sharp, 
whose  parents  reside  at  Teddington,  was  given  a  dose  of 
paregoric  elixir,  which  had  been  purchased  at  a  local  phar- 
macy. The  next  morning  the  child  was  found  to  be  in  a 
comatose  condition,  and  she  died  without  rallying.  At  the 
inquest  on  February  19,  Dr.  Clarke  stated  that  death  was 
due  to  an  overdose  of  paregoric  elixir.  The  bottle  in  which 
the  elixir  was  sold  was  found  to  be  labelled  "  Poison,"  but 
the  jury,  in  returning  a  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  chemists  in  supplying  an  article 
of  this  kind  should  bo  cai-eful  to  prescribs  the  dose,  accord- 
ing to  the  age  of  the  child  or  person  for  whom  it  was 
required. 


The  Coroner  and  the  Lady  CLemiat. 

At  an  inquest  held  in  North-East  London  on  February  23 
on  the  body  of  a  child,  it  was  alleged  that  a  woman  named 
Jane  Toye,  who  keeps  a  chemist's  shop  in  Bonner  Street, 
Bethnal  Green,  had  prescribed  for  the  child.  Mrs  Toye, 
examined  by  the  Coroner,  admitted  that  she  kept  a  chemist's 
shop,  and  said  her  husband  had  b3en  dead  twelve  months, 
but  prior  to  that  was  unable  to  attend  to  the  business,  as  he 
was  insane.  The  Coroner  said  the  Act  of  Parliament  stated 
that  if  a  chemist  dies  his  widow  may  carry  on  the  business, 
but  how,  he  asked,  did  she  get  on  in  re^-ard  to  selling  medi- 
cines which  contained  poisons  ?  Mrs.  Toye  said  she  did  not 
sell  any  poisons.  She  kept  no  poison?  in  stock  She  had 
engaged  several  qualified  assistants,  bu,t  they  did  not  stay 
long,  as  they  evidently  did  not  like  the  neighbourhood.  The 
Coroner  told  the  woman  the  Act  was  fraited  in  order  that 
the  public  should  not  be  cheated  or  ran  the  risk  of  being 
poisoned,  and  his  duty  was  to  lay  tho  facts  before  the 
General  Medical  Council  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

At  the  Potteries. 

On  February  26  the  students  of  the  Imperial  College  of 
Pharmacy  visited  the  works  of  Messr.-.  Doulton  &  Co., 
Lambeth  Potteries.  They  were  much  interested  in  the 
methods  employed  for  moulding  the  white  clay  obtained 
from  Poole  and  the  ingenuity  employed  in  atfixing  the 
designs  by  cut  and  raised  line  plans,  an  1  £ring  and  glazing 
by  common  salt.  Mineral  colours  only  are  employed,  as 
they  will  stand  fire.  Mr.  Marshall,  the  manager,  con- 
ducted the  party  throughout. 

Birmingham  News. 

Ivate  Mary  Bradley,  daughter  of  Mr.  Fred  Bradley, 
chemist,  97  Heneaje  Screst,  Birmiog'iam,  wis  found  drowned 
in  a  pool  at  Sutton  Coldlield  on  February  25.  Much  sympathy 
is  felt  for  Mr.  Bradley  in  his  sad  bereavement. 

Mr.  Hollick,  chemist,  Barbury  Street,  becomas  a  County 
Councillor  for  Warwick  hire  once  more.  He  has  b=en  of 
great  service  to  the  committee  which  has  the  administration 
of  the  Sale  of  FoDd  and  Drug?  Acts  in  preventing  frivolous 
prosecutions. 

Dr.  Bostock  Hill,  Public  Analyst  lo:  Warwickshire,  and 
son  of  our  Borough  Analyst,  has  been  appointed  M.O.H.  for 
the  county  at  a  salary  of  230^.  pe:  acunm.  Formerly  he 
only  collected  the  reports  of  the  diffarent  district  ofiicers,  for 
which  he  received  a  nominal  salary  of  30/.  It  is  time  the 
authorities  divided  the  medical  and  analytical  duties,  which 
have  not  much  in  common. 

What  do  the  authorities  do  with  all  their  surplus  tinctura. 
benzoini  composita  ?  Is  it  ssnt  to  the  stables  for  the  use  Of 
the  horses,  which  all  look  sleek  and  fat  .'  It  is  interesting  to 
note  what  the  favourite  articles  of  pharmacy  with  the 
analysts  are  in  Birmingham  :  Compound  tincture  of  benzoin, 
camphorat3d  oil,  tincture  of  iodine,  syrup  of  rhubarb,  cxymel 
of  squills,  the  perennial  sweet  nitre,  sal  volatile,  mistura  . 
potassii  iodidi,  and  lately  tincture  of  myrrh,  olive  oil,  bees' 
wax,  and  no  doubt  (;/( futxro)  ungiientum  bydrargyri. 

A  local  provident  society  at  its  annual  gathering  has  - 
appointed  Dr.  Irvine  honorary  consaltant,  and  the  question 
now  arises  as  to  whether  the  other  medical  staff  will  meet 
him  ia  consultation.  The  Chairman,  Co'jncillor  T.  E.  Smith, 
approved  of  the  Consultative  Institute,  for  "  the  time  had 
gone  by  when  working  people  should  have  to  procure  hospital 
notes,  or  to  plead  charity  to  physicians  in  order  to  get  a  con- 
sultation a",  a  reduced  fee."  ''As  trade-society  men,  the. 
system  proposed  locked  like  cutting  the  prices  down,"  said 
another  speaker  at  the  meeting. 

At  the  L^niversity  on  February  25  Mr.  Acdrews,  A.R  C.S,, 
discoursed  upon  the  ■•  Rare  Metals  "  befora  the  members  of 
the  Chemical  Society.  He  touched  upon  the  preparation  of 
the  following,  and  their  oxides,  haloids,  and  other  derivatives 
— scandium,  yttrium,  lanthanum,  titanium,  zirconium, 
cerium,  thoiium  (this,  he  explainad,  enterec!  into  the  compo- 
sition of  the  incandescent  mantle,  and  ■rra'i  now  prepared 
from  Brazilian  monazite  sand,  which  had  taken  the  place  of 
thorite — obtained  from  Sweden  and  Norway — which  had 
become  scarce),  vanadium,  niobium,  tantalum,  samarium, 
gadolinium,  erbium.  The  relationship?  of  these  were  shown 
by  diagrams,  and  he  regretted  that  ■•  there  bar!  been  so  much 
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talk  and  so  few  experiments  because  of  the  want  of  another 
rare  metal — gold."  Dr.  Baker  referred  to  the  uatning  of 
elements:  scandium  (from  Soandinavia)  ;  gallium,  b3cause 
discovered  by  a  Fren  'hman  ;  germanium,  by  a  German  ;  but 
when  Orookes  discovered  a  rare  metal  he  did  not  call  it 
Britannium  but  thallium  ;  one  predicted  by  an  Austrian  ha?, 
although  not  yet  found,  been  christened  "austrium." 

On  Wednesday  the  107th  annual  meeting  of  the  Birming- 
ham General  Dispensary  was  held.  The  total  incom?  for 
the  year  was  9.554/.,  and  the  expenditure  9,433/.  The  total 
number  of  patients  treated  was  51  381,  an  increase  of  2,790 
upon  the  previous  year.  What  a  pity  this  work  cannot  bs  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  pharmacists  of  the  city,  as  is  done  now 
with  the  police  medical-work. 

■The  death  took  place  on  February  27  of  Mr.  William  Yates 
Brevitt,  a  well-known  resident  of  Handsworth.  Many  years 
ago  deceased  carried  on  a  successful  business  as  a  pharma- 
ceatical  chemist — nov^  under  the  proprietorship  of  Mr.  F.  J. 
Gibson,  in  Darlington  Street,  Wolverhatnptoa,  where  his 
brother  has  for  many  years  held  the  post  of  Town  Clerk. 
He  was  a  well-known  figure  in  Birmingham,  and  gained 
notoriety  some  years  ago  in  a  case  of  poisoned  soup,  which 
he  examined  and  found  arsenic  present. 

'In  conversation  with  many  well-known  pharmacists  on  the 
subject  of  the  delay  in  producing  the  Council's  Bill,  consider- 
able surprise  is  expressed,  and  some  even  view  the  situation 
with  alarm.  Others,  again,  remark  that  as  the  Bill  ha?  caused 
so  much  dissension  amongst  the  Council  and  more  influential 
members  of  the  trade  it  will  not  be  surprising  if  it  is 
greatly  modified  and  rendered  more  comprehensive, 
especially  with  regard  to  the  use  of  the  titles.  It  is  held  to 
be  a  monstrous  thing  that  firms  who  have  passed  no 
examination  at  all  could  use  titles  which  can  only  be 
obtained  by  examination. 

Football. 

Tiie  London  Cjllege  team  met  "The  Square"  in  their 
postponed  League  match  on  Saturday,  February  23,  A 
robust  game,  in  which  two  of  the  players  were  more  or  less 
damaged,  ended  in  a  draw  of  2  goals  each.  Both  teams 
were  without  some  of  their  regular  players. 

Poisonings  of  the  Week. 

The  past  week,  judging  by  the  number  of  reports  to  hand, 
has  shown  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  number  of  poison- 
ing fatalities.  Strangely  enough,  with  one  exception,  the 
whole  of  the  twenty-one  cases  recorded  were  caused  by 
scheduled  poisons.  The  solitary  unscheduled  exception  was 
liquid  ammonia,  taken  by  a  woman  at  Leadgate  in  mistake 
for  cough-mixture.  Prussic  acid  was  employed  in  two  cases, 
one  being  by  a  lovesick  porter  in  the  employ  of  Lewis  & 
Burrows  (Limited)  at  Stoke  Newington,  and  the  other  by  a 
photographer  at  Lewisham.  An  overdosa  of  chloral  was 
taken  by  the  managing  director  of  Holbrook's  (Limited), 
of  Birmingham  ;  while  strychnine  is  supposed  to  have  been 
taken  by  a  German  at  Harwich,  who  afterwards  leapt  into 
the  sea.  Death  under  chloroform  took  place  at  Consett  and 
at  Liverpool,  while  an  oxalic-acid  medium  was  used  by 
suicides  at  Belgrave  and  Brighton.  Morphine  and  laudanum 
were  also  employed,  and  chlorodyne  in  overdose  was  taken 
by  an  eccentric  lozenge-manufacturer  at  Hackney,  who  wore 
bis  will  as  a  chest-protector.  Carbolic  acid  claims  six 
victims  and  one  or  two  "  attempteds."  In  a  fit  of  depression 
a  Birmingham  auctioneer  named  Clement  M.  Stratton 
swallowed  4  oz.  of  Calvert's  carbolic  acid.  He  was  found  in 
North  Road,  Edgbaston,  and  died  in  two  hours.  At  Bir- 
mingham Police  Court  on  February  25,  a  domestic  servant 
named  Lily  Board  was  charged  with  attempting  to  commit 
suicide  by  swallowing  carbolic  acid  in  a  waiting-room  at 
New  Street  station.  She  was  dismissed  on  promising  not  to 
repeat  the  offence.  At  an  inauest  held  at  Sjuthwark  on 
February  28,  it  wa?  stated  that  five  bjttles  which  had  con- 
tained laudanum  were  fouod  in  the  dead  man's  rooms.  The 
bottles  had  the  labels  of  five  different  chemists  in  Brixton 
and  Walworth  Riads,  and  a  juror  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that  the  sale  of  laudanum  ought  to  be  restricted  to  prescrip- 
tions by  a  medical  man  under  all  circumstances.  The  Coroner 
pointed  out  that  there  had  been  no  infringement  of  the  law, 
and  remarked  that  he  saw  no  harm  in  allowing  chemists  to 
sell  poisons  as  the  laudanum  had  been  sold  in  that  case. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Fire  la  a  Surgery. 

Last  week  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  surgery  of  D:.  Graves, 
Ring;  Dangarvan,  and  as  a  result  of  the  shock  Df.  Graves, 
who  was  07er  90  years  old,  has  since  died.  He  was  the 
oldest  dispensary  officer  in  Ireland. 

A  New  Side-line. 

Mr.  W.  White,  L.P.S  I.,  13  York  Street,  Belfast,  has 
c inverted  the  upper  part  of  the  building  over  his  pharmacy 
into  a  well-equipped  hotel  and  restaurant,  and  opened  same 
under  style  of  the  Standard  Impsrial  Hotel. 

Auction  Sale. 

The  stock  and  fittings  of  the  p'iarma?y  at  4  Drblin  Road 
Belfast,  belonging  to  Mr.  James  A.  Stewart,  L.P.S  I.,  were 
said  by  auction  on  February  23.  Mr.  J.  A.  Stewart  is  leaving 
Belfast  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Contractor  Trou.ble. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Newry  Guardians  a  letter  was 
read  from  the  Local  Government  Board  stating  that  they 
did  not  consider  as  satisfactory  the  explanation  as  furnished 
by  the  medicine  contractors  (Messrs.  S.  Connor  &  Sons, 
Newry)  in  regard  to  the  samples  recently  unfavourably  re- 
ported upon  by  the  analyst ;  and  they  therefore  requested 
that  the  contractors  might  be  warned  that  in  future  serious 
notice  svould  be  takea  of  any  failure  on  their  part  to  supply 
drugs  atld  preparations  to  the  Union  strictly  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Bsard.  It 
was  decided  to  send  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  Messrs.  S. 
ConnOf  &  Sons. 


Scotcb  Mem. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Connochie,  V.S.,  Selkirk,  has  been  appointed 
veterinary  inspector  for  the  county  of  Selkirk,  in  succession 
to  his  late  father. 

Mr.  Richard  Clark,  of  Raimes,  Clark  k  Co.,  wholesale 
druggists,  was  one  of  the  deputation  from  the  City  of 
Edinburgh  which  presented  an  address  to  the  King  at  St. 
James's  Palace  last  week. 

Business  Change. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Hart,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  recently 
disposed  of  his  business  at  Clevedon,  Somerset,  has  acquired 
the  business  of  Messrs.  Osmond  &  Co.  at  352  Dambarton 
Road,  Partick,  Glasgow. 

Charge  of  Stealing. 

At  Falkirk  Borough  Court  on  February  18,  a  herbalist's 
assistant,  named  William  Johnstone,  was  charged  with 
having  stolen  a  bag  CO  ntaining  twenty-one  bottles  of  medi- 
cine from  Grahamstown  Station.  Accused  pleaded  not 
guilty,  and  the  case  was  adjourned. 

Glasgow  Exhibition. 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  is  said  to  have  intimated  that, 
owing  to  the  State  mourning,  the  King  cannot  open  the 
Glasgow  Exhibition  in  May,  as  arranged,  and  that  the 
Dachess  of  Fife  is  to  take  his  Majesty's  place.  The  re- 
arrangement hai  caused  much  disappointment  in  Glasgow. 

Has  to  Pay. 

The  First  Division  of  the  Court  of  Session  at  Edinburgh 
on  February  20  upheld  the  judgment  of  Lord  Kincairney, 
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giving  Friedrich  Siemens  (Limited),  Elbogen,  Bohemia, 
decree  against  Alexander  Reid,  aerated-water  manufgicturer, 
Dumfermline,  for  12,1.  for  amber  pint  and  dark-green  quart 
bottles  supplied  to  the  defender. 

The  Analyst  Sued. 
The  record  was  closed  in  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  on 
February  22,  in  an  action  in  which  Mr.  G.  Sangster, 
aiirated-water  manufacturer,  sues  Mr.  Thomas  Jamieson, 
public  analyst,  Aberdeen,  for  1,000^.  ilamages  in  respect  of 
alleged  erroneous  analysis  of  lemonade.  A  prosecution  was 
brought  against  Sangster,  and  subsequently  withdrawn  on 
a  report  from  Somerset  House  showing  that  the  analysis 
made  by  Jamieson  was  inaccurate.  The  defence  is  that  the 
analysts  differed  as  to  whether  it  was  lead  or  copper  that 
was  in  the  lemonade. 

Aerated-water  Makers'  Defence. 
The  third  annual  dinner  of  the  Edinburgh  and  District 
Aerated-water  Manufacturers'  Defence  Association  (Limited) 
was  held  in  the  Royal  British  Hotel,  Edinburgh,  on 
February  20-  There  were  about  sixty  gentlemen  present, 
and  Mr.  William  Inglis  (President)  occupied  the  chair. 
"The  Association"  was  proposed  by  Couccillor  R.  Clark 
(Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.),  who  said  the  Association  was  a 
substantial  organisation  and  one  that  had  done  good  work 
in  the  cour.se  of  the  three  years  of  its  existence,  and  would 
do  a  great  deal  more  good  in  the  future.  The  Chairman, 
replying,  said  he  thought  a  very  good  income  could  be 
raised  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  put  a 
penny  tax  on  aerated  waters,  and  it  would  make  teetotalers 
pay  for  the  upkeep  of  the  country. 

Delaying  Goods  in  Transit. 
Sheriff  Campion,  in  the  Dumfries  Court,  has  awarded 
Mr.  Robert  Carruthers,  aerated  water  manufacturer,  Dum- 
fries, 19^.  4s.  Id.  damages,  against  the  Caledonian  Railway 
Company  for  delay  in  the  transit  of  goods  to  London. 
The  goods  in  question  consisted  of  the  working  parts  of 
bottling  machines,  which  were  being  sent  to  a  manufac- 
turing company  in  London  for  alteration  and  repair, 
and  weighed  between  five  and  six  hundredweight.  They 
were  marked  "urgent,"  and  were  delivered  to  the  company's 
carter  about  midday  on  November  20,  1899.  The  Sheriff 
finds  that  they  should  in  ordinary  course  have  been  delivered 
in  London  on  the  21st,  or  at  latest  on  the  morning  of  the 
22nd.,  but  one  of  the  packages  was  not  delivered  until  the 
27ch,  and  the  remainder  on  November  29.  This  he  holds  to 
have  been  most  unreasonable  delay.  The  sum  awarded  is 
the  full  amount  claimed.  Mr.  Carruthers  is  also  found 
entitled  to  expenses. 

Nordrach-on-Dee. 

The  Scottish  sanatorium  bearing  this  name  is  situated  on 
Dee-side,  near  Banchory.  It  has  been  specially  planned  and 
built  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  open-air  treat- 
ment for  consumption  and  othtr  forms  of  tuberculosis  and 
lutg  disease.  To  that  end  the  buildings  are  constructed  so 
that  each  bedroom  admits  a  maximum  of  pure  sunlight  and 
fresh  air.  The  windows  occupy  over  two-thirds  of  the  out- 
side-wall  space,  and  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit  of  their 
being  kept  open  during  all  weathers.  All  the  corners  are 
rounded,  the  floors  being  made  of  polished  wood  to  ensure 
absolute  cleanliness.  The  red  gravel  which  prevails  so 
extensively  on  Dee-side  contains  a  large  amount  of  alumina, 
which  rtnders  it  particularly  absorbent,  so  that  even  after  a 
heavy  rainfall  the  surface  becomes  dry  in  a  remarkably  short 
time.  The  sanatorium  is  built  in  the  middle  of  a  pine- 
forest  on  the  southern  slope  of  a  mountain,  surrounded  by 
numerous  peaks  rising  to  an  altitude  of  from  1,545  feet  to 
3,000  feet.  It  is  thus  dry,  the  qualities  of  the  air  are 
bracing  and  rich  in  ozone,  the  temperature  during  the 
winter-months  being  comparatively  high,  and  the  percentage 
of  sunshine  is  large.  The  system  of  treatment  followed  is 
practically  the  same  as  that  which  has  met  with  so  much 
success  in  German  institutions  of  the  same  kind,  and  a  fully- 
equipped  laboratory  in  charge  of  a  bacteriologist  is  added. 
Open-air  shelters  are  located  in  suitable  parts  of  the 
grounds,  and  there  are  many  miles  of  walks  of  varying 
gradients  in  the  sanatorium  grounds  and  in  the  adjacent 
pine-woods  which  give  every  opportunity  for  patients 
obtaining  exercise  amid  sheltered  surroundings 


frencb  IFlewa, 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


A  Heavy  Sentence. — A  correspondent  at  Nancy  tele- 
graphs me  that  M.  Petigny,  pharmacien  at  Monthureux  sur 
Saone,  Vosges,  has  been  condemned  to  six  months' imprison- 
ment for  homicide  by  imprudence  caused  by  supplying 
opium  instead  of  ipecacuanha  to  four  young  children,  who 
died  as  a  result.  The  pharmacien  is  further  condemned  to 
pay  a  fine  of  11,000  fr.  as  compensation  to  the  parents  of  the 
children. 

Appendicitis  from  Influenza. — Considerable  interest 
was  aroused  at  the  meeting  of  the  Paris  Academy  of 
Medicine  last  week  by  a  paper  read  by  Dr.  Lucas 
Champoinniere,  in  which  he  sought  to  demonstrate  that 
influenza  is  one  of  the  commonest  causes  of  appendicitis. 
He  contends  it  invariably  follows  an  epidemic  of  influenza, 
and  not  infrequently  they  are  co-existent.  The  late 
Dr.  Simon  held  theories  very  similar  to  those  of  Dr. 
Champoinniere,  but  his  observations  were  not  so  conclusive. 

Corking  Bottles. — The  Paris  Society  of  Hygiene  called, 
attention  at  its  last  meeting  to  the  practice  of  corking 
bottles  amongst  pharmacists,  and  a  resolution  was  passed 
recommending  the  use  of  long  corks,  leaving  a  portion 
protruding  from  the  top  of  the  bottle,  which  should  be 
covered  with  a  paper  capsule.  The  Society  recommends  the 
public  to  refuse  to  accept  medicine  not  so  corked.  As  far 
as  my  experience  goes  this  is  the  method  most  in  use  by 
dispensing  pharmacists,  though  some  proprietary  articles 
are  pvit  up  with  the  cork  cut  flush  with  the  mouth  of  the 
bottle,  this  being  covered  by  a  small  round  gummed  label. 
The  Society's  objection  is  that  the  label  is  often  moistened 
by  the  tongue,  and  in  that  way  germs  are  conveyed  to  the 
patient  with  the  medicine. 

Pharmacy  Apprenticeship.— The  Society  of  Pharmacy 
at  Bordeaux  is  one  of  the  most  important  provincial  bodies 
in  France  connected  with  the  profession,  and  as  such  it  is- 
interesting  to  refer  to  the  inaugural  speech  of  M.  Bouviers 
the  President  for  the  year.  The  President  referred,  among 
other  matters,  to  the  question  whether  it  would  be  advan- 
tageous for  the  student  to  serve  his  apprenticeship  after  the 
educational  course  instead  of  before  as  at  present ;  he 
thought  it  would  tend  to  bring  pharmacy  more  within  the 
scope  of  the  liberal  professions,  and  although  the  recent 
International  Congress  of  Pbarmacy  had  decided  differently, 
he  hoped  the  last  word  on  the  subject  had  not  been  said. 
As  regards  the  new  French  pharmacy  law,  he  thought  they 
might  hope  that  the  subject  would  remain  some  time  longer 
in  abeyance,  as  the  text  is  not  altogether  in  harmony  with 
the  views  of  many  pharmacists. 

The  Late  M.  Chatin. — Amongst  the  many  services 
rendered  to  pharmacy  by  the  late  M.  Chatin  was  that  of 
transferring  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy  from  its  old  site 
in  the  Rue  de  I'Arbalrte  to  its  present  handsome  premises  in 
the  Avenue  de  I'Observatoire.  The  change  was  only  carried 
out  after  iccessant  work  and  tenacity  on  the  part  of  the 
Director  of  the  School,  for  the  French  oSicial  world  moves 
slowly,  especially  in  money  matters.  M.  Chatin  continually 
worked  for  the  prosperity  and  improvement  of  the  School. 
It  was,  perhaps,  exactly  some  of  these  masterful  qualities 
which  brought  about  a  certain  irritation  amongst  the 
students,  and  they  resorted  to  manifestations  of  a  hostile 
character,  which  resulted  in  M.  Chatin  retiring  from  his 
post  of  director  some  twelve  years  ago,  as  well  as  resigning 
the  professorship.  The  students'  grievance  was  that 
M.  Chatin  made  the  standard  of  the  examinations  unneces- 
sarily severe.  When  I  first  met  M.  Chatin  it  was  after  he  had 
severed  his  connection  with  the  School  of  Pharmacy.  His 
great  regret  in  leaving  the  School  was  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  carry  out  all  the  reforms  he  had  anticipated,  but  no 
doubt  he  felt  there  was  something  in  Talleyrand's  parting 
advice  to  a  young  diplomatist,  "And,  above  all,  do  not  show 
too  much  zeal." 

Hertford  Hospital. — Reference  was  made  in  last  week's 
C.  cj-  D.  to  the  reopening  of  the  Hertford  British  Hospital, 
in  the  Paris  suburb  of  Levallois-Perret,  after  having  been 
closed  six  months  for  repairs.    It  is  interesting  to  recall  the 
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fact  that  this  hospital  was  founded  by  the  late  Sir  Richard 
Wallace  in  13Ji,  in  memory  of  the  Marquis  of  Hertford, 
and  endowed  by  hhi.  with  a  sum  amply  sufficient  for  its 
maintenance.  Under  his  will  it  was  transferred  to  the 
British  Government,  the  endowment  being  maintained,  and 
the  hospital  wss  recently  officially  taken  over.  The  new 
committee  of  management  includes  the  Hon.  Michael 
Herbert,  C.B.,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  ;  Mr.  H.  Austin  Lee, 
C.B.,  Commercial  Attache,  both  on  the  stafE  of  the  Biitish 
Embassy  at  Palis ;  Mr.  Alfred  Coleman  (formerly  an 
assistant  with  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  Plough 
Court,  London)  ;  Mr.  John  G.  Filter,  who  makes  a  speciality 
of  the  metric-sjsteia,  and  other  gentlemen.  There  is  a  dis- 
psnsary  in  the  hospital  under  the  care  of  the  house-surgeon, 
butout-patien^3  are  given  a  prescription  and  voucher  on  Dr. 
Douglas  Hogg'o  pharmacy  in  the  Avenue  des  Charapr-Elysess, 
Paris. 

New  Edition  of  the  Fkbnch  Codex, — The  commission 
which  is  now  preparing  the  new  edition  of  the  French 
Codex,  or  Pharmacopoeia,  will  not  be  in  a  position  to 
publish  the  results  of  its  labours  for  about  two  j'ears,  and 
this  has  caused  some  severe  criticisms  on  the  part  of  Pro- 
fessor Bourquelet,  who,  while  absolving  the  commission 
from  all  blame  in  the  matter,  has  rapped  the  knuckles  of 
the  French  Government  officials  rather  smartlj'.  A  com- 
parison with  the  manner  of  goiag  about  the  preparation  of 
-the  editions  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  in  some  other  countries 
^eerns  to  show  greater  celerity  and  better  method  than  in 
France.  In  Germany,  for  instance,  the  commission  has  to 
make  a  report  every  two  years  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Empire,  embodying'  the  result  of  its  work  in  research  and 
experiments,  together  with  the  proposed  additions.  Bjsides 
this,  the  commission  is  given  an  ample  provision  of  funds 
for  the  purpose,  and  has  all  the  necessary  laboratories  and 
archives  wherein  are  kept  the  discu;sions  and  experiments 
which  resulted  in  any  change  or  proposed  change,  whereas 
the  French  commission  appointed  in  1897  has  to  And  out 
for  itself  what  has  been  done,  has  no  documents,  no  chemical 
analyses,  and  little  funds.  The  result  is  a  slowness  in  the 
work  which  is  far  from  satisfactory.  The  German  Commis- 
sion, working  on  proper  lines,  was  able  to  bring  out  the 
third  edition  in  1S90,  a  supplementary  one  in  1394,  and  now 
the  fourth  edition  has  just  appeared.  The  demand  of  the 
French  scientists  is  for  a  permanent  commission  on  the 
lines  of  the  German  one,  with  a  special  laboratory  and 
ample  funds,  and  its  work  should  be  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  the  work  of  future  editions  of  the  Ccdtx. 

Teade-mauk  Fraud. — The  peppermint  oil  of  Messrs. 
John  Jabson  &  Co  ,  cf  Mitcham,  Suircy,  has  a  wide  popularity 
in  France,  and  the  Tribunal  of  the  Seine  has  just  severely 
punished  ts-o  perions  named  Samuel  and  Levy  for  imitating 
the  trade-mark  ard  selling  under  false  labels  and  marks  an 
oil  of  peppermint,  with  intention  to  deceive  the  public.  The 
oil  of  peppermint  among  the  most  popular  in  France  is  that 
distilled  at  Mitcham,  and  M.  Lelasteur  (who  is  the  actual 
proprietor  of  the  firm  of  John  Jakson  &  Co  ).  is  one  of  the 
leading  makers.  In  the  autumn  of  last  year  M.  Lelasseur 
found  out  that  his  marks  were  being  counterfeited,  and  that 
there  was  being  -old  to  the  public  in  the  provinces,  f  articu- 
laily  in  Iteims,  an  oil  cf  peppermint  which  so  closely 
rcfembled  externally  his  own  that  the  ordinary  purchaser 
could  hardly  escape  being  deceived  unless  he  was  an  expert 
and  tested  the  preparation.  In  general  appearance  the 
labels  were  exactly  alike,  the  only  difforercss  beirg  that  on 
the  label  the  words  "  Marque  depo.-ee  "  we  e  omitted,  whilst 
in  the  line  "  01.  Menth.  Pip.  Ang.  Opt."  the  full  stop  after 
the  abbreviaticr.  "  Pip."  bad  been  also  left  out.  The  name 
of  the  firm  had  been  altered  from  "John  Jakson  &;  Co."  to 
"John  Jackson  k.  Co."  Having  discovfrtd  that  a  Paris 
printer  named  Levy  had  produced  the  labels,  M.  Lelasseur 
got  the  order  from  the  Civil  Tribunal  of  the  Seine  to  make 
a  seizure  on  Leva's  premises.  Fall  proof  was  found  that 
Samuel  had  ordered  the  labels,  and  that  2  000  had  been 
delivered.  In  the  proceedings  in  Court  Samuel  did  not  put 
in  an  appearance.  The  Court  sentenced  him  to  one  year's 
imprisonment  an  '  a  fine  of  100  fr.,  ucd^r  f-e  penal  code; 
also  to  pay  to  M.  Lelasseur  the  sum  of  1,000  fr.  as  damages, 
in  conjunct'cn  with  Levy.  The  latter  under  the  penal  code 
was  let  off  lightly,  and  only  fined  16  fr.,  but  together  with 

Samuel  hs  will  have  to  bear  the  c  sts  of  the  action. 


Colonial  anb  forciGn  ticm. 


For  New  Yoek's  Mayor.— The  name  of  Mr.  George  J. 
Seabury  (of  Seabury  &  Johnson)  stands  high  in  the  list  of 
candidates  for  the  mayoralty  cf  New  York  in  a  vote  now 
being  conducted  by  the  N'erv  Yarli  Tribune.  Mr.  John 
McKesson  (of  McKesson  &  Robbing)  also  received  several 
votes  in  the  canvass. 

New  Zealand  Customs  Decisions.— The  New  Zealand 
Customs  have  issued  the  following  decisions  relative  to  the 
classification  of  certain  articles  on  importation  : — 

Ambulaace- waggons,  as  surgical  appliances— free. 

Brilliantine  hair-restorer  (containing  43  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit), 

as  spirits,  &c.— 16s.  the  liquid  gal. 
Carbolic  acid,  No.  1  and  No.  2,  in  l  ib.  and  h-\h.  bottles,  as 

carbolic  acid,  in  bulk — free. 
Fly  papers,  as  insecticides — free. 

Rebate  in  Guatemalan  Tariff. — For  the  period  of 
six  months  more,  beginning  January  1  and  lasting  to  June  31 
of  the  present  year,  importers  of  foreign  merchandise  will 
continue  to  enjoy  the  benefits  conceded  in  Government 
decree  of  May  15  last,  which  discounted  30  per  cent,  on 
the  du'ies  and  other  taxes  on  merchandise  introduced  into 
the  Republic  through  the  port  or  frontier  custom-houses. 

Russian  Trade  in  Mineral  Waters. — According  to 
official  figures  supplied  by  the  Russian  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, the  exports  of  mineral  waters  from  Caucasia  in  1900 
increased  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  During  the  year 
149,985  large  bottles  and  893,325  small  bottles  of  various 
kinds  of  waters  were  sent  to  the  interior  of  the  CDuntry,  as 
against  122,910  and  295,740  respectively  in  the  preceding 
year. 

Chicago  Drug-store  Trust. — A  drug-store  combination, 
organised  under  the  name  of  the  Dearborn  Chemical  Com- 
pany, with  Mr.  George  S.  Lord,  of  Lord,  Owen  &  Co.,  as  its 
President,  has  been  instituted  in  Chicago.  This  new  syndicate 
intends,  it  is  asserted,  ultimately  no  control  all  of  the  best- 
paying  drug-stores  in  the  city,  and  already  owns  fifty  of  the 
down-town  stores.  The  trust  is  said  to  have  sprung  from 
opposition  to  the  N.A.R.D. 

Phenacetine  in  U.S. — Judge  Elmer  B.  Adams,  of  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court,  has  rejected  the  injunction  suit 
brought  by  the  Farbenfabriken  of  Elberfeld  Company  against 
the  Meyer  Brothers  Drug  Ccmpan}',  to  restrain  the  la'ter 
from  disposing  cf  phenacetine  (see  C.  D.,  February  2, 
page  203).  He  ordered,  however,  that  Meyer  Brothers  keep 
a  record  of  all  the  goods  sold,  so  that  if  a  higher  court 
decided  to  grant  an  injunction  an  accounting  could  be 
made. 

Maltese  Trade  Information. — During  the  past  few 
months  there  hai  been  a  sudden  impetus  in  trade  between 
Malta  and  the  United  States,  owing  to  the  establishment  of 
a  direct  line  of  steamers  between  New  York  and  Malta.  The 
American  Consul  at  Valetta  in  a  recent  report  shows  how 
the  trade  has  been  built  up.  He  also  states  that  there  are 
quite  a  number  of  establishments  that  do  an  extensive 
business  in  bot'ling  aiirated  waters.  Several  of  them  hold 
contracts  for  supplying  the  army  and  navy  canteens.  He 
says  lemonade  is  a  favourite,  and  believes  that  quite  a  trade 
in  root-beer  and  sartaparilla  extracts  might  be  secured  : 
they  would  prove  a  novelty  in  Malta. 

Australian  Quicksilver. — An  interesting  report  by  the 
geological  surveyor  on  quicksilver  in  New  South  Wales  and 
the  methods  ot  extraction  has  recently  been  published. 
Unfortunately,  Australia  has  not  been  able  to  add  it  to  her 
list  of  profitable  mineral  products,  though  in  New  South 
Wales,  Victoria,  Queer  stand,  and  New  Zealand  the  principal 
and  only  workable  ore,  the  sulphide  cinnabar  and  its 
varieties,  has  been  found  in  more  or  less  hopeful  quantities 
(associated  in  some  instatces  with  the'native  metal),  from 
which  small  quantities  of  mercury  have  been  locally 
retorted.  The  principal  cinnabar-deposit  in  New  South  Wales 
is  the  Yulgilbar,  near  Lionsville  ;  but  very  little  mercury  has 
been  obtained  from  this  mine  as  yet,  and  it  is  a  moot 
point  whether  the  ore  can  be  profitably  worked  under  local 
conditions. 
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Bankruptcy  IReports. 


Be  Eleanor  Stead,  83  Favnwortli  Street,  Farnworth  ia-Widnes 
and  Simma  Cross.  Widnes,  carrying  on  business  as  a 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 

The  first  meeting  of  creditors  was  fixed  for  February  27,  at 
Liverpool,  the  Official  Receiver  presiding,  but  a  sufficient  number 
of  creditors  to  form  a  quorum  did  not  attend. 


Be  John  Arthur  Buighaji  Sanderson,  lately  trading  at  the 
Alexandra  Oil-mills,  Church  Street,  Wincolmlee,  and  12 
Albany  Street,  Hull. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  creditors  concerned  under  this  failure 
was  held  at  Hull,  on  February  22.  The  statement  ot  affairs 
filed  by  the  debtor  disclosed  gross  liabilities  amounting  to 
4,615^.  18s.  2(1,  and  the  deficiency  was  returned  at  2,731?.  17s.  M. 
The  Official  Receiver  having  given  his  report,  it  was  decided  to 
appoint  Mr.  T.  P.  Judge  as  trustee  of  the  estate,  to  act  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  committee  of  inspection. 


Ee  Dudley  FuLCHER  Savill  and  Arthur  Fr.ank  Savill,  trading 
as  Brown,  Savill  &  Co.,  10  London  Street,  E.G.,  East  Lidia 
Agents  and  Merchants. 

A  I'RIVate  meeting  of  the  creditors  in  this  case  was  held  on 
February  25,  a*;  the  Guildhall  Tavern,  Gresham  Street,  E.C.  A 
statement  of  affairs  was  submitted,  showing  liabilities  amounting 
to  8,2261.  17s  Sri.,  and  assets  l,eUl.  4s.  liJ.  The  business  had 
been  started  in  1837  by  Mr.  P.  Brown,  who  was  joined  by  Mr. 
D.  F.  Savill  in  1891.  "in  November  of  that  year  Blr.  Brown 
retired,  owing  his  partner  500/.,  which  had  never  been  repxid.  Mr. 
A  F.  Savill  joined  the  firm  in  1894-,  since  when  the  business  had 
been  carried  on  under  its  present  style.  Balance-sheets  had  been 
prepared,  and  it  appeared  that  on  January  31,  1393,  there  was  a 
surplus  of  759/.  The  total  sales  for  the  past  three  years  hid 
amounted  t)  139,651/.,  upon  which  a  net  proSt  had  been  mide  of 
1,671/.  The  drawings  of  the  jiartners  during  this  time  had  been 
1,117/.  and  813/.  respectively.  A  good  deal  of  discussion  took 
place,  much  indignation  being  expressed  at  the  way  in  which 
credit  had  been  obtained  by  the  firm.  Eventually  a  resolution 
was  carried  in  favour  of  the  estate  going  into  bankruptcy,  and  Mr. 
Blow  was  nominated  for  the  position  of  trustee. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  trade  creditors  :  — 


Boehm,  G.,  London  

Hovenden  &  Sons,  London 
Kent,  G.  B.,  it  Sons,  London 
Newbery,  P.,  it  Sons,  London 
Osborne,  Garrett  it  Co.,  London  .. 
O'Hara  it  Hoar,  London  


£  s.  d. 

51  0  0 

13  0  0 

38  0  0 

33  0  0 

32  0  0 

15  0  0 


Be  E.  England  (trading  as  E.  England  &  Co.\  36  Mark  Lane, 
E.G.,  Chemical-merchants. 

A  sitting  of  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  v.-as  held  on 
February  28,  for  the  public  examination  of  this  debtor,  who  has 
filed  accounts  showing  total  liabilities  7,858/.  3s.  &d.  (unsecured, 
6,921/.  9.S.  lli/.l,  and  assets  1,161/.  6s.  10</.,  after  allowing 
93/.  18s.  Id.  for  the  preferential  claims.  The  Official  Receiver 
asked  for  an  adjournment,  on  the  ground  that  the  accounts  were 
not  yet  complete,  and,  by  consent  of  all  parties,  the  hearing  was 
adjourned  for  four  weeks.  Appended  are  a  few  ot  the  creditors, 
viz.  : — 

Z^iisccurcd. 

£    s.  d. 

Breffit  it  Co.  (Limited),  London   10    5  6 

Brook,   Simpson   it    Spiller  (Limited), 

Hackney  Wick   48  16  6 

Bytord,  J.,  &  Son,  Poplar   28    0  11 

England,  Mrs.  M.,  Clapham    203  15  0 

Gallow  Hill  Glue  and  Chemical  Company  180  19  5 
Standard  Ammonia  Company  (Limited), 

London   127  16  9 


Re  William  Searle  Park.\tt,  High  Street  and  the  Broadway 
Watford,  Chemist  and  Dentist. 
The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  was  held  at  the  St. 
Albans  Bankruptcy  Court  on  February  22.  The  statement  oE 
affairs  showed  gross  liabilities  709/.,  and  liabilities  expected  to 
rank  413/.,  with  assets  net  356/..  Questioned  by  the  Official  Receiver 
.(Mr.  Mercer)  debtor  said  he  purchased  the  business  at  Watford 
in  1880  for  250/.,  he  having  capital  to  the  extent  ot  400/.  The  rent 
of  the  premises  in  the  H^gh  Street  was  35/ ,  but  they  were  worth 


much  more,  and  the  lease  would  probably  be  sold  at  a  considerable 
premium.  For  the  other  premises  in  the  Broadway  he  paid  60/.  a 
year,  where,  however,  the  business  done  was  only  1/.  a  week. 
There  was  a  lease  of  these  premises,  but  it  had  never  been  signed 
because  he  had  not  paid  the  solicitors'  fees.  The  weekly  takings 
were  now  only  11/. — 10/.  at  High  Street,  and  1/.  at  the  other  shop. 
Formerly  he  took  over  30/.  a  week  at  High  Street,  and  the  marked 
decrease  in  the  business  he  attributed  to  competition,  two  large 
firms  having  opened  businesses  very  near.  He  attributed  his 
position  partly  to  losses  on  the  Stock  Exchange.  The  Official 
Receiver  suggested  that  debtor  had  neglected  his  business  and 
spent  a  considerable  portion  ot  his  time  in  a  neighbouring  hotel. 
Debtor  denied  neglect  when  there  was  any  business  to  do.  He 
devoted  eight  hours  a  day  to  business,  he  said,  and  always  left 
qualified  assistants  in  the  shop.  He  would  admit  that  it  was 
perhaps  advantageous  to  stick  close  to  business,  but  his  failure 
was  due  to  the  competition  of  the  wholesale  firms  he  had  men- 
tioned. The  Official  Receiver:  Did  they  devote  their  whole  time 
to  their  businesses  ? — Yes.  Perhaps  that  is  the  reason  why  you 
felt  their  competition  so  keenly. — I  don't  know.  Debtor  reiterated 
the  statement  that  the  20/.  loss  per  week  in  his  bvisinesses  was 
due  to  competition  simply.  Even  old  customers  would  go  to 
stores  where  they  could  obtain  cheaper  drugs.  He  certainly  could 
not  afford  to  sell  his  drugs  at  the  prices  charged  by  the  competing 
wholesale  houses.  In  the  statement  of  affairs  his  losses  on  the 
Stock  Exchange  for  three  years  were  put  down  at  59/.  :  the  figure 
was  nearer  400/.  At  the  date  of  the  receiving-order  two  creditors 
had  executions  on  his  premises,  Messrs.  Barclay  it  Son  (Limited) 
and  Messrs.  J.  H.  Browning  it  Go.  The  terms  of  business  with 
Barclay's  were  cash  in  a  month,  but  the  account  was  owing  nine 
months,  and  he  expected  they  did  not  enforce  payment  because 
he  had  been  a  good  customer,  paying  them  35/.  a  month  or  so  for 
twenty  years.  There  was  also  a  claim  for  105/.,  being  three  years' 
arrears  ot  rent.  He  first  became  aware  of  his  insolvency  three  or 
four  months  ago.  He  valued  his  stock  at  150/.,  and  was  of  opinion 
that  it  ought  to  fetch  quite  that  amount ;  it  was  all  good  "  usable  " 
stock  It  depended  on  the  realisation  whether  bis  creditors  would 
get  14s.!or  15s.  iu  the  pound,  but  he  thought  they  ought.  His 
account  at  the  bank  was  overdrawn  118/.,  but  the  bank  held  his 
lite-policv  as  security.  The  surrender  value  was  111/.  He  had 
not  had  a  banking  account  for  some  time,  paying  out  in  cash  for 
the  goods  he  bought.  The  Official  Receiver  then  said  ho  had 
received  the  wife's  claim  for  900/.  Debtor  and  his  wife  were 
separated,  and  he  had  agreed,  since  1894,  to  allow  her  30s.  per 
week.  Debtor  was  very  surprised  that  his  wife  should  have  any 
claim  against  him  for  future  iiayments  under  the  separation  deed, 
and  could  not  understand  why  she  could  claim  such  a  large 
amount.  The  Official  Receiver  replied,  corroborated  by  the 
Registrar,  that  the  wife  had  a  legal  right,  on  an  actuarial  calcula- 
tion of  the  ages  of  the  joint  lives  of  the  contracting  parties,  to 
assess  her  claim  on  the  estate  at  the  value  of  the  annuity.  Here, 
the  parties  being  50,  she  had  taken  the  value  ot  the  annuity  at 
thirteen  or  fourteen  years'  purchase,  for  which  amount  she  was 
entitled  to  claim.  Debtor,  after  a  lengthy  examination,  was 
ordered  to  amend  his  statement  of  affairs  to  include  the  wife's 
claim,  to  furnish  an  account  of  his  losses  on  the  Stock  Exchange, 
and  to  furnib'h  a  cish  account  for  one  year  prior  to  the  bank- 
ruptcy. 


The  Early-closing  Amendment  Act  (N  S.W.)  passed 
both  Houses  and  received  the  Royal  Assent  viitliout  the 
amendment  (desired  by  the   Government  and  the  great 
majority  of  pharmacists)  which  would  have  so  defined  the 
word  "  closed  '  that  pharmacies  would  have  been  really  closed 
after  9  P  M.    The  position  is  left  as  it  was  established  by 
the  Supreme  Court :  a  pharmacy  is  to  be  called  closed  if 
doors  are  open,  windows,  and  all  other  parts  fully  lighted, 
and  the  only  indication  that  any  distinction  is  made,  a 
placard  declaring  that  it  is  closed  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Act,  but  that  all  medicines  and  necessaries  will  be  supplied 
as  usual.    The  Act  leaves  chemists' shops  undisturbed  among 
the  exemptions  of  the  original  Act  of  1899.    But  it  is  pro- 
vided that  the  Governor  in  Council  may  make  regulations 
determining,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  what  classes  of 
trade  shall  be  deemed  to  be  classes  of  trade  usually  carried 
on  in  any  such  exempted  shop.    No  person  is  to  be  convicted 
for  leaving  the  shop  open  merely  for  ventilation,  or  for 
persons  visiting  it  for  other  than  trade  purposes,  but  the 
proof  of  such  non-commercial  opening  lies  upon  the  shop- 
keeper.   No  registered  pharmacist  is  to  be  convicted  for 
"  persons  entering  or  leaving  in  connection  only  with  the 
supply  ot  articles  in  pursuance  of  the  second  proviso "  to 
Section  7  of  the  principal  Act.    That  proviso  exonerates  the 
pharmacist  who  supplies  on  request  '-any  drugs  or  patent 
or  proprietary  medicines  for  medicinal  purposes,  or  any 
surgical  appliances,  after  the  said  closing-time." 
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High  Court  Cases. 

Liability  for  Non-delivery. 

In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  February  25,  the  case  of  Parker 
V.  Schuller  came  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  Lord  Justice 
Collins,  and  Lord  Justice  Romer. 

Mr.  Danckwerts,  K.C.,  said  the  appeal  was  from  a  refusal 
of  Mr.  Justice  Lawrance  to  set  aside  a  writ  and  service  out 
of  the  jurisdiction.  Plaintiff  carried  on  business  in  Liver- 
pool and  the  defendant  in  Hanover.  The  action  was  brought 
for  the  non-delivery  of  certain  chemicals  agreed  to  be  sold 
by  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff  There  were  two  contracts, 
which  were  made  by  telegraph.  The  first  was  for  5  tons  of 
bichromate  of  soda  and  5  tons  of  bichromate  of  potash, 
and  there  was  a  second  contract  for  the  supply  of  20  tons  of 
these  goods.  Plaintiff's  case  was  that  the  goods  were  to  be 
delivered  in  Liverpool.  Defendant  held  that  the  vendor's 
contract  was  fulfilled  when  he  had  delivered  the  goods  on 
board,  c.i.f.,  destined  for  Liveipool,  or,  in  the  second 
contract,  fcr  Liverpool  or  Antwerp.  Where  there  was  a 
delivery  of  goods  c.i.f  the  contract  was  fulfilled  by  putting 
the  goods  on  board  the  ship,  destined  for  the  poit  to  which 
they  were  consigned. 

Mr.  Horridge,  K.C.,  for  the  respondent,  said  the  late 
Master  of  the  Rolls  had  considered  this  question  so  im- 
portant that  in  1895  he  decided  to  have  the  case  argued 
before  a  full  Court  of  Appeal ;  but  the  case  was  settled 
before  it  came  on  for  hearing.  These  contracts  were  entered 
into  every  day  with  foreign  principals,  and  it  was  very  im- 
portant to  have  a  decision  whether  the  Courts  had  jurisdic- 
tion to  enforce  thf  m.  In  this  case  the  delivery  was  to  be 
in  Liverpool  during  January  on  the  first  contract,  and  on 
the  second  at  Liverpool  or  Antwerp.  He  submitted  that  the 
obligation  of  the  vendor  was  to  ship  on  board  at  the  place 
of  shipment,  and  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  be  paid  cash 
until  he  had  tendered  in  Liverpool  a  bill  of  lading  and  a 
policy  of  insurance  of  the  goods,  so  that,  in  the  event  of 
non-delivery  of  the  goods,  the  purchaser  could  sue  the  ship- 
owners. There  was  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  the 
purchaser  to  pay  a  penny  of  the  purchase-money  until  he 
got  the  documents.  A  failure  on  the  seller's  part  to  tender 
the  documents  in  the  contract  must  be  a  breach  of  it. 

The  adjourned  hearing  was  taken  on  February  26,  when 
judgment  was  given. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  said  it  was  an  action  brought  by 
the  purchaser,  a  Liverpool  trader,  against  a  German  firm 
for  breach  of  contract.  Inasmuch  as  the  foreigner  was 
outside  the  jurisdiction,  the  plaintiff  could  not  get  on  with 
bis  action  without  serving  a  writ  on  the  defendant  out  of 
the  jurisdiction.  To  do  this  he  had  to  get  the  leave  of  a 
judge  in  chambers.  In  support  of  his  application  he  pro- 
duced an  affidavit  to  the  effect  that  the  contract  was  for  the 
delivery  of  the  goods  in  Liverpool  by  the  defendant,  and 
that  these  goods  had  not  been  delivered.  It  was  clear  from 
the  affidavit  that  a  breach  had  been  committed  in  this 
country ;  therefore  Mr.  Justice  Lawrance  was  justified  in 
giving  leave.  On  this  the  defendant  appealed,  and  it  then 
appeared  that  the  contracts  were  made  c.i.f.,  and  therefore 
the  liability  of  the  defendant  to  perform  their  part  of  the 
contract  would  have  ended  when  the  goods  were  placed  on 
board  at  the  port  of  lading,  which  was  in  this  case  Antwerp 
The  discovery  of  this  fact  cut  the  plaintiff's  case  away,  as 
he  had  obtained  the  order  now  appealed  from  on  the  ground 
that  the  defendants  were  to  deliver  the  goods  at  Liverpool, 
and  therefore  that,  so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  the  con- 
tract would  not  have  been  completed  until  delivery  had 
been  made  at  the  port  of  discharge,  which,  being  an  English 
port,  would  have  given  this  Court  jurisdiction  to  deal  with 
a  breach  of  the  contract.  Mr.  Horridge  had  endeavoured  to 
get  over  this  unexpected  difficulty  by  arguing  that  the 
contract  was  not  completed  until  the  bills  of  lading  had 
been  transipitted  to  the  vendors  in  England.  Whether  that 
was  a  sound  argument  he  was  not  going  to  decide.  It 
certainly  raised  a  very  nice  point  of  law,  and  a  very  difficult 
one,  too,  because  in  the  present  case  the  action  was  to 
recover  damages  for  non-delivery  of  the  goods  at  Liverpool, 
whereas  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  it  turned  out  that  the 


defendant's  liability  to  deliver  would  have  ceased  had  the 
goods  been  placed  on  board  ship  at  Antwerp.  But  it  would 
not  do  The  plaintiff  had  claimed  for  damages  for  the  non- 
delivery of  goods,  and  claimed  181Z.  for  loss  sustained 
thereby.  Plaintiff's  application  was  wrong  from  beginnings 
to  end.  He  could  not  turn  round  now,  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  and  set  up  another  alleged  breach  of  contract. 

Lord  Justice  Collins  agreed.  He  would  reserve  his 
opinion  on  Mr.  Horridge's  argument  as  to  the  effect  of  c  i  f . 
and  the  obligation  to  deliver  documents  in  England. 

Lord  Justice  Romer  was  of  the  same  opinion.  On  the 
materials  before  the  Court  the  plaintiff  had  failed  to 
establish  his  right  to  have  leave  to  issue  a  writ  out  of  tha 
jurisdiction.  Leave  ought  not  to  be  granted,  because  the 
onus  lay  on  the  plaintiff  to  establish  clearly  a  case  justifying 
the  Court  in  issuing  the  writ. 

The  appeal  was  allowed,  the  writ  being  set  aside  with  costs. 

Sale  of  Pood  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Adulterated  Camphorated  Oil. 

At  Newport  on  February  23,  Mrs.  Jane  Jenkins,  shopkeeper, 
Caerleon  Village,  was  summoned  by  the  Monmouthshire 
County  Council  for  selling  camphorated  oil  which  the  county 
analyst  certified  to  contain  3  85  per  cent,  of  camphor  and 
96'15  per  cent,  of  mineral  oil.  The  inspector  deposed  to 
the  purchase  of  the  bottle  (produced),  which  was  sealed,  and 
for  which  he  paid  a  penny.  He  divided  the  sample  into 
three  portions.  Mrs.  Jenkins  told  him  she  bought  from 
a  Mr.  Freeguard,  a  traveller.  Defendant  handed  in  a  letter 
from  a  wholesale  firm,  in  which  liability  was  denied.  The 
prosecutor  pointed  out  that  the  Council  could  not  proceed 
against  the  wholesale  people,  but  defendant  had  her  remedy 
under  the  Act,  and  a  nominal  fine  of  5s  was  imposed. 

Medicine = stamp  Acts. 

No  Licence. 

Floeus  Mason,  chemist  and  druggist,  Scunthorpe,  was 
summoned  on  February  21  for  selling  patent  medicines 
without  a  licence  The  supervisor  who  prosecuted  stated 
that  last  year  defendant  failed  to  take  out  a  licence.  Seven 
J  ears  ago  he  was  guilty  of  the  same  offence,  but  a  com- 
promise fine  of  lOs'.  was  then  paid.  The  defendant  stated 
that  the  bottle  of  medicine  he  was  charged  with  selling 
without  a  stamp  was  put  into  his  shop-window  in  error.  It 
was  simply  intended  for  private  use.  The  Bench  inflicted  a 
fine  of  27«. 


Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 

Commuted. 

At  St.  Helens  County  Court  on  February  20,  John  Hallwood 
asked  for  compensation  from  the  United  Alkali  Company 
for  injuries  while  employed  at  the  Gerrard's  Bridge  Chemical- 
works.  He  was  emptying  a  tank  of  vitriol  by  means  of  a 
ladder  and  bucket,  when  it  was  alleged  the  ladder  broke,  and 
some  vitriol  entered  Hallwood's  eye  and  ear.  His  eye  was 
destroyed.  When  the  case  was  called  defendants'  solicitor 
stated  that  since  the  accident  had  happened  plaintiff  had 
been  receiving  a  weekly  compensation,  and  the  question  for 
decision  was  whether  the  plaintiff  had  recovered  as  fully  aa 
ever  he  would  do,  in  which  case  the  parties  had  decided 
that  there  should  he  a  commutation,  and  it  had  been  agreed 
that  there  should  be  an  award  for  sixty  guineas,  and  no 
order  as  to  costs. 


County  Court  Case. 

The  Chemist's  Gloves. 

Judgment  was  given  at  the  Southport  County  Court  on 
February  26,  in  the  claim  of  Mr.  William  Butterfield, 
chemist,  Blackburn,  for  3s.,  the  value  of  a  pair  of  gloves, 
from  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company. 
Particulars  of  the  case  were  given  in  our  issue  of  February  9, 
page  254.  In  his  decision  the  Judge  said  the  case  came 
within  the  scope  of  the  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Singer 
Manufacturing  Company  v.  the  London  and  South- Western 
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fPim  Companies  6i  Compani?  IFlewe. 

PoiANA  Oil  CoiirAxv  (Roumania)  (Limited).— Capital  31,OC0?. 
in  1^  shares  (25,0C0  preferred  ordinary  and  6,000  deferred) 
Objects:  To  carry  on  in  Roumania,  Russia,  or  elsewhere  the  busi- 
ness of  oil,  petroleum,  and  paraffin  producers,  &c.  Minimum 
subscription,  15,000/.  The  first  directors  are  J.  Carlisle,  A.  Jaffi', 
W.  W.  Mann,  J.  N.  B.  Newton,  and  P.  H.  Pyman.  Qualification, 
101^/.  preferred  ordinary  shares.  Remuneration  according  to 
profits, 

bOHOENFELD    UNIVERSAL    OiL-l-'ILTEB    COMPANY   (LiMITED). — 

Capital  14,000^.,  in  II.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business 
carried  on  as  "  The  Universil  Filter  Company,"  to  adopt  an 
agreement  with  L.  N.  Schoenfeld,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
filter- manufacturers  and  merchants.  No  initial  pjblic  issue. 
The  first  directors  are  L.  N.  Schoenfeld,  O.  H.  Parsons,  and  R. 
Turber.  L.  N.  Schoenfeld  is  chairman,  and  may  retain  office  as 
long  as  he  holds  3,000  shares.  Remuneration  not  more  than  100?. 
each  per  annum. 

Hocking  (Limited). — Capital  1,000?.,  in  1?  sharos.  Objects  : 
To  acquire  the  business  lately  carried  on  as  the  "  London  Drug 
Company  "  at  29  Johnston  Terrace,  Morice  Town,  Devonport,  to 
adopt  an  agreement  with  A.  H.  Hocking,  and  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  wholesale  and  retail  chemists,  druggists,  druggists'  sun- 
driesmen,  makers  of  artificial  teeth,  dealers  in  patent  medicine  and 


Railway  Company,  in  which  the  question  was  as  to  whether 
a  company  had  a  lien  on  goods  in  respect  to  cloakroom 
charges,  and  it  was  held  that  they  had,  seeing  that  a  cloak- 
room was  a  necessary  and  reasonable  provision  incidental 
to  the  carri^rje  of  passengers  and  their  luggage.  In  that 
case  the  obligation  arose  when  the  article  was  deposited, 
and  in  the  present  cafe  when  the  articles  were  found.  His 
judgment  was,  therefore,  fcr  the  railway  company,  with 
costs;  but  thp  plaintiff  could  have  leave  to  appeal  if  he 
thought  neces.'ary.  ,   

Weig'hts  and  Measures  Acts. 

Unstamped  MeaisUres. 
At  the  Highbridge  Petty  Sessions  on  February  22,  Mr 
Frederick  E.  Carpenter,  chemist  and  drugeist,  BuiLham,  was 
charged  with  po.>-sessing  one  20-oz.,  one  10-oz.,  one  4-oz  ,  and 
one  1-oz.  measures  which  were  unstamped.  He  was  fined 
10s.,  including  costs,  and  the  4-oz.  measure  was  ordered  to 
be  forfeited.  _____ 


Breach  of  Indenture. 

At  Bristol  Assizes  on  February  26,  Ernej-t  Charles  Harden 
brought  an  action  (through  his  father)  again.vt  Mr.  Fredeiick 
Charles  Bibbings,  chemist,  Newton  Abbott,  to  recover 
damages  for  breach  of  an  apprenticeship  indenture.  Accord- 
ing to  the  statement  for  the  plaintiff.  Harden  was  inden- 
tured to  Bibbings  for  three  years  in  November,  1899.  Shortly 
after  he  entered  defendant's  employment  the  latter  wrote  to 
the  boy's  father  suggesting  that  he  had  Vjeen  abstracting 
money  from  the  till,  as  he  seemed  to  have  a  superfluity  of 
cash.  The  father  saw  Mr.  Bibbings,  and  explained  that  a 
few  days  before  he  had  sent  his  son  a  sovereign,  and  that 
would  perhaps  account  for  his  apparent  richness.  The  son 
denied  stealing  the  money,  and  the  matter  was  amicably 
settled,  but  other  minor  offences  cropped  up,  and  Harden 
was  ultimately  sent  home  by  his  employer.  Afterwards, 
wishing  to  transfer  the  lad  to  Mr.  Turner,  of  Bristol, 
•who  was  willing  to  accept  him  provided  he  had 
a  good  character,  Mr.  Harden  wrote  to  Mr.  Bibbings 
that  unless  he  was  prepared  amicably  to  arranee  the 
transfer,  he  should  enforce  his  right  to  call  upon  him  to  carry 
out  the  terms  of  the  apprenticeship  indenture.  The  reply 
from  defendant's  solicitor  was  that  the  defendant  was  quite 
willing  to  cancel  the  indeLture,  hui  could  not  transfer  the 
lad  to  another  chemist,  as,  during  the  short  time  he  was 
with  him  (defendant)  he  was  dishonest  and  conducted 
himself  in  an  improper  manner.  The  defence  was  that  the 
lad  had  stolen  and  embezzled  various  sums,  and  threatened 
to  assault  the  defendant.  Mr.  Bibbings  gave  evidence  in 
support  of  these  charges,  corroborative  evidence  being  given 
by,  amongst  others,  Mr.  G.  H  Har  field,  chemist,  Bovey 
Tracey.  In  summing  up,  Mr.  Justice  Day  said  one  or  other 
of  the  parties  was  telling  an  untruth,  because  the  stories 
varied  in  almost  every  particular.  The  jury  found  for  the 
plaintiff,  awarding  him  100?.  damages. 


The  Bankruptcy  Acts  1883  and  1890. 

Recbivino  Ordebs. 
Ridjriey,  Benjamin,  Ashford,  Kent,  late  Glouce.^ter,  cider- 
manufacturer. 

Slme,  Tames  Keitb,  and  Tames,  Windsor  Owen  (trading 
as  Sime  James),  Uzmiston,  Pembrokeshire,  mineral-water 
manufacturers. 

From  the  "  Scottish  Law  Courts  Bccord." 
Estate  Sequestrated. 
Miller,  Tobn,  Blairgowne,  veterinary  surgeon.     Claims  by 
June  \i.    Agent,  George  B.  Carmiehael,  Dundee,  solicitor. 

CoMMERcrAL  Failures. 
According  to  Kemp's  Mercantile  Gazette,  the  number  of 
failures  in  England  and  Wales  gazetted  during  the  four  weeks 
ending  Saturday,  February  23,  was  338.  The  number  in  the 
corresponding  four  weeks  of  last  year  was  355,  showing  a  decrease 
of  17,  being  a  net  decrease  in  1901,  to  dite,  of  23.  Amongst  the 
unsuccessful  there  were  3  chemists  and  druggists,  as  against  4  in 
the  corresponding  weeks  of  1900  and  5  in  1899, 


proprietary  article  s,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  photographic 
apparatus  and  materials,  oil  and  colour  men,  Italian  warehouse- 
men, grocers,  mineral-water  manufacturers  and  mercliants,  &c. 
The  first  subscribers  are  ; — A.  H.  Hocking,  19  Johnston  Terrace, 
Keybam,  Devonpoit,  wholesale  chemist  ;  J.  H.  Kenrick,  10  John- 
ston Terrace,  Keyham,  Devonport,  physican  and  surgeon  ;  T.  D. 
Andrews,  3  Frankfort  Buildings,  Plymouth,  Member  of  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  ;  F.  Brights,  6  Vanguard  Terrace,  Keyham, 
Devonport,  mechanical  engineer ;  Mrs.  E.  Hocking,  19  Johnston 
Terrace,  Devonport;  H.  L.  B.  Hocking,  19  Johnston  Terrace, 
Keyham,  Devonport,  wholesale  chemist ;  Miss  L.  A.  Hocking,  19 
Johnston  Terrace,  Keyham,  Devonport;  and  R.  G.  F.  Green,  33 
Johnston  Terrace,  Keyham,  Devonport,  commercial  traveller.  No 
initial  public  issue.  Registered  without  articles  of  association. 
Registered  office,  19  Johnston  Terrace,  Keyham,  Devonport, 
Devon. 


Hearns  (Limited). — In  the  Chancfry  Division,  High 
Court  of  Justice,  on  February  27,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Cozens-Hardy,  a  compulsory  winding-up  order  was  made 
against  this  company. 

United  Alkali  Company  (Limited)  — The  directors 
recommend  payment  of  the  preference  dividend  in  full 
(7  per  cent.),  carrying  forward  about  60  000?  For  1899  the 
same  dividend  was  paid  on  the  preference,  but  the  balance 
forward  was  only  36,800?. 

BosTOCics  (Limited). — .Application  has  been  made  to 
Vice-Chaccellor  Hall  for  an  order  to  stay  proceedings  under 
the  judgment  delivetcd  by  the  Vice-Chancellor  a  week  ago 
for  the  compulsory  winding-up  of  this  company.  The 
application  was  adjourned  to  give  the  Official  Receiver  time 
to  communicate  with  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Scottish  Army,  Nan'y,  and  General  Stores  (Limited). 
— The  First  Division  of  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh, 
bad  before  it  on  February  26  a  petition  for  a  suspension 
order  in  the  winding-up  of  this  company.  A  joint  minute 
was  lodged  under  which  their  Lordships  granted  a  super- 
vision order  remitted  to  Lord  Stormonth  Darling,  and 
appointed  Mr.  T.  Bennett  Claik,  CA,  liquidator.  Three 
creditors  were  put  on  the  committee  on  the  advice  of  the 
liquidator. 

Fromms  Extract  Company,  Limited. — In  the  Court  of 
Appeal  on  February  26,  before  Lords  Justices  Rigby, 
Vaughan  Williams,  and  Stirling,  judgment  was  given  in  the 
case  of  Fromms  Extract  (Limited),  an  appeal  by  the 
company  from  an  order  of  Mr.  Justice  Cozens-Hardy,  who 
had  directed  the  compulsory  winding-up  of  the  company  on 
the  ground  that  it  had  ceased  to  carry  on  business  and  that 
its  substratum  was  gone.  The  matter  was  adjourned  from 
last  week  in  order  to  see  whether,  in  the  event  of  a  com- 
pulsory winding-up,  the  petitioning  creditor  would  agree  to 
indemnify  the  official  liquidator  in  any  proceedings  he 
might  think  fit  to  take  against  Mr.  Vanner,  against  whom 
there  was  said  to  be  a  claim.  Counsel  now  gave  that  under- 
taking, and  on  these  terms  their  Lordships  directed  the 
order  for  a  compulsory  winding-up  to  stand,  and  dismissed 
the  appeal. 
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A.  MiLLAB  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  report  and  statement 
of  accounts,  which  were  endorsed  at  a  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders of  this  company  in  Dublin  on  February  21,  show 
that  after  deducting  all  trade  charges,  including  bad  debts, 
depreciation,  and  directors'  fees,  the  balance  to  credit  of 
profit-and-loss  account,  including  the  balance  brought 
forward  from  last  year,  amounts  to  14,416Z.  Out  of  this  an 
interim  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  preference  and  6  per 
cent,  on  ordinary  shar<  s  was  paid  in  July  last,  and  a  final 
•dividend  of  5  per  ceiit.  on  the  preference  (less  income-rax) 
was  paid  in  January,  1901,  leaving  a  balancs  of  9,387/. 
available  for  distribution.  With  this  a  final  dividend 
equivalent  to  10  per  cent,  for  the  year  is  to  be  paid  on  the 
ordinary  shares,  500Z.  is  added  to  reserve  (which  now 
stands  at  lO.OOOZ  ),  1,000Z.  added  to  building  fund  account, 
and  2,900Z.  carried  forward. 

Alfred  Bird  &  Sons  (Limited)  — The  first  annual  meet- 
ing of  this  company  was  held  at  tfte  offices,  in  Birmingham, 
on  February  25.  Mr.  Alfred  F.  Bird  presided,  and  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  report  (particulars  of  which  were  given 
in  the  C.  S'  D  ,  February  23,  page  313).  The  profits  for  the 
year  (amounting  to  30  183/.)  showed,  he  said,  an  increase  of 
5,680/.,  or  23  per  cent,  on  the  average  profits  stated  in  the 
prospectus,  on  the  faith  of  which  the  public  were  invited  to 
feubscribe  to  the  preference  issue.  The  preference  share- 
holders had  the  first  call  on  profits,  now  amounting  to  four 
times  the  total  of  the  preference  dividend.  The  new  year 
had  opened  satisfactorily,  and  gave  them  every  reason  to 
hope  that  the  results  of  the  past  year  would  not  only  be 
maintained,  but  surpassed.  The  policy  of  the  directors 
would  be  to  build  up  a  substantial  reserve  outside  the  busi- 
ness, and  they  were  now  investing  some  of  the  surplus  funds 
in  first-class  securities.  Tlie  report  was  adopted,  and  a 
dividend  of  7J  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares  was 
declared. 

Spratt's  Patex  t  (Limited). — The  report  of  the  directors 
of  this  company  for  19 JO  states  that  the  profit-and-loss 
account,  after  providing  for  expenses  of  management, 
maintenance  of  premises,  &c  ,  charging  interest  on  mortgage, 
debentures,  preference  shares,  dividends,  and  all  other 
expenses,  providing  a  reserve  of  2,000/.,  and  writing  oflE 
10,000/  from  the  first  item  of  assets,  shows  a  balance  of 
105,314i.  From  this  the  interim  dividend  on  ordinary 
shares  at  Qs.  per  share  for  the  first  six  months  to  June  30, 
amounting  to  9,000/ ,  had  been  paid,  leaving  96,314/.  The 
directors  recommend  a  dividend  for  the  second  six  months 
at  the  rate  of  10,<  per  ordinary  share,  making,  with  the 
interim  dividend,  16  •.  per  share  fjr  the  year,  which  will  ab-orb 
15,000/.,  also  a  bonus  of  bs  per  share,  absorbing  7,500/., 
and  an  addition  of  60,000/.  to  special  reserve,  which  leaves 
13  814/.  to  carry  forward.  In  consideration  of  the  very 
large  increase  in  machinery  and  plant  at  Poplar  the  board 
had  considered  it  prudent  to  write  off  10,000/.  A  further 
considerable  extension  of  buildings  on  the  company's 
freehold  property  at  Poplar,  is  in  progress,  and  is  expected  to 
be  completed  during  the  current  year.  This  may  involve  a 
remunerative  outlay  of  about  50,000/.,  but  the  board  do 
not  contemplate  any  further  very  large  outlay  on  capital 
ac30unt  during  the  present  year. 

W.  B.  FoRDHAM  &;  Sons  (Limited)  —The  annual  general 
meeting  of  this  company  was  held  at  the  ofiices,  York  Road, 
N.,  on  February  25,  Mr.  W.  B.  Fordham  (chairman  of  the 
company)  presiding.  The  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption 
of  the  report,  referred  to  the  retirement  from  the  board  of 
their  energetic  director  Mr.  J.  T.  Burden,  who  had  severed 
a  pleasant  business  connection  extending  over  thirty  years 
The  board  greatly  regretted  losing  Mr.  Burden's  services,  the 
real  value  of  which  could  only  be  known  to  those  acquainted 
with  the  inner  workings  of  the  establishment.  The  business 
of  the  past  year  had  resulted  in  a  smaller  turnover,  consider- 
ably reduced  profits,  and  a  shrunken  dividend.  Neverthe- 
less, it  was  comforting  to  reflect  that  during  the  fifteen  years 
the  company  had  bpen  incorporated  they  had  managed  to 
pay  an  average  dividend  of  over  9  per  cent,  per  annum.  They 
had  had  to  face  increased  expenditure  for  insu-ances  and 
rates  and  taxes,  and  ihe  late  strike  at  the  docks  had  caused 
them  great  inconvenience,  annoyance,  and  extra  expense. 
The  outlook  for  1901  was,  however,  decidedly  bright.  Mr. 
J.  T.  Burden,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  he  spent  the 
entire  thirty -two  3  ears  of  his  business  life  in  the  service  of 


Fordhams,  in  happy  association  with  all  engaged  in  the 
establishment,  but  had  lately  begun  to  feel  that  he  was 
taking  upon  himself  more  than  his  constitution  would  stand. 
He  should  continue  to  take  the  greatest  interest  in  the 
company,  and  hoped  to  be  able  to  introduce  valuable 
customers  to  them  from  time  to  time.  He  only  regretted 
that  the  severance  of  his  active  service  with  the  concern 
should  have  occurred  at  the  end  of  one  of  the  worst  years 
they  had  yet  gone  through.  The  report  having  been  adopted, 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Fordham  to  a  seat  on  the 
board  was  then  explained  by  the  Chairman,  who  said  that 
the  promotion  had  been  precipitated  by  the  unexpected 
retirement  of  Mr.  Burden.  The  shareholders  were  now  asked 
to  confirm  the  appointment.  Mr.  Edward  Fordham  moved 
a  resolution  to  this  effect,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Henderson,  and  carried  unanimously.  The  election  of  Mr. 
Monshall,  the  Secretary  of  the  company,  to  a  seat  on  the 
board  was  also  unanimously  approved,  the  re-election  of  Mr. 
Edward  Fordham  as  a  director  and  of  Mr.  Henderson  as 
auditor  concluding  the  business. 

Argentine  Borax  Company  (Limited). — Mr.  Justice 
Cozens-Hardy,  on  February  27,  had  before  him  the  petition 
of  the  London  Trustee  and  Finance  Corporation  (Limited) 
for  the  compulsory  winding-up  of  this  company.  Mr. 
Eustace  Smith,  in  support  of  the  petition,  said  that  the 
petitioners  were  the  assignees  of  a  judgment  debt  of  600/. 
against  the  company.  Judgment  was  obtained  by  consent, 
one  of  the  terms  being  that  execution  should  not  be  issued 
upon  the  judgment  for  six  months.  Just  prior  to  the  expira- 
tion of  that  term  the  company  sent  out  a  notice  to  the  share- 
holders asking  for  a  resolution  to  be  passed  for  voluntary 
winding-up,  on  the  ground  that  the  company  could  not  pay 
its  debts.  The  petition  was  presented  before  the  resolution 
was  passed,  and  he  should  press  for  a  compulsory  order  on 
th»,  ground  that  the  creditors  would  be  prejudiced  by  the 
voluntary  winiing-up.  The  circumstances  under  which  the 
company  was  formed  and  went  to  allotment  were  very 
suspicious,  and  ought  to  be  investigated  The  petition  was 
opposed  on  behalf  of  the  company,  the  creditors,  and  the 
shareholders,  and  the  continuation  of  the  voluntary  winding- 
up  was  asked  for.  After  arguments  and  discussion,  Mr. 
Justice  Cozens-Hirdy  directed  the  petition  to  stand  over 
until  Saturday  week  for  the  production  of  further  evidence. 


fIDarrtaoe. 


McNally — Hughes.— On  February  12,  at  Star  of  the  Sea 
Church,  Sandymount,  Dublin,  by  the  R3V.  Father  Purcell, 
C.C ,  Mario  McNally,  senior  assistant  in  the  Earl  Street 
branch  of  Leonard's  Medical  Hall,  to  Francis  (Fanny), 
youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Michael  Hughes,  Dublin. 
Miss  Hughes  served  her  apprenticeship  to  the  drug-trade  in 
the  same  estiblishment. 


Deaths. 


Brevitt. — On  February  27,  at  Handsworth,  near  Birming- 
ham, Mr.  W.  Yates  Brevitt,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Aged  66. 

Clarkson.— At  Bradford,  Mr.  Thomas  Edward  Clarkson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  36  Tyrrel  Street.    Aged  35. 

FitzGerald.— On  February  22,  at  7  Ely  Place,  Dublin, 
George  Francis  FitzGerald,  F.T.C.I).,  F  K  S.  Aged  50. 
Professor  FitzGerald  was  the  son  of  Dr.  FitzGerald,  Bishop 
of  Cork,  who  was  afterwards  translated  to  Kiilaloe.  He  was 
educated  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  where  he  had  a  most 
distinguished  career.  In  1880  he  was  appointed  Registrar  of 
the  University  Engineering  School,  and  in  the  following 
year  he  was  elected  to  the  post  of  Erasmus  Smith  Professor 
of  Natural  and  Experimental  Philosophy.  He  took  his 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Science  in  the  Univer.-ity  in  1891. 
Professor  FitzGerald  was  President  of  Section  A  of  the 
British  Association  at  its  congress  in  Bath  in  1888,  and  he 
had  held  the  position  of  examiner  for  London  University  in 
experimental  sciences  since  1883.  He  was  elected  a  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  Society  in  1883,  and  he  acted  as  Hon.  Secretary 


March  2,  1901 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


353 


of  the  Royal  Dublin  Society  between  tbe  years  1881  and 
1889.  In  1893  Professor  FitzGerald  delivered  the  Helmholtz 
Memorial  Lecture  to  the  Chemical  Society,  which  was 
characterised  by  remarkable  erudition  and  eloquence,  and 
showed  the  lecturer's  intimacy  with  atomic  and  other  funda- 
mental chemical  theories.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty 
of  Science  of  the  newly-constituted  University  of  London, 
held  on  February  26,  the  following  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted : — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Faculty  of  Science  of  the  University 
of  London,  having  heard  with  profound  sorrow  of  the  premature 
death  of  the  late  Professor  George  Francis  FitzGerald,  desires  to 
place  on  record  its  high  appreciation  of  his  brilliant  qualities  as  a 
man,  as  a  teacher,  as  an  investigator,  and  as  a  leader  of  scientific 
thought,  and  to  express  to  his  family  its  mournful  sympathy 
nnder  the  calamity  which  has  befallen  science  and  his  many 
friends. 

Professor  Tilden,  in  a  letter  to  the  Times,  writes  that  the 
position  occupied  by  tlie  late  Professor  FitzGerald  in  the 
esteem  of  those  best  qualified  to  judge  of  his  influence  on 
the  progress  of  physical  science,  is  not  fully  appreciated. 
Professor  FitzGerald  was  one  of  those  unselfish  souls  who 
are  willing  to  share  their  ideas  with  their  friends,  and  to  his 
inspiration  many  a  scientific  man  owes  a  clarification  and 
enlightenment  of  his  own  mind,  which  is  not  always  fully 
acknowledged.  In  1899  a  Royal  medal  was  awarded  to 
Professor  FitzGerald  by  the  Royal  Society,  chiefly  in 
recognition  of  his  researches  in  radiation  and  electrical 
theory. 

FOESTER  — At  Dover,  on  February  23,  of  cerebral  htemor- 
rage,  Mr.  Robert  Henry  Forster,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Aged  64  The  late  Mr.  Forster  was  Chairman  of  the 
Amalgamated  Friendly  Societies  and  a  member  of  the  St 
James's  Burial  Board.  He  was  for  thirty-seven  and  a  half 
years  a  quartermaster-sergeant  in  1st  Cinque  Ports  Artillery 
V'olunteers,  retiring  with  the  rank  of  orderly-room  sergeant 
and  the  long-service  medal.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Amalga- 
mated Friendly  Society  it  was  decided  to  perpetuate  Mr. 
Forster's  memory  by  endowing  a  cot  in  Dover  Hospital, 
designated  the  "Forster  Cot." 

Hewlett. — At  Kidbrooke,  Brixton,  S.W.,  on  February  25, 
Mr.  Charles  James  Hewlett,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and 
'  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son, 
wholesale  druggists,  Charlotte  Street,  E.C.    Aged  90  yearr. 


Mr.  Hewlett  was  the  doyra  of  the  wholesale  drng-tra(5e  in 
this  country.  He  founded,  almost  seventy  years  ago  (in  the 
year  1832),  the  firm  of  Hewlett  &  Goddard,  at  68  Hattoa 
Garden,  where  it  remained  for  about  a  dozen  years,  when 
1  he  business  was  removed  to  Arthur  Street  West,  London 
Bridge.  In  1863  the  second  removal  was  made  to  Creechurch 
Lane,  and  the  style  of  the  firm  was  Hewlett  &  Taylor.  Mr. 


Taylor  retired  in  1870,  and  his  place  was  taken  by  Mr.  John 
C.  Hewlett,  F.C.S.,  pharmaceirtical  chemist,  v.ho  has  been 
associated  in  the  business  with  his  father  from  his  youth. 
The  firm  then  became  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son.  Finally  the 
firm  removed  in  1880  to  Charlotte  Street,  and  there  on 
several  occasions  extensions  have  been  mide  to  the  premise.s 
in  order  to  cope  with  the  rapidly  developing  colonial  and  ex- 
port connection  which  Mr.  John  C.  Hewlett  has  consistently 
fostered.  Mr.  C.  J.  Hewlett  retired  f.om  the  active  direc- 
tion of  the  business  about  ten  years  ago,  when,  having  had 
practically  more  than  sixty  years  in  harness,  he  considered 
that  he  had  had  enough  of  it,  and,  although  a  hale  and 
hearty  man,  he  had  not  during  his  retirement  troubled  much 
much  about  business  except  to  make  an  occasional  visit  to 
town.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Hewlett  was  a  man  of  stoic 
complacency,  and  one  time  when  a  fire  broke  out  at  his 
Creechurch  Lane  premises  and  word  was  brought  to  him  at 
his  private  house  before  breakfast,  he  calmly  concluded  his 
toilet,  went  down  to  the  breakfast-room,  unfolded  his  news- 
paper with  accustomed  leisure,  and  to  a  suggestion  that  he 
should  take  an  early  train  to  town  said,  "  Why  should  I  I  I 
cannot  put  out  the  fire."  Mr.  Hewlett  joined  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  very  early  in  its  history, 
and  his  name  occurs  in  the  second  list  (1842)  of  London 
members,  so  that  he  just  missed  being  a  founder.  His  con- 
nection with  the  Society  has  continued  until  his  death. 
Mr.  Hewlett  was  very  happily  married,  and  in  addition  to 
his  son,  Mr.  John  C.  Hewlett,  now  head  of  the  firm,  he  had 
a  family  of  four  daughters.  His  eldest  daughter  married 
Mr.  William  Haye',  of  Dublin,  whose  connection  with  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  as  a  councillor,  and 
latterly  as  President,  is  well  known.  Another  daughter  who 
married  Dr.  Burton-Brown,  C.I.E.,  late  professor  of  chemistry 
at  the  Medical  College,  Lahore,  died  in  India  some  years 
ago.  [The  funeral  of  Mr  Hewlett  took  place  at  Kensal  Green 
Cemetery  on  Thursday,  February  28.] 

Jacksox.— On  February  23,  at  Charleraont  Street  Private 
Hospital,  Dublin,  Joseph  B.  Jackson,  L.A.H.,  late  propiittor 
of  Jackson's  Medical  Hall,  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

KiNXE.\R  — At  Elie,  on  February  21,  Alice  Janet,  daughter 
of  the  late  Mr.  James  Aithur  Kinnear,  chemist,  Dundee. 

MOTTR.VJI. — At  Woodley,  Cheshire,  on  February  3,  Mr. 
James  Mottram,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  88. 

Richards. — ^At  Widnes,  on  February  25,  Mr.  Hugh  Aubrey 
Richards.  Aged  46.  Mr,  Richards,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Town  Council,  went  to  Widnes  as  assistant  to  Dr. 
McDonnell,  and  afterwards  com.menced  business  in  Mtrsey 
Street  as  a  chemist  and  druggist.  He  was  very  popular  in 
the  town. 

RoBERT.s. — On  February  16,  Mr.  Gdorge  Roberts,  Wesb 
Bromwicb,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  65. 

RfDER. — On  February  18,  Mr.  John  Edward  Ryder, 
chemist  and  druggi.s*;,  of  Regent  Street,  Teignmouth. 

Saunders. — At  Nesv  Southgate,  Mr.  James  Warnes 
Shnnders,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  48. 

Stanley.  — On  February  19,  at  Derby  House,  Slyne,  Mr. 
Jacob  Stanley,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  for  many  years 
managed  the  business  of  Mr.  Carruthers,  chemist  and 
druggist,  in  Market  Street,  Lancaster.  Mr.  Stanley  was  a 
native  of  Deptford,  and  after  serving  his  apprenticeship 
there,  he  acted  for  a  time  as  manager  to  Messrs.  Goad  &  Co  , 
wholesale  chemists,  Manchester.  From  there  he  went  to 
Lancaster,  and  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Carruthers  he  relin- 
quished pharmacy.  He  was  a  prominent  Freemason,  and 
for  twenty  years  sidesman  of  Bolton-le-Sands  parish 
church. 

StATHERS. — At  Bristol,  on  February  14,  Mr.  James 
Stathers,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  laboratory  chemist  to 
Messrs.  Henry  Matthews  &  Co.  for  nearly  forty  years. 
Aged  80. 

Wilkinson  —On  February  11,  Mr.  William  Wilkinson, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Ealing.  Aged  82.  Mr.  Wilkinson 
was  formerly  in  business  at  Lambeth  Walk  and  Wanstead. 

Wright. — On  February  13,  Mr.  George  Henry  Wright, 
chemist  and  druggist,  London.    Aged  80. 
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pbarmaceuttcal  Societi^  of 
(Brcat  Britain, 


LOCAL  MEETING. 

THE  first  meeting  of  the  Divisional  Secretaries  under  the 
Council's  new  organisation-scheme  was  held  at  New- 
castlc-on-Tyne  on  February  27.  Previous  to  the  meeting 
Mr.  T.  Maltby  Clague  and  Mrs.  Clague  entertained  the 
Divisional  Secretaries  to  tea,  those  present  including  Messrs. 
Bell  (Gateshead),  Cubey  (Blaydon),  Brand  (Wallsend), 
Gibson,  jun.  (Hexham),  Newbigin  (Alnwick),  Brayshay 
(Stockton),  Robinson  (Darlington),  Buckley  (North  Shields), 
Ranken  (Sunderland),  Bowman  (Silksworth),  and  Rose 
(Jarrow).  There  were  also  present  Mr.  R.  Bremridge 
(Registrar),  Mr.  Ridley  (President  Local  Association), 
Alderman  Harrison  (Sunderland),  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson 
(Secretary  of  the  Federation).  Mr.  T.  Maltby  Clague  was 
voted  to  the  chair,  and  with  him  on  the  platform  were 
representatives  of  the  various  organisations  in  the  district. 
In  opening  the  meeting  the  Chairman  said  Jacob  Bell's  old 
era  had  come  back  again,  and  organisation  was  coming  to 
the  fore.  The  Federation,  represented  by  their  secretary 
present  there,  had  done  good  work  in  this  direction  and 
would  continue  to  do  so.  Alderman  Harrison  then 
addressed  the  meeting,  numbering  about  fifty,  upon  the 

Draft  Pharmacy  Bill. 

He  emphasised  previous  deliverances  which  he  had  made  on 
several  occasions  locally  and  ehewhere.  He  would  not 
argue  whether  the  present  method  of  electing  the  Council 
was  the  be>t,  but  he  did  insist  that  local  organisation  was 
essential,  and  granted  the  right  men  as  divisional  secretaries 
were  appointed  the  Society  would  be  the  gainer  by  much.  As 
an  example  of  the  power  possessed  by  the  trade,  he  instancol 
the  quashing  of  the  Companies  Bill  last  year,  and  similar 
opportunity  would  soon  be  granted  to  either  make  or  mar  in 
the  new  Bill.  They  were  accused,  he  said,  of  disloyalty  to 
the  1868  Act,  but  that  was  not  so.  They  opposed  regulation 
of  company-trading  until  the  Government  took  up  the 
question.  They  rejected  the  Government  proposals,  and 
now  were  confronted  with  formulating  regulations  them- 
selves. The  Government  recognise  qualification  as  essential 
for  the  safety  of  the  public,  and  if  we  do  not  act  they  will, 
and  their  proposals  will  be  much  less  tj  our  liking  than  the 
Bill  now  before  us  is.  As  a  check  to  the  existence  of  bogus 
or  one-man  companies  which  do  not  have  a  board  of 
directors,  he  pointed  out  that  the  latest  edition  of  the  draft 
Bill — a  proof  of  which  he  held  in  his  hand — enacted  that 
all  companies  must  have  one  or  more  directors,  and  that 
these  directors  must  be  registered.  He  would  make 
strenuous  tfEorts  to  keep  this  qualified-directorate  clause 
intact,  as  if  this  be  conceded,  then  half  their  case  is  given 
away.  In  the  proof  copy,  which  had  not  yet  been  laid 
before  the  Council,  provision  hai  been  made  to  check  hawk- 
ing at  market-place  stalls  or  by  personal  canvassing  of 
poisonous  goods  in  country  distiicts.  This  custom,  he  sftid, 
was  very  prevalent  in  that  locality.  Another  new  feature 
introduced  was  that  the  registered  address  of  the  shop  was 
held  to  be  the  registered  address  of  the  seller  of  a  poison. 
He  asked  the  support  of  everyone  in  order  that  a  united  front 
might  be  opposed  to  the  strong  interest  companies  were  able 
to  bring  forward  in  the  Commons. 

Questions  and  Suggestions 

were  now  asked  for  by  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  Gibson  would  empower  Council  to  erase  names  from 
register  in  cases  of  need. 

"  Yes,"  said  Mr.  HARRrsoN,  "  he  would  bs  glad  to  have  it 
so,  but  Parliament  is  very  chary  of  giving  powers  of  that 
description." 

Mr.  Ranken  wished  to  know  what  the  51.  penalty  meant. 

Mr.  Clague  replied  that  for  each  and  every  offence  a 
penalty  would  be  incurred. 

Messrs.  Buckley  and  Golightly  asked  for  information 
regarding  the  number  and  qualification  of  directors. 

Mr.  Gilderdale  regretted  that  more  was  not  asked  for 
in  the  BiU.  He  would  make  the  penalty  much  heavier,  as 
alsD  would  others  who  spoke. 


Mr.  Todd  would  have  reciprocity  with  the  colonies. 

Messrs.  Ellis,  Dudderidge,  Foggan,  Giles,  and  others 
submitted  various  questions,  the  replies  being  summarised  in 
Mr.  Harrison's  remarks  as  follows :  The  Council  were 
prepared  to  recognise  any  school  whatsoever,  providing,  in 
their  opinion,  an  adequate  and  systematic  course  of  instruc- 
tion was  carried  out.  He  was  sure  they  would  accept  any 
good  certificate  under  Clause?.  The  Council  can  not  increase 
their  powers  by  adding  to  Acts  of  Parliament,  but  can 
supplement  them  by  by-laws  which  must  be  accepted  or 
rejected  en  bloc,  as  it  would  not  be  feasible  to  allow  one 
clause  to  be  accepted  at  a  general  meeting  and  another 
rejected  as  it  might  alter  the  whole  scope  of  the  proposals.  If 
the  by-laws  were  not  acceptable  they  should  seed  them  back, 
and  put  another  set  of  men  on  the  Council  at  next  election. 
Regarding  reciprocity  with  the  colonies,  as  soon  as  they 
brought  their  examination  standard  up  to  the  home  one,  full 
measure  of  reciprocity  would  be  accorded  them.  He  would 
keep  the  penalty  as  it  is,  and  go  for  wealthy  offenders 
often.  Co-operative  societies  were  a  difficult  problem.  They 
could  not  be  touched  for  supply  of  poisons  to  their  own 
members,  but  would  come  within  the  law  if  they  sold  poisons 
to  non-members. 

A  series  of  questions  by  Mr.  Meeson,  and  sent  to  him  as 
Federation  Secretary  were  then  submitted.  The  first  three 
were  as  follows  : — 

1.  As  to  directors.  How  will  Clause  4  prevent  small  companies 
of  seven  or  twelve  persons  carrying  on  the  business  ?  They  do 
not  require  to  hive  directors,  but  can  do  all  the  necessary  busi- 
ness by  holding,  when  necessary,  meetings  of  the  shareholders, 
who  can  give  authority  to  any  paid  secretary  or  manager,  who  will 
not  be  a  director  and  need  not  be  a  qualified  chemist  unless  he 
actually  sells  poisons. 

2.  If  provision  has  been  made  to  meet  this,  can  Mr.  Harrison 
say  what  the  modification  is  '? 

3.  Can  Mr  Harrison  indicate  any  other  modifications  that  have 
been  made  in  the  Bill '? 

Mr.  Harrison  replied,  he  had  already  covered  these 
questions  in  his  remarks. 

4.  Will  the  existing  pharmacy  schools  be  recoj;uised  under  the 
Council's  curriculum  scheme  ? 

"  On  their  merits,  yes." 

5.  If  not,  what  steps  should  they  take  to  brin.;  themselves  into 
line  '? 

No  reply. 

6.  Can  Mr.  Harrison  say  if  the  Council,  in  accepting  the  decision 
of  the  Courts  in  ttie  Strachan  case,  is  prepared  to  agree  to  the 
largely  expressed  desire  of  members  of  the  Society  and  students 
that  the  provision  for  excusing  the  absence  of  candidates  in  cases 
of  sudden  illness  will  be  allowed  to  remain,  and  that  such  can- 
didates will  be  allowed  to  present  themselves  on  a  subsequent 
occasion  on  payment  of  a  nominal  sum  of  Is.  ? 

7.  If  so,  will  the  Council  intimate  its  readiness  to  do  so  to  the 
Privy  Council  ? 

Thesa  were  ignored. 

8.  Is  it  the  case  that  examiners  are  paid  for  the  examination  of 
candidates  even  when  they  do  not  present  themselves,  or  is  it 
only  for  examiued  candidates  that  they  are  paid  '? 

"The  examiners  are  paid  on  account  of  those  actually 
examined." 

9.  Is  it  not  the  cise  that  at  the  present  timt  the  Council  has 
ample  power  to  divide  the  examinations  and  also  by  by-law  to 
accept  certificates  of  other  examining  bodies  in  lieu  of  chemistry, 
botany,  Arc,  just  as  it  does  with  Latin,  arithmetic,  &c.  ? 

'■The  Council  has  no  power  at  present  to  divide  the 
examination,  but  is  trying  to  get  it  now.  It  has  no  power 
t)  accept  certificates  in  science  subjects  as  in  the  First 
examination  subjects." 

10.  Will  not  the  cost  of  keeping  a  registei  of  all  shops  be  a 
costly  business  ?    How  is  the  expense  to  be  met  ? 

"  Yes,  it  would  be  costly,  and  the  Society's  funds  would 
have  to  bear  the  cost." 

11.  Should  there  not  be  a  registration-fee,  and  is  it  not  neces- 
sary that  the  register  should  be  published  ? 

This  was  ignored. 

12.  Will  the  Act  have  any  effect  in  Scotland  unless  it  is  clearly 
stated  that  a  corporate  body  means  not  only  a  joint-stock  com- 
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pany,  but  also  iacludes  any  private  firm,  association,  or  partner- 
ship '? 

"  Yes,  this  is  provided  for  in  the  fiaal  draft  of  thj  Bill." 

Mr.  NEVVBEaiN  moved,  and  Mr.  Brayshay  seconded, 

That  this  maoting  accepts  the  general  principle  of  the  Bill  as 
fairly  representing  its  interests. 

Mr.  Brayshay  was  glad  to  fiad  that  the  soporific  old  lady 
of  the  "  Square  "  was  waking  up  a  bit. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  and  votes  of 
thanks  closed  the  proceedings. 

Keeping  the  Register. 

Before  dispersal  the  Registrar  remarked  that  500  notices 
had  been  sent  out  upon  a  new  register,  and  over  a  dozen  had 
come  back  through  the  Dead  Letter  Office.  An  experiment 
made  of  sending  three  or  four  communications  addressed  to 
as  many  persons  known  to  be  dead  for  some  time  resulted 
in  none  of  the  letters  being  returned,  and  yet  he  pleaded  he 
was  expected  to  keep  his  register  accurate. 


A  Newcastle  Smoker. 

One  of  the  best  smoking-concerts  held  in  connection  with 
the  Newcastle  and  District  Chemists'  Association  took  place 
in  the  Hotel  M6tropole,  Newcastle,  on  February  20.  Mr. 
Charles  Ridley  presided  over  a  very  good  attendance,  in- 
cluding gentlemen  from  all  the  towns  in  the  district.  The 
students  of  the  North  of  England  School  of  Pharmacy  were 
invited,  and  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  success  of 
the  entertainment.  Songs,  glees,  and  recitations  were  ably 
given  by  Messrs.  Craven,  Gibbon,  Aitchison,  Gibson,  C. 
Cheeseman,  Walter  Webb,  Robertson,  Parsons,  Pope,  and 
Head.  Mr.  J.  S.  Hill  delighted  the  audience  with  his 
manipulation  of  the  'cello.  Mr.  Wilson  proved  a  most 
eflBcient  accompanist.  Before  the  conclusion  the  President's 
health  was  toasted  with  musical  honours. 

Inaugural  Dinner. 

The  inaugural  dinner  of  the  Barn.sley  and  District 
Chemists'  Association  was  held  on  February  21  at  the  Royal 
Hotel,  Barnsley.  There  were  present  Mr.  J.  Wood  (Presi- 
dent), Dr.  J.  F.  Horne  (Mayor  of  Bainsley),  Messrs.  A.  R. 
Tomlin,  W.  Moorhouse,  J.  Willey,  G.  A.  Pickering,  J.  E, 
Matthew,  H  B.  Billiogton,  E.  Nash,  W.  A.  Bellamy,  W.  Rigby, 
E  W.  Silson  (Bradford),  AV.  Stead  (Dewsbury),  G.  Squire 
(Sheffield),  W.  Robson,  and  J.  Sleight  (Wath-on-Dearne), 

G.  Mackridge  (Barrsley),  H.  Buttery  (York). 

Mr.  E  Nash,  in  proposing  the  "  Pharmaceutical  Society," 
recapitalated  the  work  of  the  Society  during  the  past  year. 
He  regretted  the  register  of  members  did  not  show  such  an 
increase  of  members  as  could  be  wished,  but  considered  the 
work  of  the  Society  had  been  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  Mr. 

H.  B.  Billington  responded. 

Mr.  G.  Squire  proposed  "  The  Association,"  to  which  Mr.  J. 
Wood  (President)  suitably  responded.  "  The  Town  and  Trade 
of  Barnsley "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Tomlin,  and 
responded  to  by  the  Mayor,  Dr.  J.  F.  Horne,  who  was 
formerly  a  chemist. 

Songs  contributed  between  the  toasts  tended  to  increase  the 
enjoyment  of  the  evening. 

Festive  Managers. 

The  managers  of  Parke's  Drug-stores  (Limited)  had  their 
annual  dinner  at  the  Albion  Hotel,  Ludgate  Circus,  E.G.,  on 
February  20,  Mr.  John  Murison  (managing  director),  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Gibson  toasted  "  The  Company  "  in  a  witty 
speech,  in  which  he  referred  to  the  good  feeling  existing 
between  the  directors  and  managers,  and  Mr.  John  Lorimer 
replied.  Tne  Chairman  gave  The  Managers,"  acknowledging 
that  the  success  of  the  company  was  in  a  large  degree  due 
to  their  energy  and  faithfulness.  The  keynote  to  their 
mutual  confidence,  he  thought,  was  the  fact  that  he  treated 
his  managers  as  gentlemen  who  knew  the  business  for  which 
they  had  qualified,  and  not  as  so  many  machines.  Mr. 
Gibson  replied,  and,  after  Mr.  Morris  had  submitted  "  The 


Visitors,"  to  which  Mr.  Renter  responded,  the  Cliairman 
proposed  "The  Commercial  Travellers."  The  entertainment 
was  everything  that  could  be  desired,  visitors  and  managers 
contributing ;  and  after  the  Chairman  had  been  fitly  toasted, 
and  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  sung,  the  company  separated. 

Dispensers  Smoke. 

The  smoking-concert  of  the  Public  and  Poor-law  Dis- 
pensers' Association,  held  at  Stone's  Restaurant,  Ludgate 
Hill,  E  C,  on  February  27,  cannot  be  described  as  otherwise' 
than  a  success.  The  President  of  the  Association,  Mr.  F.  ■ 
Noad  Clark,  bsamod  genially  on  all  and  sundry  from  the 
chair,  and  kept  things  going  with  a  hum.  The  attendance 
was  very  good,  and  the  programme  of  unusual  excelknce 
for  a  smoker.  Several  of  the  members  of  the  Association 
obviously  possess  musical  qualifications  of  no  mean  order, 
and  the  arrangements  and  organisation  (as  tlie  Chairman 
remarked  during  a  prosaic  interval)  left  nothing  to  be 
desired.  This  was  evidently  the  opinion  of  the  audience, 
who  accorded  Messrs.  C.  Spenser  and  W.  Duff  special  thanks 
"  in  the  usual  manner."  It  would  be  invidious  to  select 
specific  items  as  the  more  praiseworthy  out  of  such  an 
evenly  excellent  programme,  but,  perhaps,  the  contributions 
of  Mr.  R.  E  Djrrell,  Master  Horace  Y.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  C. 
Andrew,  and  the  humorous  items  of  Mr.  Harry  Bourne,  are 
deserving  of  particular  note.  The  other  contributors,  all  of 
high  merit,  were  Messrs.  C.  R.  Lewis,  G.  Stewartson,  J.  J. 
Duff,  A.  Albrecht,  F.  R.  Duff,  and  Percy  Capps. 


]pcr0onaUttC0. 


Mr.  Edward  Evans,  .jun.,  was  re-elected  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  the  National  Liberal  Federation  at  the 
meeting  held  in  Rugby  on  Wednesday. 

Dr  Frkdkric  Bordas,  Director  of  the  Paris  Municipal 
Laboratory,  is  in  England  investigating  the  arsenical- beer 
epidemic  on  behalf  of  the  Paris  municipality. 

Lord  Lister  has  been  appointed  Serjeant-Surgeon  in 
Ordinary,  and  Sir  William  MacCormacand  Sir  Thomas  Smith 
have  been  appointed  Honorary  Serjeant-Surgeons  to  King 
Edward  VII. 

Lieutenant  A.  C.  Vallance  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Mansfield  (of  Messrs.  J.  WooUey,  Sons  &  Co 's  representative' 
staff)  was  on  February  13  duly  installed  the  Worshipful  Master 
of  the  Local  Lodge  of  Freemasons  ("  Forest  Lodge,  1852  "). 

Mr    George   James    Gostling,    J.P.,    chemist  and 
druggis"^,   Chairman  of  the   Stowmarket   Urban  District 
Council,  has  been  returned  unopposed  as  the  representative 
of  the  Stowmarket  division  of  the  East  Suffolk  County 
I  Council. 

Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  President  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  while  at  Cardiff  last  week,  was  invited  by  the 
Visiting  Committee  of  the  Cardiff  Board  of  Guardians  to 
inspect  the  Cardiff  Cottage  Homes.  Mr.  Newsholme,  as  ex- 
Chairman  of  the  Sheffield  Board  of  Guardians,  was  one  of 
the  initiators  of  the  children's  cottage-home  system  in 
Sheffield. 

Sergeant-Farrier  J.  B.  Bell,  of  the  Northumberland 
and  Durham  Yeomanry,  and  son  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Bell,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  Haltwhistle,  arrived  home  invalided  last 
week.  The  gallant  sergeant  met  with  a  very  hearty  recep- 
tion, and  the  townsmen  and  town  band  turned  out  to  sere- 
nade him.  He  hopes  to  return  to  active  service  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks. 


The  Local  Government  Medical  Stores  Department  at 
Bombay  are  this  week  buyers  of  the  following,  among  other 
items  :— Fifty  sets  scales  and  weiehts  ;  100  dressing-scissors  ; 
500  common  curved  needles ;  60  German-silver  catheters ; 
60  lbs.  iodine  resub. ;  2,000  lbs.  vaseline  (Chesebrougli's) ; 
50  lbs.  santonin  ;  17  lbs.  ligature  flax ;  50  clinical  ther- 
mometers 6-inch  (Hicks's) ;  800  yards  indiarubber  tubing  of 
various  sizes  ;  100  lbs.  chloral  hydrate  ;  and  10  lbs.  ligature 
silk. 
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Euoptathalmine. — This  body  is  the  bydrocliloride  of  oxytoluyl- 
methylvinyldiacetonalkamine.  It  is  thus  a  close  relation  to  the 
now  well-known  eucaine,  and  is  said  to  be  a  compound  of  efjual 
utility. 

Amyl  Salicylate. — This  ester  of  salicylic  acid  has  been 
recommended  as  a  better  remedy  for  rheumatic  affections  than 
methyl  salicylate,  and  is  now  on  the  market  in  a  state  of  great 
purity.  It  forms  a  colourless  liquid,  of  sp.  gr.  1065,  at  15°,  and 
boils  at  250°  C.  (not  at  270°  C.  as  often  stated  in  text-books).  It 
is  almost  insoluble  in  water,  but  is  soluble  in  most  organic 
solvents. 

Ca£felne  Derivatives. — Tilden,  some  years  ago,  prepared 
caffeine  methyliodide  by  the  action  of  methyl  iodide  on  caffeine 
in  a  sealed  tube,  but  could  not  obtain  the  corresponding  ethyl 
derivative.  Rossolimo  has  now  prepared  caffeine  ethyl-iodide, 
C8HioN40.2.C.,H5T,  melting  at  182°-183°,  and  the  corresponding 
chloride,  which  melts  at  exactly  the  same  temperature  (Chem. 
Central.,  1901,  401). 

Cltraptene.— Theulier  (Chem.  Central,  1901,  113)  states  that 
he  has  isolated  two  crystalline  substances  from  oil  of  lemon.  To 
one  of  these  he  gives  the  name  "  citraptene."  It  melts  at  145°. 
An  examination  of  its  properties  and  method  of  preparation,  how- 
ever, shows  that  it  is  identical  with  the  body  isolated  years  ago 
by  Crismer,  who  gave  the  melting-point  as  144°,  and  determined 
its  molecular  formula. 

Cantbarldln  Derivatives.— According  to  Meyer  (Chem- 
Central,  1901,  322)  when  cantharidin  is  allowed  to  stand  for  a 
long  time  in  contact  with  ammonia  a  crystalline  compound  is 
obtained,  which  he  considers  is  cantharidin  imide.  It  forms 
crystalline  needles,  melting  at  170°,  and  is  easily  converted  into 
its  anhydride,  meltmg  at  137°.  Caitharidin  appears  to  contain 
only  one  benzene  ring. 

Calang-al-root.  —  Testoui  (Gazz.  Cairn.,  1900,  327)  has 
isolated  from  galangal  root  the  two  crystalline  bodies,  galangin 
and  campheride.  Jahns  some  years  ago  claimed  to  have 
separated  a  body  which  he  termed  alpinin,  and  to  which  he 
assigned  a  formula.  Testoni  now  proves  that  this  body  is  in 
i-eality  a  mixture  of  the  two  bodies  above  named.  Numerous 
derivates  of  the  two  bodies  are  described  in  the  paper. 

Atomic  Welg-Ilts. — The  Committee  of  the  German  Chemical 
Society  for  the  revision  of  the  atomic  weights  of  the  elements 
have  just  issued  their  annual  table,  which  this  year  presents  a 
new  feature.  In  addition  to  the  "  International  "  atomic  weights 
— that  is,  those  depending  on  the  oxygen  value  of  sixteen — they 
give  the  "  didactic "  weights,  based  on  the  old  hydrogen  unit. 
The  alterations  from  last  year's  table  are  comparatively  unim- 
portant. 

Oil  of  Galang-a. — Romburgh  has  extracted  a  crystalline 
compound  from  the  oil  of  galanga-i'oot  (or  rhizome).  The  first 
distillate  of  this  oil  is  composed  almost  entirely  of  terpenes,  but 
the  later  fractions  are  very  heavy,  and  on  being  allowed  to  stand 
these  fractions  deposit  a  crystalline  substance.  This  has  been 
separated,  and  the  author  has  succeeded  in  identifying  the  crystals 
as  para-methoxy  cinnamic  ethyl  ester.  The  ester  was  prepared 
synthetically  by  condensing  anisic  aldehyde  and  ethyl  acetate, 
and  the  newly  separated  crystals  were  found  to  be  identical  in  all 
their  properties  with  the  synthetic  compound.  The  methoxy 
cinnamic  acid  obtained  on  hydrolysis  is  identical  with  that  pre- 
pared by  the  condensation  of  anisic  aldehyde  and  malonic  acid. 
It  melts  at  169°. 

Pbellandrene.— The  chemistry  of  this  terpene,  which  on 
account  of  its  special  exclusion  by  the  B.P.  from  official  eucalyptus 
oil,  is  of  much  interest,  has  recently  received  a  great  deal  of  attention 
from  Wallaoh  and  his  pupils.  The  crystalline  nitrite  can  be 
obtained  in  a  pure  condition  by  washing  with  water  and  dis- 
solving in  a  small  quantity  of  chloroform,  adding  alcohol  and 
ether,  and  allowing  the  crystals  to  separate.  Molecular  weight- 
determinations  by  means  of  the  freezing-point  depression  method 
show  that  the  compound  is  bi- molecular.  By  the  action  of 
ammonia  it  yields  a  nitroqihellandrene  of  the  formula  Cj^HiyNOo. 
Further  work  on  the  oxidation  products  of  this  derivative  lead 
Wallach  to  suggest  several  constitutional  formuljp  for  the  terpene, 
all  of  which  agree  in  containing  a  partially-reduced  benzene 
nucleus. 

The  Estimation  of  SXethyl  Anthranilate. — The  recent 
discovery  of  methyl  anthranilate  in  ueroli  and  jasmin  oils  (Erd- 
mann  and  Hesse),  and  in  orange  lime-flower  and  orange  pea  oils 
(E.  J.  Parry)  has  led  Hesse  and  Zeitschel  to  devise  a  method  for 
its  quantitative  determination.  These  chemists  state  [Berichte, 
1901,  296j  that  so  long  as  O'l  per  cent,  of  the  ester  is  present  it 
can  be  determined  by  treating  the  oil  with  a  mixture  of  ether  and 
sulphuric  acid  in  the  cold.  The  oil  is  cooled  to  0°,  and  2-3 
volumes  of  ether  are  added.  A  cold  mixture  d  1  volume  of  strong 


sulphuric  acid  and  5  volumes  of  ether  is  then  gradually  added 
until  no  further  precipitate  is  formed.  The  precipitate  is  collected 
on  a  filter  and  washed  with  ether  until  quite  odourless.  The 
crystalline  precipitate  is  then  dissolved  in  water  and  titrated  with 
seminormal  potash,  using  pbenolphthalein  as  an  indicator.  The 
amount  of  sulphuric  acid  proportional  to  the  amount  of  ester  is 
thus  determined,  from  which  the  methyl  anthranilate  is  easily 
calculated. 


Ipbarmaceutical  fauna. 


The  "Tither"  to  Caesar. 

He  was  a  gash  an'  faithfu'  tyke 
As  ever  lap  a  sheugh  or  dyke. 
His  honest,  sonsie,  baws'nt  face 
Ay  gat  him  friends  in  ilka  place. 

This  is  Burns,  therefore  immortal,  and  wonderfully  per- 
tinent. The  latter-day  Luath  is  the  "faithful  tyke"  that 
watches  the  browsing  of  the  fauna  in  North  British  phar- 
maceutical pastures.  It  is  gifted  with  keen  legal  scent,  can 
fetch  and  carry  as  well  as  any  field-dog,  looks  keenly  after 
Minor  matters,  and,  when  not  otherwise  engaged,  delights  in 
tearing  shoddy  logic,  red-tape,  and  false  argument  to  pieces, 
or  in  showing  the  young  lions  the  way  they  should  go.  Scien- 
tifically it  is  classified  as  Mons  Ridherford'd  var.  Johanna. 


Notices  are  inserted  free  in  this  section  if  properly  authenticated. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Cooper  has  bought  the  business  lately  carried 
on  by  Westlake  &  Co.  (Limited)  at  134  High  Street,  Sutton. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Smallman,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bristol,  is 
about  to  open  a  business  at  Brislington. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Horxby,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  opened 
a  branch-business  at  Pine  Cliff  Buildings,  Pokesdown, 
Bournemouth. 

The  warehouse  of  Messrs.  Lewis  &  Burrows  (Limited) 
has  been  transferred  from  Brompton  to  2  Margaret  Court, 
Great  Portland  Street,  W. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Widdowson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Broms- 
grove,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  W.  Clarke,  at 
Church  Road,  Burgess  Hill. 

Mr.  Ernest  J.  Parry,  B.Sc,  F.I.C,  analytical  chemist, 
has  removed  his  laboratory  from  134  LTpper  Thames  Street, 
E.C.,  to  208  High  Street,  Borough,  S.E. 

Messrs.  John  Wm.  Brooks  and  John  David  Melling 
carrjing  on  business  as  chemists  and  druggists  at  150 
Dean?gate,  Bolton,  under  the  style  of  Messrs.  J.  W.  Brooks 
&  Co.,  have  dissolved  partnership.  Mr.  Melling  retires  from 
the  buficess,  which  will  be  continued  by  Mr.  Brooks. 
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©baervationa  anb  IRcflcctiona, 

By  Xrayser. 


The  Anti-Consumption  Crusade  is  being  carried  on 
with  intelligence  and  moderation,  but  with  undoubted 
earnestness.  It  is  a  great  national  work  in  which  we  must 
all  be  interested.  The  annual  mortality  from  consumption 
in  the  United  Kingdom  exceeds  58,000,  or  nearly  five  times  the 
number  of  deaths  incurred  by  the  British  Army  in  the  South 
African  war.  And  medical  science  has  proved  that  this 
terrible  sacrifice  is  preventible.  In  1838— the  first  comp'ete 
year  of  Queen  Victoria's  reign — the  annual  consumption 
death-rate  in  this  country  was  38  per  10,000  ;  in  1899  it  had 
fallen  to  13  per  10,000.  Those  figures  are  encouraging,  for 
they  show  what  can  be  done  by  sanitation,  better  feeding, 
and  less  overcrowding.  Can  we  not  noN,  with  a  more 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  enemy  we  have  to  fight,  extirpate 
it  from  our  midst  before  the  middle  of  this  century  ? 

*  *  »  * 

Public  Gratitude  is  due  to  those  eminent  members  of 
the  medical  profession  who  are  generously  devoting  a  large 
share  of  their  time  to  the  work  of  expounding  to  the  public 
the  nature  of  the  problem.  I  attended  a  meeting  last  week 
at  the  Finsbury  Town  Hall  in  Clerkenwell.  Sir  W.  Broad- 
bent,  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne,  and  Professor  Macfadyean 
were  the  principal  speakers  There  was  an  audience  of  400 
or  500,  d  awn  principally  from  the  working-classes,  and  I  do 
not  believe  one  of  them  failed  to  follow  with  kcsn  interest 
every  point  in  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne's  masterly  exposi- 
tion of  the  causes  of  consumption,  of  the  tubercle  bacilli, 
and  of  the  methods  of  combating  the  disease.  A  diagram 
—very  ugly  from  a  Clerkenwell  point  of  view— faced  tlie 
audience,  showing  by  black  blots  the  unfortunate  pre- 
eminence of  Clerkenwell  as  a  consumption-centre.  The 
death-rate  from  tuberculous  disease  there  is  23  per  10,000, 
and  this  was  contrasted  with  the  8  per  10,000  of  Hamp:tead. 

*  *  *  * 

Sir  W.  Broadbent  explained  that  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Tuberculous  Disease,  of  which  he  is  President, 
attached  great  importance  to  a  system  of  notification  of 
consumption  cases.  But  they  had  not  thought  it  wise  to 
press  for  compulsory  powers  at  present.  They  asked  patients 
and  medical  men  to  help  them  voluntarily,  and  he  believed 
they  had  progressed  as  quickly  as  they  could  have  done  by 
getting  legal  powers.  In  Manchester,  he  stated,  there  is  a 
committee  of  ladies  one  of  whom  visits  every  house  where  a 
case  of  consumption  has  been  notified,  and  explains  the  need 
of  ventilation,  disinfection,  and  strict  cleanliness.  It  is  by 
such  methods  as  these,  by  direct  personal  efforts,  that 
consumption  will  be  stamped  out. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Tubercle  Bacillus  was  poetically  described  by  Sir 
J.  Crichton  Browne  as  probably  "  floating  on  the  motes  in  the 
sunbeams."  To  illustrate  its  minuteness  lie  said,  "  You  have 
probably  heard  of  the  old  theological  problem  of  how  many 
angels  can  stand  on  the  point  of  a  needle.  That  problem,  I 
believe,  has  not  yet  been  solved.  But  I  can  tell  you  how 
many  of  these  demons  can  stand  on  that  surface.  Micro- 
scopists  comparing  the  point  of  a  needle  with  the  size  of 
these  bacilli  have  calculated  that  more  than  900  of  them 
could  stand  togetlier  on  such  a  space.  To  put  it  another 
way,"  he  added  "  400,000,000  of  them  could  be  comfortably 
accommodated  on  a  postage-stamp." 

»  •  *  * 

"Kibe,"  as  J.  H.  shows,  as  the  term  for  an  ulcerated 
chilblain,  is  a  word  with  a  sufficient  history  behind  it  to 
justify  anyone  using  it.    Indeed,  it  is  likely  enough  that 


Boadicea  may  have  asked  the  Druids  for  a  salve  for  her 
kibes.  According  to  Skeat  the  word  is  of  Celtic  origin,  and 
CDmes  to  us  through  the  Welsh  cih-gn-kt,  the  two  parts  of 
which  mean  cup  and  malady.  Skeat  says  the  sense 
appears  to  be  a  malady  in  the  shape  of  a  cup.  The  Celtic 
l  lhc  and  the  Sanskrit  hupa,  both  with  the  meaning  of  a  pit, 
and  both  getting  gradually  restricted  to  the  idea  of  a  cup, 
had  no  doubt  a  common  origin.  Shakespeare,  as  J.  H. 
points  out,  uses  "kibe"  frequently.  Hamlet,  in  the  church- 
yard scene,  says  "  the  toe  of  the  peasant  comes  so  near  to  the 
heel  of  the  courtier  that  it  galls  his  kibe,"  and  in  the 
'■  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor  "  FalstafE  tells  the  company  in  the 
Garter  Inn,  "  I  am  almost  out  at  heels."  "  Why,  then," 
says  Pistol,  "let  kibes  ensue."  Shakespeare  knew  well 
enough  what  kibes  were,  but  Byron  made  a  bad  shot  at  them 
in  "  Childe  Harold"  (i.  67),  where  he  has  "Devices  quaint 
and  frolics  ever  new  Tread  on  each  other's  kibes."  He 
evidently  thought  kibes  were  heels. 

*  «  «  ;C- 

The  Genesis  of  Seidlitz  Powders  seems  to  be  pretty 
well  cleared  up  by  the  editorial  note  last  week.    The  patent 
taken  by  Mr.  Savory  in  1815  gives  the  clue.    It  would  need 
very  direct  historical  evidence  to  satisfy  an  etymologist  of 
the  soundness  of  Christison's  suggestion  that  the  term 
Seignette's  powders  became  corrupted  into  that  of  seidlitz 
powders.    The  first  chemist  to  investigate  the  nature  of 
the  popular  natural  mineral  waters  was  Bergman,  the  Swede. 
He  published  a  number  of  analjses  of  them  in  1778,  and 
in  the  same  treatise  he  indicated  his  opinion  that  artificial 
waters  made  from  his  analyses  would  be  preferable  medicin- 
ally to  the  natural  waters.    About  the  same  time  Vanel,  a 
French  pbarmacien,  had  made  powders  which  added  to  plain 
water  would  yield  the  effervescence  which  had  made  selters 
water,  or  eau  de  seltz,  popular.    After  Bergman's  analyses 
were  known,  salts  to  produce  imitations  of  the  popular 
waters  came  into  sale,  and  among  these,  as  is  hinted  in  the 
article,  sulphate  of  magnesia  was  &upplied  both  in  this 
couutry  and  on  the  Continent  under  the  name  of  seidlitz  .'alt. 
It  is  not  difficult  to  bridge  over  the  gap  between  this  seidlitz 
salt  and  Savory's  seidlitz  powders.    Sulphate  of  magnesia 
was  as  nauseous  a  century  ago  as  it  is  to-day,  and  no  doubt 
some  Bond  Street  customers  told  Mr.  Savory  that  while 
they  found  his  seidlitz  salt  very  effective,  they  wished  he 
could  make  it  a  little  more  palatable.    This  set  him  thinking 
and  resulted  in  the  combination  of  Eochellc  salts  with 
Vanel's  eau  de  seltze  powders  under  the  name  of  seidlitz 
powders.    It  was  to  an  extent  a  false  trade  description,  but 
in  those  days  a  certain  poetic  licence  was  regarded  both  by 
traders  and  their  customers  as  legitimate. 

*  *  *  » 

The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  told 
the  Cardiff  chemists  that  "  the  Government  was  determined 
that  matters  [in  reference  to  the  practice  of  pharmacy  by 
limited  companies]  should  not  remain  in  their  present  un- 
satisfactory position."  This  is  an  important  statement;  the 
foundation  for  it  has  not  been  made  public.  So  far  as  is 
known,  only  one  member  of  the  Government  (the  Lord 
Chancellor)  has  taken  the  smallest  interest  in  the  topic,  and 
it  has  not  appeared  that  he  has  secured  any  sympathy  from 
his  colleagues.  Worse  than  that,  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
has  so  far  persistently  refused  to  take  any  sensible  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  which  Lord  Halsbary's  repeated  proposals 
have  made  available. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Analytical  Blunder  reported  a  fortnight  'ago 
from  Paisley  respecting  arsenic  in  borax,  is  not  an  isolated 
case.  There  was  a  butter-case  in  the  West  of  London  a  few 
weeks  ago  in  which  the  analyst  had  to  admit  that  he  had 
condemned  a  pure  article.  There,  just  as  at  Paisley,  the 
discovery  was  only  made  after  the  defendants  had,  at  con- 
siderable expense,  secured  proof  of  their  innocence.  The 
analysts  in  such  cases  are,  no  doubt,  sorry  enough  for  their 
errors  and  carelessness.  They  are  certainly  sorry  to  be 
found  out,  but  the  result  to  them  ought  to  be  at  least  as 
serious  as  a  conviction  is  to  a  trader. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 


Cfte  ''Sanitas"  Co.,  Cim. 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  o£  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 
"SOLDIS,"  "OKOL,"  "CREOCIDE,"  "FORMITAS," 
"KINCZETT'S  PATENT  SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES," 
"SULPHUGATORS,"  "FORMIC  SULPHUGATORS,"  "FORMIC 
AIR  PURIFIERS,"  "FORMIC  FUM9CATGRS,"  KINCZETT'S 
PATENT  DRAIN  TESTERS,  SHEEP  DIPS,  WEED  KILLER, 
PATENT  PRESERVED  PEROXIDE  OF  HYDROGEN,  INHALERS, 
DISINFECTORS,  FUMIGATORS,  BRONCHITIS  KETTLES,  and 
Other  Sanitary  &  Disinfecting  Appliances. 

Full  Catalogue  and  "  How  to  Disinfect "  Book  u-iU  be  seut  free  on 
applica'im  to — 

THE  "S.mAS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


GEO  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.G. 


GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 
VINEGAR. 

Brewery  s  LONDON,  Ni  W. 


Ebftodal  Commente. 


Advertising  by  Dentists. 

It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  our  readers  that  the  General 
Medical  Council,  at  its  spring  session  last  year,  erased  the 
names  of  two  dentists  from  the  register  because  they  had 
advertised  in  such  a  way  as  to  amount  to,  in  the  Council's 
opinion,  infamous  conduct  in  a  professional  respect.  At  the 
same  time  the  Council  adopted  the  following  resolution  : — 

That  the  attention  of  the  Council  having  been  called  to 
the  practice  of  advertising  by  certain  dentists,  it  is  hereby 
resolved  :  "  That  the  issue  of  advertisements  qf  an  objection- 
able character,  and  especially  of  such  as  contain  either 
claims  of  superiority  over  other  practitioners  or  depreciation 
of  them,  may  easily  be  carried  so  far  as  to  constitute 
infamous  or  disgraceful  conduct  in  a  professional  respect." 

This  resolution  had  previously  been  passed  by  the  Council, 
but  it  transpired  during  the  hearing  of  the  two  penal  cases 
that  its  existence  was  not  well  known  to  dentists,  and  it  was 
therefore  considered  desirable  that  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
should  be  sent  to  each  person  on  the  dentists'  register.  The 
discussion  on  the  motion  also  indicated  that  a  section  of  the 
Council  was  somewhat  remorseful  of  the  strong  line  which 
had  been  taken  in  regard  to  advertising,  especially  the 
victims  sacrificed  on  that  occasion ;  for  the  pro-dental- 
purity  party  desired  to  have  the  words  "of  an  objec- 
tionable character"  struck  out  of  the  resolution, 
and  a  motion  to  that  efiEect  was  defeated.  The 
President  of  the  Council  (Sir  Wm.  Turner,  K.C.B.)  then 
stated  that  when  the  resolution  was  passed  six  years  before 
the  general  opinion  was  that  the  Council  could  not  forbid 
all  forms  of  advertising ;  and  Dr.  MacAlister  protested 
against  instituting  "a  new  crime," as  he  considered  a  resolu- 
tion dealing  with  all  advertising  to  be.     The  division  of  the 
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Council  on  this  03Cision  was  substantially  a  declaration 
that  advertising  by  dentists  may  be  unobjectionable,  and 
therefore  not  infamous  or  disgraceful  conduct  in  a  pro- 
fessional respect.  We  may  go  further  and  say  that  the  tone 
of  the  discussion  sufficiently  indicated  that  the  majority  of 
the  Council  was  opposed  to  indiscriminate  interference  with 
dentists  in  this  matter.  A  little  advertising  has  always  been 
the  custom  in  that  calling,  and  as  long  as  it  is  kept  within 
reasonable  limits,  and  is  done  according  to  the  dictates 
of  good  taste  it  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  regarded  as  (he  in- 
famous or  disgraceful  conduct  to  which  the  Act  refers.  The 
Dental  Committee  of  the  General  Medical  Council  does 
not  appear  to  be  of  tha'  way  of  thinking,  however, 
and  has  recently  taken  action  in  cases  which  appear 
to  us  to  be  tven  less  objectionable  than  those  which 
we  reported  in  May,  1900.  The  committee  appears 
to  be  determined  to  stop  all  advertising  by  dentists,  although 
that  is  precisely  the  thing  whish  the  Council  resolved  not  to 
do.  Such  procedure  is  intolerable.  It  puts  the  ^;;-o  icm. 
incriminated  persons  to  great  annoyance  and  expense,  and 
there  is  for  them  practically  no  rjdress.  Their  accusers 
have  the  advantage  over  them  of  getting  the  ear  of  the 
Dental  Committee  first,  and  to  such  good  effect  that  the 
first  the  accused  hear  of  the  matter  is  a  request  to  show 
cause  why  they  should  net  be  charge!  with  infamous  or 
disgraceful  conduct  in  a  professional  respect.  We  submit 
that  the  Council's  resolution  of  May  last  was  designed  to 
discourage  such  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  Dental  Com- 
mittee, and  we  urge  on  behalf  of  registered  dentists  who 
advertise  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  stay  farther 
proceedings  until  it  is  clearly  indicated  what  is  and  what 
is  not  objectionable  advertising.  The  Dental  Committee 
apprars  to  have  a  standard  to  go  by,  which  should  be  made 
known.  Iq  cases  now  inib  judicc  the  advertisements  neioher 
claim  superiority  over  or  depreciate  other  practitioners,  yet 
the  dentists  have  been  summoned  in  so  peremptory  a 
manner  to  appear  before  the  Dental  Committee  as  to  suggest 
that  there  is  no  ground  for  discussing  the  mattsr,  but  that 
they  must  either  apologise  and  stop  advertising  or  submit  to 
having  their  naooes  removed  from  the  register.    The  Dental 

Committee  is  likely  to  defea';  the  object  it  has  in  view  viz., 

to  reduce  the  practice  of  dentistry  to  a  strictly  professional 
pursuit  in  which  trade  methods  are  not  recognised,  because 
there  are  many  who  feel  as  we  do  that  the  General  Medical 
Council  has  slender  legal  ground,  if  any,  for  declaring 
advertising  to  be  "infamous  conduct,"  and  many  of  those 
will  not  submit  to  dictation  in  the  exercise  of  their  legal 
rights.  Of  the  two  dentists  whose  names  were  removed  last 
May  one  has  since  formed  his  business  into  a  limited  liability 
company,  so  that  he  now  has  the  power  to  continue  to  use 
dental  titles  and  advertisements  in  defiance  of  the  Council. 
The  otlier  (Mr.  Oglesby,  of  Barnsley),  after  submitting  to  the 
Council's  ruling  for  sis  months,  and  stopping  his  advertise- 
ments entirely,  respectfully  approached  the  Council  with  the 
view  to  having  his  name  restored  under  the  no-advertising 
policy.  He  had  scant  courtesy  from  the  Council,  and  now, 
we  observe,  he  has  given  up  hope  of  restoration,  and  has 
commenced  to  advertise  again  in  a  more  effective  manner 
than  he  did  before,  and  with  prIc3S,  but  without  titles.  We 
shall  have  much  more  of  this  sort  of  thing  if  the  General 
Medical  Council  permits  its  Dental  Committee  and  outside 
case-making  bodies  to  exercise  their  antipathy  to  all  who  do 
not  carry  on  dental  business  in  the  Harley  Street  fashion. 
We  hold  that  the  Council's  powers  in  the  matter  are  exceed- 
ingly narrow,  and  that  there  is  at  present  a  tendency  to 
exceed  these  posvers,  which  registered  dentists  (amongst 
whom  are  many  chemists  and  druggists)  should  not  allow  to 
go  on  without  challenge. 


Poison  Agency. 

When  Mr.  Justice  Channell  and  Mr.  Justice  Grantham,  in 
January,  1900,  sustained  the  County  Court  judgment  in  the 
case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  White,  we  pointed  out 
that  the  Pharmacy  Act  contemplates  that  persons  keeping 
open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons  shall  see  or  know  the  pur- 
chaser, and  that  although  the  style  of  agency  held  by  White 
defeated  this  object,  the  principals  in  such  cases  should  be 
prosecuted  if  they  do  not  conform  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  when  poisons  of  the  first  part  of  the  schedule  are  sold. 
There  is  no  question  at  all  that  the  weed-killer  delivered  to 
Painter  in  the  Worcester  case  was  illegally  sold,  and  although 
the  agent  White  has  been  held  not  to  be  the  seller,  a  case 
under  the  17th  Section  could  be  established  against  the 
Boundary  Chemical  Company.  Mr.  Gray,  on  behalf  of  the 
Society,  stated  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  February  22  that  if 
proceedings  had  been  taken  against  the  company  the  latter 
would  have  pleaded  that  they  were  wholesale  dealers.  This 
pleading  would,  however,  be  nugatory  in  view  of  the  finding 
of  the  Courts  that  the  sale  was  not  one  by  White  to  Painter 
but  by  the  company  to  Painter.  Under  the  17ch  Section  that 
is  not  a  wholesale  transaction,  for  there  it  is  stated  that 

The  provisions  of  this  section,  which  are  solely  applicable 
to  poisons  in  the  first  part  of  Schedule  (A),  or  which  require 
that  the  label  shall  contain  the  name  and  address  of  the 
seller,  shall  not  apply  to  articles  to  be  exported  from  Great 
Britain  by  wholesale  dealers,  7ior  to  sales  hy  wholesale  to  retail 
dealers  in  the  ordinary  course  of  n-ltolesalc  dealinj. 

It  is  clear,  therefore  that  in  order  to  get  exemption  under 
Section  17  the  Boundary  Chemical  Company  would  have  to 
establish  as  a  fact  that  they  sold  to  White.  That  is  all  that 
is  required  to  complete  the  paradoxical  position  in  which  we 
find  ourselves.  At  any  rate,  we  trust  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  will  have  a  little  more  respect  f^r  Section  17  than 
they  hitherto  have  had.  It  is  under  that  section  that  any- 
one may  take  proceedings,  and  for  some  old-fashioned  reason 
the  Council  have  preferred  to  proceed  under  Section  15, 
which  is  their  own  hunting-ground.  Frequently  much 
better  results  would  be  obtained  by  proving  infringement  of 
Section  17,  especially  as  the  provisions  cover  corporate 
bodies  as  well  as  persons.  Nor  should  too  much  respect  be 
paid  to  the  question.  What  is  a  wholesale  transaction  ?  since 
the  wording  of  the  section  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  what  is 
meant  so  far  as  the  formalities  of  entering  and  labelling  are 
concerned.  It  is  most  desirable  for  the  public  safety  and 
the  interests  of  the  statutes  that  illegal  distribution  of 
poisons  should  be  checked.  The  disposition  to  law-breaking 
is  becoming  stronger,  and  a  Manchester  contemporary, 
referring  to  the  Worcester  case,  says  : — 

The  principle  attempted  to  be  set  up  by  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  that  no  one  but  a  registered  drug- 
gist is  competent  to  dispense  or  sell  insecticides,  weed-killer, 
and  the  like,  has  at  last  received  a  shattering  blow,  and  we 
hope  the  recent  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  v.  White  will  be  read  by  all  the  oil 
and  colour  men,  drysalters,  seedsmen,  and  florists  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  that  they  will  all  trim  their  sails  by 
this  decision. 

This  sly  suggestion  is  scarcely  worthy  of  a  paper  which 
pretends  to  represent  chemical-manufacturers,  but  it  serves 
to  show  that  respect  for  the  principles  upon  which  the 
Pharmacy  Act  is  based  is  as  small  in  such  quarters  as 
ignorance  of  the  beneficence  of  the  Act  is  great.  If  agency 
for  poisons  generally  should  become  an  established  method 
of  trading,  the  purposes  of  the  Act  will  be  to  a  large  extent 
defeated  ;  for  the  considerations  which  we  have  put  forward 
in  respect  to  arsenical  weed-killer  do  not  apply  to  poisons  in 
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the  second  part  of  the  schedule.  Hence  the  necessity  for 
carrying  the  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords,  especially  if  that 
can  be  done  on  the  general  question.  It  is  regrettable  that 
the  Court  of  Appeal  shirked  this,  and  that  one  only  of  the 
three  Judges  seemed  to  realise  the  public  importance  of 
having  the  larger  question  settled.  It  is  impossible  to  let 
the  matter  stand  where  it  is,  for  even  if  the  House  of  Lords 
sustain  the  decision  of  the  lower  Courts,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  seek  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  to  take  some 
measure  also  for  better  enforcement  ot  the  Arsenic  Act. 

Radio= activity. 

M.  Henri  Becqubrbl  contributes  to  last  week's  Nature  an 
instructive  Account  on  those  radiations  of  matter  which  are 
associated  with  his  name.  It  was  in  1896  that  M.  Becquerel 
first  observed,  whei  studying  the  exceptional  optical  pro- 
perties of  the  salts  of  uranium,  that  these  salts  emitted  an 
invisible  radiation,  which  traverses  opaque  and  transparent 
substances  such  as  metals  and  glass.  When  fragments  of 
uranium  or  one  of  its  salts  are  placed  on  a  photographic 
plate  suitably  protected  from  light  the  radiations  can  be 
registered  on  the  plate  in  a  similar  way  to  the  method  adopted 
in  the  case  of  x  rays.  The  radiation  of  uranium  is  not 
capable  of  being  reflected,  refracted,  or  polarised,  but  it  has 
been  established  that  the  radiating  property  is  bound  up 
with  the  presence  of  the  element  uranium,  and  that  the 
metal  discharges  electrified  bodies  three  or  four  times  faster 
than  its  salts.  In  1898  M.  and  Mme.  Curie  found  that 
thorium  possesses  aualagous  properties  to  those  of  uranium, 
and  certain  uranium  minerals  were  more  active  than  either 
metallic  uranium  or  thorium.  These  observers  then,  working 
with  the  electrometer,  isolated  the  ra'iio-active  bodies. 
From  pitch-blende  two  very  active  substances  were  ex- 
tracted— the  one  containing  bismuth  and  a  body  they  called 
polonium,  and  the  other  a  mixture  of  barium  and  another 
new  substance,  radium.  M.  and  Mme.  Curie  find  that 
polonium  and  radium  excite  the  fluorescence  of  the  platino- 
cyanides,  that  the  salts  of  radium  are  spontaneously  luminous, 
and  that  all  bodies  receiving  the  new  radiation  become 
radio-active  in  their  turn,  but  lose  this  property  in  time. 
M.  Becquerel  observed  that  polonium  radiations  are 
much  less  penetrating  than  radium  radiations.  He  has 
established  also  that  the  intensity  of  the  phosphorescence 
excited  by  radium  varies  as  the  inverse  square  of  the 
distance,  found  in  the  unequal  weakening  produced  by  a 
given  screen  on  the  phosphorescence  of  different  substances, 
a  new  proof  of  the  heterogeneity  of  the  exciting  radiation, 
and  that  the  radiation  restores  phosphorescence  to  bodies  like 
fluorspar  and  leucophane,  which  have  lost  this  property  by 
heat.  Several  experimenters  in  1899  found  that  certain 
radiating  substances  were  deviated  by  a  magnetic  field, 
diflEcrences  in  the  observations  leading  to  a  division  of  the 
radiations  into  those  capable  of  deviation  and  those  not 
capable  of  deviation.  M.  Becquerel  then  goes  on  to  outline 
the  experiments  by  which  he  established  his  conclusions,  and 
notes  that  radium  has  a  high  atomic  .weight  and  characteristic 
spectrum,  whilst  polonium  has  a  spectrum  in  the  ultra- 
violet. Recently  Sir  William  Crookes  has  prepared  inactive 
uranium,  and  the  study  of  the  radio-activity  of  matter  has 
been  further  complicated  by  the  discovery  that  induced 
activity  is  much  greater  if  the  body  is  mixed  with  a  solu- 
tion of  an  active  salt,  and  afterwards  separated  by 
precipitation. 


Early  Closing  of  Shops. 

We  know  that  Sir  John  Lubbock's  elevation  to  the  Upper 
House  was  not  designed  for  the  conversion  of  Lord  Salisbury 


to  a  more  reasonable  attitude  on  the  shop-hours  question, 
but  we  should  not  be  surprised  if  that  were  the  consumma- 
tion. On  Tuesday  evening  Lord  Avebury,  as  Sir  John  now 
is,  succeeded  in  getting  the  House  of  Lords  to  appoint  a 
Committee  to  inquire  in  regard  to  shop-hours.  The  Master 
of  Gibes  and  Sneers  could  not  let  pass  the  opportunity  for 
using  some  of  his  brilliant  sarcasm,  but  there  was  one  solid 
bit  of  wisdom  in  his  remarks — viz.,  that  fixing  a  shutting- 
hour  for  shops  is  not  like  setting  a  limit  to  the  working-hours 
in  factories.  We  welcome  this  suggestion,  not  because  it  is 
new,  but  because  it  shows  that  Lord  Salisbury  may  be 
brought  round  to  look  at  the  whole  shop-hours  question  as  a 
business  matter.  He  has  advanced  a  little  since  two  years 
ago  he  defeated  the  Shops  Seats  (Scotland)  Bill  by  his 
cynical  wit.  He  still  regards  legislation  in  regard  to  shops 
as  interference  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  but  that 
argument  need  not  be  taken  seriously,  for  Parliament  is 
interfering  every  day  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and 
exists  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  course  of  his  speech  on  Tuesday  evening  Lord  Ave- 
bury referred  to  the  inquiry  instituted  by  the  House  of 
Commons  on  shop-hours  regulation.  This  arose  on  the 
Shop-hours  Bill  which  was  enacted  in  1886,  and  which 
limits  the  work  by  young  persons  in  shops  to  seventy-four 
hours  per  week.  The  Select  Committee  did  not  hear  evi- 
dence from  the  drug-trade  on  that  occasion,  but  soon  after 
the  Bill  passed  Lord  Avebury  produced  the  much  more  com- 
prehensive Shop-hours  Bill  which  has  since  been  brought 
before  Parliament  periodically.  It  makes  early  closing  of 
shops  a  matter  of  local  option.  From  the  first  chemists  were 
permitted  in  the  Bill  to  supply  medicines,  drugs,  or  medical 
appliances  after  shop-hours.  In  November,  1886,  we  took  a 
vote  of  the  trade  upon  the  Bill.  Out  of  10,000  voting-papers 
which  were  issued  to  the  trade  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
2,227  were  returned,  and  of  these  1,330  were  in  favour  of 
compulsory  closing  and  734  against  it,  the  rest  being  neutral. 
We  recall  the  facts,  as  it  will  be  desirable  that  some  evidence 
on  behalf  of  chemists  and  druggists  should  be  given  before 
the  Select  Committee  which  is  now  to  inquire  into  the  sub- 
ject. The  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  hitherto  considered 
that  any  Shop-hours'  Regulation  Bill  should  not  touch  phar- 
macies at  all,  because  (some  members  have  said)  pharmacists 
must,  like  physicians,  be  get-at-able  at  any  time.  This  is  true 
for  a  limited  number  only  of  pharmacists  throughout  the 
country,  and  the  objection  is  met  by  the  medicine-exemptirg 
clause  of  the  Bill.  A  present  member  of  the  Council  (Mr. 
A.  C.  Wootton)  is  almost  as  well  acquainted  with  the  early- 
closing  movement  as  Lord  Avebury  himself,  and  we  hope  he 
will  induce  his  colleagues  to  look  at  this  matter  in  a  more 
practical  way  than  they  have  done  hitherto.  We  also  trust 
that  the  President  of  the  Federation  of  Pharmaceutical 
Associations  will  give  evidence  of  the  labour-conditions  in 
the  provincial  drug-trade. 


JUBILANT. 

The  approaching  ninth  jubilee  of  the  University  of  Glas- 
gow gives  the  British  Medical  Journal  the  opportunity  for 
some  highly  superior  references  to  that  ancient  seat  of 
learning.    Says  our  contemporary  : — 

The  profession  of  medicine  may  justly  claim  to  have  a  special 
interest  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  for,  to  speak  only  of  living 
men,  it  was  there  that  Lister  began  the  work  which  has  made  his 
name  inunortal ;  it  was  there  that  Gairdner  made  medicine  seem 
to  all  who  heard  him 

Not  harsh  and  crabbed  as  dull  fools  suppose, 

But  musical  as  in  Apollo's  lute, 

And  a  perpetual  feast  of  nectared  sweets  ; 

and  it  is  there  that  Macewen,  the  Alexander  of  Surgery,  having 
carried  his  victorious  knife  into  every  region  of  the  body,  now 
sighs  for  fresh  worlds  of  disease  to  conquer. 
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The  picture  of  Glasgow's  distinguished  professor  of  surgery 
and  his  victorious  but  gory  knife  is  too  good  for  burying  in 
the  sombre  pages  of  our  contemporary. 

WHAT  IS  MARMALADE? 

The  Aberdeen  Public  Analyst  in  his  last  report  mentions 
that  of  twelve  samples  of  marmalade  he  has  examined  eleven 
were  genuine,  but  the  remaining  sample  contained  40  per 
cent,  of  apple-pulp.  The  seller  admitted  the  admixture  with 
apples,  contending  that  the  dictionary  definition  of  marma- 
lade permitted  the  use  of  any  bitter  fruit  in  the  manufacture. 
Whilst  not  disputing  that  the  analyst  had  grounds  for 
expecting  marmalade  made  from  oranges,  we  would  not 
care  to  be  too  definite  about  that  being  "  marmalade." 
Marmalades  were  well-known  pharmaceutical  preparations 
in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  were  similar  to  confections, 
but  had  rob  of  quinces  as  the  basis.  Marmalade  is  derived 
from  marmc'llo,  the  Portuguese  for  a  quince,  and  there  is 
not  much  doubt  that  properly  marmalade  should  be  a  con- 
serve of  quinces.  The  term,  however,  has  come  to  be 
applied  to  conserves  of  various  fruits,  such  as  lemons, 
peaches,  apples,  apricots,  cherries,  and  particularly  oranges. 
The  peculiarity  of  "  Scotch  marmalade "  used  to  be  the 
mixture  of  apple-juice  with  the  oranges,  and  early  recipes 
often  contained  honey  in  place  of  sugar.  Fixing  a  standard 
for  "  marmalade "  would  not,  therefore,  be  such  an  easy 
matter  as  it  appears  at  first  sight. 

THE  METROPOLITAN   BUILDING  ACT. 

The  London  Building  Act  is  one  of  the  sweetest  com- 
plexities on  the  statute-books.  These  words  or  words  to 
that  effect  have  frequently  been  heard  in  the  Law  Courts 
by  those  having  business  there,  and  we  doubt  not  that,  if 
the  private  opinion  of  magistrates  and  judges  were  taken 
upon  the  Act  and  its  many  amendments  and  excisions,  they 
\\  ould  wish  for  a  much  plainer  statement  as  to  what  is  and 
what  is  not  a  new  building,  what  is  and  what  is  not  a  new 
street,  and,  above  all,  what  is  a  district  surveyor's  just  duty 
and  fee.  A  case  is  pending  before  the  North  London  Police 
Magistrate — indeed,  it  was  called  oa  Tuesday,  and  adjourned 
— in  which  Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  k.  Co.,  manufacturing 
rhemists,  of  Artillery  Lane,  Bishop sgatc,  and  Sheep  Lane, 
Hackney,  sre  summoned  by  the  London  County  Council  for 
non-compliance  with  the  London  Building  Act  when  ex- 
tending their  manufacturing  premises  at  Sheep  Lano.  That 
Messrs.  Bush  contest  the  point  is  prove  3  by  the  fact  that 
they  have  engaged  that  eminent  K.C.,  Mr.  Macmorran,  who 
is  famous  for  his  correct  reading  of  the  Metropolitan 
Building  Act,  to  defend  them.  A  small  army  of  surveyors 
and  lawyers  and  general  witnesses  on  each  side  put  in  an 
appearance  ;  but,  as  neither  Mr.  Fordham  (regular  Magis- 
trate at  tbe  Court)  or  Mr.  Macmorran  cDuld  come  on 
Tuesday,  the  adjournment  was  a.sked  for,  and  granted  l.iy 
Mr.  Chapman  (then  on  the  Bench). 

ELECTROLYTIC   MANUFACTURE   OF  CAUSTIC  SODA. 

The  Electrical  Itevicw  learns  from  its  Niagara  Falls 
correspondent  that  the  new  plant  of  the  Acker  Process 
Company,  of  Niagara  Falls,  has  commenced  operations. 
The  product  of  this  new  factory,  says  the  correspondent, 
will  be  caustic  soda  and  bleaching-powder,  and  the  manu- 
facturers of  these  articles  are  materially  interested  in  the 
results  hoped  to  be  obtained  from  the  plant  by  the  process 
to  be  used.  It  is  understood  that  this  is  the  first  plant  built 
to  develop  the  Acker  process,  and  it  has  been  emphatically 
stated  that  the  work  that  will  be  accomplished  under  the, 
patents  held  by  the  company  will  have  a  very  marked  effect, 
in  the  chemical  world.  The  power  used  in  the  factory  is 
supplied  in  the  form  of  direct  current  of  8,000  amperes  and 
at  a  voltage  of  300.  The  current  is  used  in  a  single  series 
of  decomposer.^,  and  it  is  said  that  it  is  quite  fifteen  times 


greater  than  that  thus  far  used  in  any  plant  having  a  similar 
product  for  its  output  in  the  United  States  or  Europe.  This 
is  one  of  the  important  features  of  the  plant,  for  as  the 
current  is  fifteen  times  greater  so  is  the  output  capacity  of 
the  plant  expected  to  be  fifteen  times  greater.  The  efficiency 
of  the  apparatus,  and  the  fact  that  an  electric  current  of 
such  volume  can  be  operated  successfully  in  the  space 
required,  are  alleged  to  be  due  to  the  employment  of  a  molten 
electrolyte  in  place  of  the  solution  employed  in  other  plants. 
The  electrolyte  is  maintained  in  a  molten  condition  by  the 
electric  current  that  traverses  it,  and  for  this  reason  the 
electromotive  force  required  is  somewhat  higher  than  where 
brine  is  decomposed.  It  is  claimed  that  by  this  process  the' 
caustic  soda  will  be  in  a  condition  ready  for  being  put  in 
packages,  thus  obviating  the  necessity  of  "  boiling  "  down,  as 
at  present  obtains. 

PHARMACY  MEMORIALS. 

Dr.  F.  Hoffmann,  of  Berlin,  writing  on  the  proposed  action 
in  commemoration  of  the  semi-centennial  anniversary  of  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  to  take  place  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  Philadelphia  in  1902,  commends  the 
suggestion  of  publishing  a  historical  sketch  of  the  Associa- 
tion or  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  American  pharmacy.  He 
quotes  as  precedents  the  "  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Progress 
of  Pharmacy  in  Great  Britain,"  by  Jacob  Bell  and  Theophilus 
Redwood,  published  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  on  the  occasion  of  the  International  Congress  of 
Pharmacy  in  1881 ;  "  Festschrift  zur  Erinnerung  an  die 
25  jahrige  Stiftungsfeier  des  Schweizerischen  Apotheker 
Vereins  am  16  und  17  August,  1893  ;  "  and  "  Festschrift  des 
Deutschen  Apotheker  Vereins  zur  Feier  der  25-ten  Jahre.s- 
versammlung,  1896."  Dr.  Hoffmann  considers  that  the 
establishment  of  scholarships  and  fellowships  would  be  of 
real  benefit  to  the  country  if  a  plentiful  fund  were  available. 
With  regard  to  the  erection  of  public  monuments  to  dis- 
tinguished pliarmacists,  he  suggests  if  such  a  course  were 
adopted  the  statues  might  most  properly  be  placed  in 
museums  or  public  halls  at  the  centres  of  education  and 
learning  rather  than  in  public  squares  or  parks.  The  ideal 
"S'alhalla  for  monuments  of  American  pharmaceutical  cele- 
brities would  be,  in  his  opinion,  the  hall  of  the  pioneer 
school  of  American  pharmacy — the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy — and  the  busts  of  Proctor  and  Squibb  might  very 
appropriately  be  the  first  erected.  The  most  appropriate, 
useful,  and  creditable  memorial  would  be,  however,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  veteran  pharmacist,  a  prize-medal  to  be 
granted  by  the  A.Ph.A.  in  recognition  of  superior  discoveries 
or  literary  accomplishments  in  the  domains  of  theoretical 
and  applied  pharmaceutical  sciences  and  arts.  He  instances 
the  medals  of  Copley,  Rumford,  Davy,  Hanbury,  Fliickiger, 
and  Pasteur  as  representative  of  this  class  of  memorial,  and 
the  suggestion  of  establishing  a  Proctor-Squibb  memorial 
prize-medal  meets  with  his  approbation.  Such  a  medal 
might  bear  on  one  side  portraits  in  relief  of  Proctor  and 
Squibb,  with  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  and  death,  ard 
on  the  other  the  emblem  of  the  Association  and  a  proper 
device.  Both  contemporaries,  united  in  close  friendship  and 
fellowship,  have  been  typical  and  eminent  representatives  in 
their  special  domains  of  application,  of  the  prime  and  ideal 
aims  and  aspirations  of  the  earlier  stages  of  American  Phar- 
macy and  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  other  day  a  bald-headed  gentleman  entered  a 
chemist's  shop,  and  asked  for  a  bottle  of  hair-renewer.  "  This," 
said  the  chemist's  assistant,  "is  a  mc^t  wonderful  hair-renewcr. 
It's  our  own  preparation,  and  is  absolutely  sure  to  make  your 
hair  grow."  "Well,  give  me  a  bottle,"  said  the  bald-headed 
man.  "  But,  I  say,  now  I  think  of  it,  why  don't  you  use  it  ? 
You're  pretty  bald  yourself."  "  I  can't  use  it.  You  see,  I'm 
the  before-using  assistant.  The  after-using  assistant  is  out 
at  lunch.    You  should  see  him." 
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Minter  Seasion, 


Notices  of  mee-'ir.gs  to  be  held  are  inserted  under  "  Coming 
Events."  If  Kieetings  are  not  attended  by  reporters,  secre- 
taries of  associations  would  oblige  by  communicating  with 
the  Edito.-, 

Chemical  Society. 

The  meeting  Leld  on  February  21,  was  but  poorly  attended 
the  titles  of  the  papers  perhaps  accounting  for  the  thin 
meetiag.  Professor  Thorpe  was  unable  to  be  present,  and  in 
his  absence  the  chair  was  taken  by  Dr.  Armstrong.  After 
the  certificates  bad  been  read,  the  following  list  of  proposed 
changes  in  the  officers  and  Oouccil  was  announced  : — As 
President,  Professor  J.  Emerson  Reynolds,  Sc.D.,  M.D., 
F.R.S. ;  as  Vice-Presidents,  Profefsor  Herbert  McLeod, 
F  R.S.,  and  Professor  H.  A.  Miers,  M.A.,  F  R  S. ;  as  ordinary 
members  of  Ccuncil.  Dr.  A.  W.  Crofsley,  Professor  J.  J. 
Dobbie,  M.A.,  D.Sc,  Dr.  M.  A.  Forster,  and  Mr.  S.  U. 
Pickering,  M.A .  F.R.S.  Mr.  F.  J.  M.  Page,  Mr.  E.  W. 
Voelcker,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Chapman  were  appointed  auditors. 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  change  in  the  day  and  hour 
of  meeting  (wherein  the  Society  is  following  the  example  of 
the  Royal  Astronomical  Society),  a  small  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  F.  T.  Lloyd,  Dr.  Chatfaway,  and  the  officers, 
were  appointed  to  report  to  the  Council  on  the  nature  of  the 
replies  sent  in. 

The  papers  read  during  the  evening  were  mostly  on 
organic  chemistry,  the  following  being  the  titles  : — 

"  Isomeric  Hydilndamice  Mandelates  and  Phenylchloracet- 
hydrindamides,"  by  F.  S.  Kipi^ingand  H.  Hall. 

"  Isomeric  Benzylhydrindamine  Bromocamphorsulplionates, 
and  some  Salt.-,  of  rf-?-hydrindamine,"  by  F.  S.  Kipping  and  H. 
Hall. 

"Constitution  of  Bromocamphoric  Anhydride  and  Camphauic 
Acid,"  by  A.  Lapvvoi  th  and  W.  H.  Lenton. 

"  The  Action,  of  Acetylchloro-  and  Acetylbromo-aminobenzenes 
on  Amines  and  Plienylbydrazine,"  by  F.  D.  Cliattaway  and 
K.  J.  P.  Orton, 

"  The  Preparation  of  Orthochloraniline,  '  by  F.  D.  Chaltawoy 
and  K.  J.  P.  Orton, 

"  The  Bacterial  Oxidation  of  Formates  by  Nitrates,"  by  W.  C.  C. 
Pakes  and  V,  H,  Jollyman. 

In  the  last  paper  the  Euthors  stated  that  bacteria  which 
<^ecompose  sodium  formate — such  as  B.  coli  communis,  B. 
etjtentidis,  and  the  pneumobacillus  of  Fricdlander — also 
dtcompDse  sodium  or  potassium  nitrate.  The  action  is 
found  to  be  the  conversion  of  the  formic  acid  into  caibon 
riioxide  and  hydrogen,  and  the  nitric  acid  to  nitrous  acid. 
The  authors  have  not  been  able  to  find  a  bacterium  which 
decomposes  formates  but  does  not  reduce  nitrates. 

The  anniversary  dinner  is  to  be  held  on  March  27 — the 
daj'  before  the  annual  meeting. 


times  present,  and  occasionally  barium  sulphate  in  the  form 
of  powdered  heavy  spar.  The  latter  adulterant  can  be 
detected,  however,  with  comparative  ease.  During  the  year 
1877,  prosecutions  for  impurities  in  cream  of  tartar  showed 
that  barium  sul^diate  was  often  employed,  and  several 
analyses  were  made  by  chemists,  with  the  result  that  out  of 
foarteen  samples  examined,  four  were  found  to  contain 
barium  sulphate  in  appreciable  quantity,  and  all  contained 
calcium  tartrate.  Two  years  later,  another  sample  taken  con- 
tained 11'7  per  cent,  calcium  tartrate,  and  6  per  cent,  barium 
sulphate.  These  were  described  by  the  analyst  as  foreign 
ingredient?,  but  the  defence  was  urged  that  calcium  tartrate 
was  not  a  "  foreign  ingredient,"  seeing  that  it  occurred  in 
argoL  It  was  submitted  that  the  quantity  of  barium 
sulphate  being  so  minute  was  accidental,  and  the  summons 
wa?  dismissed,  as  was  also  another  in  1880  for  adulteration 
v/ith  the  same  ingredients.  These  cases  provoked  discussion, 
in  the  course  of  which  it  was  pointed  out  that  calcium 
tartrate  was  a  ratural  impurity,  and  there  was  no  reason  to 
suppose  cream  of  tartar,  containing  even  a  considerable  per- 
centage of  that  substance,  was  wilfully  adulterated.  The 
Pharmacopoeia  was  criticised,  being  accused  of  ambiguity, 
and  of  setting  up  an  unreasocably  high  standard  of  purity, 
but  these  charges  were  vigorously  repudiated,  although  in 
the  next  Pharmacopoeia  the  quantitative  test  was  modified. 
Mr.  Coupland  then  gave  figures  to  show  the  changes  that 
had  taken  place  in  medicinal  cream  of  tartar.  In  1884  and 
the  foUov/ing  year  it  was  the  rule  to  separate  the  large 
crystals  from  the  small,  and  assay  them  separately.  The 
averages  of  calcium  tartrate  were  :  — 


Optical  Society. 

The  report  of  the  Council  of  the  Optical  Society  was  pre- 
sented at  the  annual  meeting,  held  on  February  28.  Thirty- 
five  members  liave  joined  during  the  year,  making  a  total 
-of  276  since  the  foundation  of  the  Society.  After  making 
allowances  for  deaths  and  resignations,  the  present  member- 
ship stands  at  250.  It  has  been  decided  to  publish  at 
intervals  in  pamphlet-form  the  papers  read  before  the 
Society.  The  first  instalment  is  shortly  to  be  issued  to 
members.  'I  he  Income  and  Expenditure  Account  shows  a 
bilance  of  28.'.  Q.s.1/7.,  which  hasinciea^ed  the  Accumulated 
Fund  to  174:'.  0^.  9d.  The  n  port  was  adofted  by  the 
meeting. 


Chemidts'   Assistants'  Association. 

At  the  weekly  uieeting  on  Thursday,  February  21,  there 
\Y<  re  thirteen  members  present,  when  the  proceedings  of  a 
very  interesting  evening  opened.  Mr.  J.  A.  Dewhiest 
(President)  occupied  the  chair,  and  called  upon  Mr.  H.  S. 
Coupland  to  give  a  short  paper  on 

Past  and  Present  Qualities  op  Cee.\m  of  Tartar. 

The  impurity  generally  found  in  cream  of  tartar  is,  he  said, 
calcium  tartrate.    Traces  of  silica  and  alumina  are  s'rat- 


1884 
1885 


Large  Crystals 
8  per  cent. 
7  per  cent. 


Small  Crystals 
14-  per  cent. 
10"5  per  cent. 


Subsequently  the  crystals  were  not  divided  into  large  and 
small,  but  a  fair  sample  was  taken  in  the  bulk,  with  the 
following  rciults  :  — 


1886-90   

1891-9 i   

1895-97   

1898   

1899  to  present  time 


inclusive  average  6'5  per  cent, 
inclusive  average  5'5  per  cent, 
inclusive  average  3  per  cent, 
inclusive  average  5  per  cent, 
inclusive  average  4'6  per  cent. 


Barium  sulphate,  when  it  occurs  as  an  impuiity,  is  always 
in  small  crystals  or  dust,  and  the  adulteration  is  probably 
practised  by  throwing  a  handful  now  and  then  into  the  cask 
as  it  is  being  filled.  Calcium  tartrate  is  also  found  to  a 
greater  extent  in  the  smaller  crystals.  In  1884-  it  had 
reached  24  per  cent ,  in  1895  the  quality  was  exceptionally 
good — 26  was  the  highest  percentage  recorded,  while  only 
traces  were  found  in  several  samples.  The  majority  of 
those  to  which  he  referred  came  from  Bordeaux,  but  a  much 
purer  salt  has  been  on  the  market  for  some  time  which 
principally  comes  from  the  United  States.  Three  qualities 
of  cream  of  tartar  are  quoted  in  the  market  reports  con- 
taining respectively  90  to  92  per  cent.,  about  95  per  cent , 
and  98  to  99  per  cent,  of  potassium  bitartrate.  The  first- 
named  is  known  as  the  commercial  cream  of  tartar,  although 
sold  in  larger  quantities;  the  second  corresponds  roughly 
with  that  for  which  the  figures  have  been  given  ;  while  the 
last  is  an  American  kind,  and  is  sometimes  practically  pure 
potassium  bitartrate.  In  the  French  samples  small  blackish- 
grey  crystals  sometimes  occur,  pjramidal  in  shape.  These 
are  composed  of  racemate  of  potassium.  The  conclusion 
arrived  at  is,  therefore,  that  the  quality  of  cream  of  tartar 
offered  for  medicinal  purposes  is  much  higher  than  was 
formerly  the  case. 

The  President,  iia  opening  the  discussion,  thought  the 
purity  of  the  drug  should  be  assured.  If  it  is  sold  as  potas- 
sium acid  tartrate  it  ought  to  be  that.  He  should  like  to  ask 
exactly  how  cream  of  tartar  is  made  from  argo',  and  if 
the  calcium  tartrate  is  soluble  in  a  solution  of  potassium 
acid  tartrate.  If  not,  there  is  no  excu?e  for  its  presence.  As 
to  the  barium  salts,  he  saw  no  reason  whatever  for  their 
presence  unless  added  as  an  adulterant  to  give  weight,  and 
he  believed  they  were  rather  poisonous. 

Mr.  Peck  also  expressed  mystification  at  the  presence  of 
barium  sulphate  in  small  quantities.  If  it  were  present  in 
large  quantities  he  could  understand  that  the  weight  had 
something  to  do  with  it,  but  that  could  not  be  the  case  when 
only  a  handful  or  so  was  occasionally  thrown  in. 


March  2,  1901 


THE  CHEMIST  A^D  DRUGGIST 


363 


Mr.  COUPI.AND,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Diwhirst,  said  the  laanw- 
facturers  in  the  first  instance  obtain  the  crude  argol  from 
casks  in  wliich  wine  had  been  made;  the  argol  is  then  dis- 
solved in  hot  water  and  decolorised,  and  finally  recrystallised. 
It  is  important  to  get  rid  of  the  calcium  tartrate  by  re- 
crystallisation,  as  it  is  soluble  in  a  solution  of  potassium 
tartrate.  No  doubt  the  barium  sulphate  was  thrown  in  in 
the  form  of  heavy  spar  to  add  ta  the  weight  of  the  cask. 
The  American  crystals  are  very  beautiful  ones,  and  very 
often  there  is  no  calcium  tartrate  present  in  them. 

The  meetirg  then  proceeded  to  an 

iMPnoMPTu  Discussion 

on  questions  written  by  the  members  on  small  pieces  of 
paper.  The  first  question  fell  to  Mr.  Coupland,  and  was  as 
follows :  "  Can  you  make  glycerin  of  boric  acid,  B.P., 
clear  "  ? 

Mr.  Coupland  said  the  preparation  could  be  made  clear, 
although  as  a  rule  it  was  slightly  coloured  or  tinted.  It  was 
a  very  difficult  matter  to  get  it  quit;e  w  hite,  and  it  seemed  to 
depend  a  great  deal  on  the  boric  acid.  Some  batches  he 
had  seen  made  for  some  time  came  oat  very  nicely  and  quite 
clear,  but  not  always  quite  colourless.  The  B.P.  says  the 
temperature  has  t)  be  maintained.  In  his  experience  the 
temperature  fell  after  the  boric  acid  was  added  and  would 
not  rise  again,  and  therefore  could  not  be  maintained. 
With  a  reasonable  amount  of  care  a  good  product  could  be 
obtained. 

Mr.  Dewhirst  said  there  was  a  chemical  combination  of 
the  boric  acid  and  glycerin.  The  preparatit  n  was  a 
wretched  thing  to  make,  and  most  difficult  to  filter.  It  had 
haen  suggested  that  a  hot-water  funnel  should  be  used,  and 
he  thought  that  would  be  best. 

A  Member  asked  if  Mr.   Coupland  found   the  colour 
permanent.    The  speaker  made  some  of  the  prcijaratior, 
which  had  a  pink  coloration,  but  after  a  fortnight's  time  it  | 
liecame  quite  clear.    Mr.  CouPLAifD  said  he  did  not  find  the  [ 
colour  change.    Mr.  Garsed  thought  the  brown  coloration  I 
might  be  a  product  of  charring.  Mr.  Ppx'K  had  an  idea  iliat  it  [ 
was  due  to  the  presence  of  borate  of  iron,  owing,  probably,  [ 
to  faulty  enamel  in  the  vessel  used.    Mr.  Dewhirst  also 
thought  the  brown  coloration  might  be  due  to  charring, 
but  glycerin  sometimes  contained  arsenic,  and  that  might 
give  a  brownish  colour. 

The  next  question,  which  fell  to  Mr.  Morley  Taylor,  was, 
Is  it  better  (;;)  to  have  a  good  quarrel  with  a  troublesome 
customer  occasionally,  or  (b)  to  tamely  submit  1 

Mr.  Taylor  thought  the  customer  had  to  be  known,  and 
he  did  not  like  the  word  "occasionally"  in  the  question. 
However,  if  the  chemist's  case  was  a  good  one  he  thought  he 
would  net  lose  anything  by  a  little  argument.    He  bad 
known  several  cases  in  which  the  chemist  had  been  very 
much  afraid  of  losing  an  account  by  standing  bis  ovi  n 
ground,   but  he  might   find  afterwards  that  a  customer 
respected  him  more  when  he  found  that  he  v. as  in  the  rifiht. 
They  must  all  sometimes  tamely  submit,  but  it  all  c'epended 
upon  whether  one  was  dealing  with  a  man  or  a  woman,  and  > 
what  the  row  was  about.    (Laughter.)     Mr.  Dewhirst 
thought  the  chemist  got  more  cut  of  Ihe.-e  persons  by  the  \ 
use  of  studied  politeness,  but  it  was  necessary  at  times  to  \ 
impress  them  with  a  sense  of  one's  dignity.   Mr.  Latreille  | 
caused  some  laughter  by  saying  it  depended  a  good  deal  { 
upon  the  person  and  sex  of  the  customer,  and  decidedly  on  j 
his  religious  persuasion.  [ 

Mr.  Evans  had  perhaps  the  most  interesting  question  of 
the  evening.    It  was,  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  recent 

i 

Vaseline  Verdict?  I 

He  (Mr.  Evans)  confessed  himself  absolutely  ignorant  of 
the  matter.  \ 

Mr.  Morley  Taylor  said  it  was  a  very  interesting  case, 
and  he  had  very  strong  sympathy  with  the  vaseline  ppople. 
He  thought  most  people  had  the  idea  that  "vaseline"  : 
represented  one  particular  brand  of  soft  paraffin,  and  was,  , 
at  any  rate,  a  trade-maik.  He  was  very  soiry  to  ^C2  such  j 
a  iadgment  given  in  the  recent  case,  because  Messrs.  Chese-  | 
brough  had  always  kept  up  the  quality  of  their  article.  ' 
There  was  no  other  brand  equal  to  it,  and  it  people  invecteil  i 
a  good  thing  and  put  it  en  the  market  and  kept  up  its  | 
quality  he  thought  ihey  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  came 


I  under  which  it  had  been  sold  an!  knov/c  :or  such  a  long 
'  time,  and  the  length  of  time  suc'i  a  np.D::e  had  held  good 
'  should  be  taken  into  consideration  with  the  authorities.  His 

sympathy  was  ceitainly  with  Messrs.  Chesebrough. 
!     Mr.  Dewhirst  said  he  did  not  follow  the  Judge's  reason 
I  for  striking  it  off  the  register. 

Mr.  Morley  Taylor  :  His  reason  was  tiiat  vaseline  had 
been  known  as  such  before  the  registration  of  the  trade- 
mark. 

Mr.  Dewhirst  thought  it  a  great  pity  tliat  jjeople  should 
now  b3  allowcel  to  take  advantage  of  all  Chestbrough's 
advertising,  and  use  the  name  Chesebrough  had  made 
popular.  Messrs.  Chesebrough  recently  bad  been  making 
cap.^icum  vaseline,  and  he  supposed  now  that  any  perton 
could  make  this  preparation  under  that  name.  Perhaps 
Mr.  Hall  could  give  them  some  idea  about  the  subject  ? 

Mr.  Hall  explained  that  the  application  had  been  made 
by  the  Vasogen  Company  to  the  Comptroller  of  Tradc- 
maiks  in  the  first  instance  to  have  the  name  "Vasogen" 
put  upon  the  register,  but  wore  met  with,  a  refusal  because 
the  word  "  vaseline  "  was  already  on  the  register  as  a  trade- 
mark. According  to  the  recent  decision  anyone  could  now 
sell  petroleum  jelly  of  any  make  as  "vaseline,"  provided  the 
article  was  not  put  up  in  a  mat  ner  which  would  suggest  a 
colorable  imitation  of  Chesebrough's  aiticle.  No  man  was 
allowed  to  put  an  article  for  sale  which  could  be  held  to  be 
a  colourable  imitation  of  a  p>roduct  already  on  the  market. 

Mr.  Frost  corroborated  these  remarks,  and  further  con- 
versation ensued,  the  general  opinion  being  that  the  decision 
was  decidedly  rough  on  the  proprietors  of  Vaseline. 

Mr.  Gaesed  was  next  called  upc  ii  to  reply  to  the  questtott' 
— Is  the 

Gutzeit  Test  for  Arsenic 

as  reliable  ns  Marsh's  test?  He  thought  it  depended  en- 
tirely upon  the  nature  of  the  substance  to  be  tested.  If 
it  was  a  substance  which  contained  i?o  organic  matter, 
sulphur,  or  any  other  substance  of  that  i.ature,  he  thought 
the  Gutzeit  test  was  quite  as  reliable  as  Marsh's  test,  and 
it  did  tot  occupy  so  much  time  in  manipulation.  In  sup- 
port of  his  views  he  referred  to  Mr.  Kirkby's  process  and' 
apparatus. 

Mr.  Dewhirst  thought  the  Gutzeit  test  would  in  time 
be  recognised  as  an  excellent  test  if  the  sulphur  compounds 
vverc  taken  out  from  the  substance  to  be  tested,  as  sul- 
phcrttteel  hydrogen  gave  a  colour  practically  like  the 
arsenic,  whereas  antimoniated  hydrogen  gave  black  colora- 
tion. He  thought  Gutzeii's  test,  when  it  bad  been  proved 
to  be  absolutely  reliable,  would  be  very  m.;ch  used.  At 
present  they  did  net  like  the  yellow  stain  on  a  piece  of 
paper,  as  it  did  not  look  sufficiently  conclusive.  Analysts 
preferred  Reinsch's  test,  because  they  could  afterwa'ds  luring 
the  arsenic  they  had  isolated  into  court  r'nd  show  it  if 
neces-ary.  Mr.  Allen's  test  was  also  a  good  one,  but  even 
Allen  himself  di  1  not  advocate  his  own  process  in  preference 
to  Reinsch's. 

Mr.  Peck's  question  read  :  Wlien  bismuth  subnitrate, 
spt.  ammonirc  aromati.,  and  sodic  bicarb,  are  prescribed  in  a 
mixture,  what  mean^  cm  be  taken  to  prevent  solid  caking  on 
the  bottle  .'  He  believed  they  were  alv>'ays  rdse  1  with  hot 
water  first,  but  he  thought  it  was  legitimate  to  suspend  the 
bismuth  in  muc  lige. 

Mr.  LowNSBOROUiiii,  who  put  the  question,  said  he 
generally  found  that  this  mixture,  after  standing,  ha  ■  a 
sediment  on  the  bottom  of  the  bottle  which  could  not  be 
shifted  with  any  amount  of  shaking.  The  only  meanshe  had 
been  able  to  devise  to  prevent  the  cakirg  other  than  by 
sddirg  pulv.  t-ag  co.  was  to  use  the  caibonate  instead  of  the 
suljaitiate.  AVnen  that  was  used  there  was  no  inclination 
for  the  mixture  ta  cake  at  all.  Mr.  Goode  thought  than  it 
was  legitimate  to  use  bismuth  carbonate;  and  Mr.  Morley 
Taylor  thouf.ht  the  ammonia  was  the  cause  of  the  trouble, 
Mr.  Gars^d  did  not  cjuntenance  the  use  o:  h&t  water,  but) 
Mr.  Dlavhirst  thought  it  permissible  to  use  the  carbonate 
icstead  of  the  subnitrate,  as  that  the  presciibfr  would  be 
grateful  to  the  man  who  did  it,  as  he  probably  had  no  idea 
it  was  going  to  ca'te  on  the  bottle,  and  if  he  foun<l  that  it 
did  so  he  might  become  disgusted  somewhat  with  the  dis- 
penser. The  dispenser,  he  thought,  in  a  case  lik>  this  must 
use  his  own  discretion.  Mr.  Morley  Taylup.  di  1  not  think 
t'lit,  although  the  bismuth  subnitri'.e  was  r_'u'.ra'ised  with 
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bicarbonate  and  then  the  sal  volatile  added,  the  dispenser 
would  get  the  same  effect. 

This  ended  the  discussion,  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 


Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

At  Mason  University,  Birmingham,  on  February  21,  Mr. 
John  Humphreys,  L.D.S.,  delivered  a  lecture  on 

The  Teeth  of  Fish  and  Keptiles. 

Mr.  John  Barclay,  B.Sc.  (the  President)  was  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Humphreys  first  traced  the  descent  of  fishes  from 
the  upper  Ludlow  beds  of  Silarian  measures,  where  they 
made  their  first  appearance  in  thin  beds  full  of  spines  and 
teeth.  He  described  the  singular  and  grotesque  ganoid 
fish  of  Old  Red  Sandstone,  such  as  pterichthys,  pteraspis,  and 
cephalaspis  ;  the  huge  ganoid  rhizodus  of  coal  measures, 
with  powerful  caniniform  teeth,  and  traced  the  continuance 
of  the  type  through  Lias  period  to  the  few  survivals  of  the 
present  day,  as  sturgeon  and  lepidosteus.  By  means  of  lan- 
tern-slides, he  illustrated  the  complicated  structure  of  teeth, 
and  also  first  forms  of  sharks  and  rays  which  abounded  in 
seas  of  Caiboniferous  times.  He  next  described  the  denti- 
tion of  cestracion,  the  sole  member  of  old  forms  of  chalk 
life,  and  traced  the  development  of  true  sharks  as 
illustrated  by  teeth  throughout  geological  time.  The  various 
forms  of  skates  and  rays  were  thrown  on  the  screen,  and  the 
structure  and  varieties  of  shapes  of  teeth  described.  Illus- 
trations were  also  shown  of  teleostean  fish,  such  as  pike, 
angler-fish,  and  hake,  with  singular  hinged  teeth,  wolf-fish, 
globe-fish,  chub,  and  barbel.  From  this  the  lecturer  passed  to 
speak  of  the  teeth  of  reptiles.  He  spoke  of  the  first  appear- 
ance of  reptiles,  batrachians  in  coal  measures,  and  illustrated 
the  impress  of  their  feet  in  sandstone  rock,  and  the  shape 
.and  beautiful  structure  of  their  teeth.  After  a  word  about 
the  dentition  of  frogs  and  crocodiles,  the  lecturer,  with  a 
wealth  of  interesting  detail,  giving  evidence  of  careful  re- 
search, described  some  of  the  great  reptiles,  such  as  herbi- 
vorous iguanodon,  pterodactyles,  sea  lizards,  such  as 
ichthyosaurus  and  plesiosaurus  ;  strange  reptiles  with  im- 
mense flattened  teeth  for  crushing  shell-fish,  as  cyamodus 
and  placodus  ;  modern  lizards,  as  iguana  and  monitor  lizard, 
and  the  few  remaining  marine  lizards  of  the  Gallapagos 
Islands ;  strange  reptiles  recently  discovered  as  fossils  in 
'South  Africa,  as  galesaurus  and  cynognathus,  with  highly 
differentiated  teeth.  The  first  forms  of  birds  from  chalk 
measures  in  America  discovered  by  Professor  Marsh,  with 
reptilian  characteristics,  such  as  small  brain,  fish-like 
vettebrse  and  jaws  filled  with  teeth,  were  also  described  and 
illustrated  in  an  interesting  manner.  la  conclusion,  the 
lecturer  dealt  with  the  dentition  of  non-venomous  snakes,  as 
the  python  ;  the  dentition  of  colubrine  poisonous  snakes, 
illustrated  by  hydrophis,  a  sea-serpent,  and  cobra  ;  and  the 
complicated  poison-fangs  of  viperine  snakes,  as  the  puff-adder 
and  rattlesnake.  In  addition  to  the  lantern-slides,  the 
lecture  was  illustrated  by  fossil  teeth.  On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Geeraed,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Freeman,  Mr.  Hum- 
phreys was  thanked,  after  which  he  showed  the  company 
over  the  Dental  Museum  of  the  University,  which  is  one  of 
the  best  in  the  country. 


Northampton  and  District  Chemists' 
Association. 

A  MEETING  of  this  Association  was  held  on  February  22, 
at  the  Black  Boy  Hotel,  Northampton,  Mr.  W.  McKinnell 
(the  President)  in  the  chair.  Mr.  J.  Glower  opened  the 
discussion  with  a  paper  entitled 

Is  THE  P.A.T.A.  WOETHY  OF  SUPPOET  ? 

At  the  outset  he  explained  that  Northampton  could  not  be 
reproached  with  indifference  to  the  Association,  for  50  per 
cent,  of  the  chemists  of  the  town  were  subscribers,  which 
compared  with  25  per  cent,  for  the  whole  country.  To  form 
a  proper  judgment  on  the  work  of  the  Association  it  was 
necessary,  he  thought,  to  take  a  survey  of  the  past.  A 
quarter  of  a  century  ago  proprietary  articles  were  sold  at 
face-value — Is.  l^d.  and  2«.  9d.  being  the  popular  prices. 
The  wholesale  prices  were,  almost  without  exception,  10*.  6d. 
and  27«.  to  account,  and  it  was  very  rare  indeed  that  net 


lists  were  issued.  The  rise  of  stores  in  most  of  the  large 
towns  about  that  time  made  sad  havoc  of  chemists'  trade 
in  proprietary  articles.  The  ease  of  handing  them  over, 
and  the  comparison  of  store-prices  with  the  advertised 
figures  as  charged  by  chemists,  was  made  to  imply  similar 
reductions  in  every  article  stocked.  Retail  prices  con- 
tinuously fell,  so  that  by  1890  little  or  no  profit  could  be 
obtained  on  those  goods.  The  public  expected  chemists  to 
keep  stock  and  supply  at  prices  which  were  practically  net 
cost.  He  contended  that  the  P.A.T  A.  went  a  long  way 
towards  mitigating  those  disadvantages.  To  refuse  to 
supply  proprietary  articles  would  certainly  lead  to  less  of 
sale  of  other  goods.  Their  dignity  was  not  compromised  by 
selling  proprietary  articles,  and  another  evident  conclusion 
was  that  the  chemist  should  receive  a  due  proportion  of 
profit  in  stocking  and  supplying  these  goods.  (Hear,  hear.) 
The  work  of  the  P.A.T.A.  all  tended  in  the  direction  of  these 
reforms,  and  it  is,  he  contended,  an  organisation  of  advan- 
tage to  all  three  sections  of  the  trade. 

Mr.  E.  C.  ASHPORD  pointed  out  that  the  Association  had 
succeeded  in  persuading  certain  proprietors  to  advance 
prices  to  such  an  extent  that  chemists  are  now  able  to  get  a 
profit  where  in  many  cases  they  previously  had  none. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Maygee  remarked  that  people  were  not  so 
satisfied  now  as  when  they  bought  at  face-value,  because 
there  was  a  large  class  of  customers  who  had  the  uncom- 
fortable reflection  that  they  might  have  bought  a  little 
cheaper  elsewhere.  (Laughter.)  He  was  rather  fceptical 
of  the  Association  succeeding  in  persuading  the  public  that 
they  could  purchase  as  cheaply  at  chemists'  as  at  stores, 
though  he  was  a  member  of  the  Association  and  wisced  it 
every  success. 

The  President  said  that  although  it  had  the  welfare  of 
chemists  sincerely  atheart,hedoubted  whether  the  Association 
could  ever  benefit  chemists  generally  to  the  extent  claimed. 
For  the  very  extreme  "  cutters  "  it  might  be  of  help.  He 
proceeded  to  criticise  and  condemn  the  Association's  former 
alliance  with  grocers,  and  argued  that  the  examinations  now 
enforced  on  prospective  chemists  should  strengthen  their 
determination  to  keep  their  trade  exclusive,  and  refrain 
from  sanctioning  any  chemists'  organisations  coquetting 
with    .tside  trades. 

Ml.  ASHFOED,  jun.,  pointed  out  that  in  poor  districts 
chemists  are  compelled  by  force  of  circumstances  to  cut,  on 
their  own  initiative,  the  prices  of  proprietary  articles,  for  if 
they  do  not  the  idea  would  be  created  that  all  other  goods 
would  be  correspondingly  dear. 

It  was  resolved  to  hold  the  annual  meeting  on  March  22 
and  the  dinner  on  March  14. 


Cardiff  and  District  Pharmaceutical 
Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
February  27,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  Hagon. 

Divisional  Seceetaryship, 

The  President  referred  to  the  appointments  of  secretaries 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  which  were  being  made  for 
every  parliamentary  division  throughout  the  country,  and 
said  there  had  been  some  difficulty  in  Cardiff.  Mr.  J.  Munday 
was  written  to  by  the  Society,  but  he  refused  to  accept  the 
position,  and  suggested  that  it  should  be  offered  to  Mr. 
W.  J.  Sacders,  their  Secretary.  A  letter  had  since  been 
received  from  London  askicg  Mr.  Sanders  to  act  as  Divisional 
Secretar}'. 

Mr.  Sanders  sa'.d  he  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Association,  but  as  he  was  a  democrat  he  could  not  take  the 
office  unless  he  was  popularly  elected. 

Mr.  R.  Mumfoed  said  that  was  neither  the  time  nor  the 
place  to  nominate  anyone  as  Secretary.  The  matter  should 
have  been  brought  before  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  not  before  that  Association. 
Very  few  of  those  present  belonged  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 

After  some  discussion,  the  President  rcoved  that  the 
Association  extend  to  Mr.  Sanders  their  most  sincere  wishes 
that  he  might -be  appointed  to  the  position  of  Secretary  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the  Cardiff  parliamentary 
division.    The  motion  was  carried. 
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Co-operative  Buying. 

The  Secretary  read  a  scheme  which  had  been  prepared 
on  co-operative  buying.  The  rules  provided  that  the  scheme 
should  be  for  the  benefit  only  of  members  of  the  Association 
engaged  in  business,  and  that  it  should  consist  in  the 
purchase  of  large  parcels  of  proprietary  articles,  which 
should  be  re-distributed  at  cost-price— the  cost  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  presentation  of  invoice  and  receipt  for  the 
goods,  2;/«s  carriage,  cheque,  and  postage.  A  list  of  all 
purchases  is  to  be  kept,  and  produced  at  each  monthly 
meeting. 

The  scheme  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  Mr.  Bellamy 
was  appointed  Commercial  Secretary  to  carry  out  its  pro- 
visions. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  President  submitted  draft  copies  of  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  he  had  received  from  the  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  remarking  that  since  it  was  adopted  on  Decem- 
ber 5,  its  provisions  had  been  extended  to  the  retailing, 
dispensing,  and  compounding,  not  only  of  poisons,  but  of 
medical  prescriptions. 

Mr.  Mum  ford  thought  the  penalties  should  be  recurring, 
so  that  a  penalty  could  be  inflicted  for  every  day  a  shop  was 
illegally  kept  open,  otherwise  it  might  pay  a  person  to  put 
down  the  5^.  fine,  and  continue  to  carry  on  the  business  by 
means  of  an  unqualified  man.  He  approved  of  Clause  4.  They 
ought  to  make  it  as  difficult  as  possible  for  a  corporate  body  to 
keep  open^a  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons.  If  it  were  made  a  sine 
qiid  nun  that  none  but  registtred  persons  should  be  allowed 
to  act  as  directors,  he  thought  they  would  have  great 
difficulty  in  getting  the  requisite  number  of  directors.  They 
had  one  corporate  body  in  Cardiif  one  of  the  directors  of 
which  was  an  undertaker.  (Laughter.) 

The  President  said  there  was  a  very  general  feeling  that 
Clause  5  was  too  cumbersome,  and  read  portions  of  a  letter 
he  had  written  in  his  private  capacity  to  the  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society: — 

Clause  5  has  led  to  considerable  discussion  throughout  the 
country,  and  it  has  been  very  generally  considered  that  the 
registration  clauses  would  be  better  if  they  were  altered  so  as  to 
make  them  compulsory,  and  that  a  small  fee  should  be  exacted. 
Tlie  weakness  of  the  Society  is  due  to  the  fact  that  it  counts  only 
a  minor  number  of  the  qualified  chemists  of  Great  Britain  as 
members,  and  who  can  deny  that  the  Society  has  shown  great 
weakness  and  inability  to  grasp  the  problems  of  the  trade  it 
ornaments  ?  Given  a  full  membership  of  all  qualified  chemists, 
the  Society  would  become  a  power  able  to  carry  just  and  wise 
measures  that  would  materially  assist  its  members  to  carry  on 
their  legally  established  but  unprotected  business.  I  suggest 
that  Clause  5  sliould  be  altered  so  that  it  may  secure  compulsory 
registration  on  January  1  in  every  year,  and  that  only  those  thus 
registered  shall  be  entitled  to  practise  as  qualified  chemists ;  that 
the  fee  for  such  registration  be  5s.  ;  and  that  this  sum,  paid  yearly, 
shall  entitle  every  qualified  chemist  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  full  membership  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  as  at  present 
enjoyed  by  the  guinea  subscriber,  except  only  the  supply  of  the 
Journal — this  to  be  for  the  future  separated  from  the  member- 
ship-fee, and  supplied  at  a  further  fixed  sum  if  desired,  not  com- 
pulsory 

After  some  discussion,  the  President  moved — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Cardiff  and  District  Pharmaceutical 
Association  approves  generally  of  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill,  in- 
cluding the  alterations  of  January  9,  and  that  the  penalties  in  all 
cases  should  be  made  recurring ;  but  suggests  that  Clause  5  should 
be  altered  so  that  it  may  secure  compulsory  registration  on 
January  1  in  every  year,  and  that  only  those  thus  registered  shall 
be  entitled  to  practise  as  qualified  chemists ;  that  the  fee  for  such 
registration  be  5s.  ;  and  that  this  sum,  paid  yearly,  shall  entitle 
every  qualified  chemist  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  full 
membership  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  as  at  present  enjoyed 
by  the  guinea  subscriber, except  only  the  supply  of  the  Journal — 
this  to  be  for  the  future  separated  from  the  membership-fee,  and 
supplied  at  a  further  sum  if  required. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Anthony. 

Mr.  MuMFORD  said  the  resolution  did  not  meet  with  his 
approval,  but  he  would  not  move  an  amendment 

The  Secretary  was  afraid  that,  if  the  subscription  were 
made  compulsory,  it  would  not  put  life  into  the  Society,  but 
that  there  would  be  nothing  but  dry  bones. 

On  a  division,  the  resolution  was  carried  by  three  to  one. 


Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants' 
and  Apprentices'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Association  on  February  20,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Gilmour  (President)  in  the  chair,  Mr.  J.  Thomson  read  a 
paper  on  "  Ambition."    The  essayist  tracing  the  history  of 
ambition  as  a  passion  from  its  origin  in  the  spirit  of  emula- 
tion which  prompts  men  to  vie  with  one  another  both  for 
good  and  evil,  showed  that  it  is  the  mainspring  of  human 
progress  and  the  great  secret  of  success.    The  consum- 
mation  of    ambition,   he   said,  raises   up  enmities  and 
jealousies.    These  are  that  aliquid  amari  that  needs  must 
dash  the  cup  of  life.    There  are  some  outstanding  types  of 
differing  pharmaceutical  ambition  and  temperament  which 
show  how  it  has  left  us  stranded  high  and  dry  on  the  shoals 
and  shores  of  life.    There   is  the   quiet,  unostentatious 
chemist  who  plods  on  stolidly.    He  is  a  moral  sphinx,  a 
creature  of  habit  or  of  inertia.    Then  there  is  the  geneiic 
type,   the    ordinary   everyday    pharmacist,   who  has  no 
ambition  but  to  make  a  living.    A  third— more  highly 
coloured — type    is    the    slap-dash,    go-ahead,  up-to-date 
"  agreeable  rattle  "  of  a  chemist,  who  strikes  his  customers 
like  an  amateur  cyclone,  and  rushes  them  through  and  out 
of  his  shop  after  having  divined  by  the  lightning  method  what 
they  do  not  want,  and  supplied  them  accordingly.    There  is 
an  unclassified  type  represented  by  the  meek,  complaisant 
man,  who  may  be  of  lymphatic  temperament  or  a  bookworm. 
Closely  allied  to  this  variety  is  the  dreamer,  the  day-dreamer, 
who  finds  Lotus-land  in  the  back  shop.    The  business  chemi  ;t 
seems  an  anomaly  in  words  as  well  as  fact.    Some  think  it  a 
new  species,  or  a  hybrid  from  the  stores.    The  man  of  this 
stamp  is  the  incarnation  of  method.    In  his  shop  there  is 
a  place  for  everything  and  everything  in  its  place.  His 
motto   is   "  Festina  Lente."    There  is  no  scurrying  and 
stampeding.    Work  goes  on   steadily  and  systematically. 
His  employes  are  eagerly  sought  after,  and  certain  of  situa- 
tions.   His  opinion  is  always  asked  and  valued  ;  and  although 
he  may  lack  the  science  so  many  would  like  to  see,  he  is 
nevertheless  the  solid  substantial  pharmacist  pf  the  future. 
Referring  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  although  it  was 
hardly  germane  to  the  present  topic,  the  author  remarked 
that  ambition  sometimes  leapt  that  way,  but  in  Scotland 
the  Society  was  treated  with  indifference  tempered  with 
lawsuits. 

Labour  is  necessary  for  life,  and  to  be  ashamed  of 
one's  occupation  is  to  be  ashamed  of  oneself,  for  the  man 
whose  pride  is  above  his  work  must  needs  sink  to  its  level, 
as  he  is  incapable  of  rising  higher. 

After  remarks  by  the  Chairman,  and  some  general  dis- 
cussion, the  meeting  thanked  Mr.  Thomson  for  his  paper, 
and  separated. 


Soutb  Hfrican  1Rew0. 

(From  our  Colonial  Correspondents.) 


The  Durban  Customs  revenue  for  January,  1901,  shows 
a  large  increase  over  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year  ; 
the  fisfures  for  January,  1901,  being  63,567/.,  as  compared 
with  48,781Z.  for  1900. 

Rand  Refugee  Dentists.— The  local  Refugee  Com- 
mittee at  Durban  have  requested  all  refugee  dentists  and 
telegraphists  to  communicate  with  the  committee  concern- 
ing their  return  to  the  Rand. 

Messrs  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.  will  shortly  open  a  branch 
for  the  supply  of  surgical  instruments.  This  department 
will  be  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  MacLuskey,  lately  with 
Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited) 

New  Steamship  Line  to  Natal.— The  Xatnl  3Icrcnri/ 
says  that  attention  has  been  called  for  some  mocths  past  to 
the  advantages  possessed  by  Durban  as  a  port,  and  to  the  fact 
that  these  advantages  are  being  availed  of  by  more  than  one 
line  of  steamships,  which  have  been  hithcito  strangers  to 
Natal.  One  of  the  latest  firms  to  realise  the  possibilities  of 
Durban  as  a  port  is  the  Austrian-Lloyd  Steam  Navigation 
Company.  The  company  has  decided  to  run  a  monthly 
service  between  Durban  and  Trieste,  via  the  East  Coast 
route. 
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Meatminater  Miabom. 


Medical  Act  (1858)  Extension  Bill. 

This  short  Bill,  to  amend  the  Medical  Act  of  1858,  was 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  on  February  22, 
backed  by  General  Laurie,  Mr.  Rothschild,  Sir  M  M. 
Bhownaggree,  Colonel  Wyndbam  Murray,  Sir  James 
Fergusson,  and  Mr.  Middlemore.  A  memorandum  attached 
to  the  Bill  refers  to  the  great  advance  in  medical  education 
throughout  the  Empire,  and  especially  in  the  self-governing 
colonies,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1858.  This  Bill 
provides  that  where  the  examinations  and  course  of  education 
at  the  principal  colonial  schools  of  medicine  are  in  all 
respects  the  same  as  those  practised  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  General  Medical 
Council ,  medical  men  from  Greater  Britain  should,  when  proved 
to  be  properly  qualified,  be  admissible  to  serve  the  Empire 
in  the  naval  and  military  and  civil  services  of  the  Crown. 
The  Bill  reads  as  follows  : — 

1.  From  and  after  the  couwiencement  of  this  Act  the  provisions 
of  the  Medical  Act,  1858,  shall  be  extended  by  adding  to 
Schedule  A.  of  said  Act  the  undermentioned  paragraph,  to  be 
known  as  paragraph  twelve. 

"  (12)  Doctor  or  Bachelor,  or  Licentiate  of  Medicine,  or 
Master  in  Surgery  of  any  University  or  Medical  School  in  the 
Empire  at  which  the  curriculum  of  studies  and  the  examina- 
tions required  to  be  passed  by  the  undergraduates  shall  be 
ai'cepted  and  recognised  by  the  General  Medical  Council  as 
equal  in  all  respects  to  the  requirements  from  students  and 
candidates  for  degrees  in  the  Institutions  shown  in  paragraphs 
one  to  eleven  of  Schedule  A." 

Surgeons  of  the  highest  standing  in  Canada,  and  holding 
commissions  from  his  Majesty  in  the  militia,  volunteered  for 
service  in  South  Africa,  and  a  complete  field  hospital  was 
ofEered  by  Canada,  and  in  both  cases  the  War  Gfiice  refused 
to  accept  such  service  on  the  ground  that  it  was  contrary  to 
the  Medical  Act  of  1858  to  permit  a  colonially  trained 
surgeon  to  attend  professionally  to  British  troops.  The 
object  of  the  amending  Bill  is  to  remove  this  disqualification, 
which  at  present  can  only  be  done  by  special  order  of  the 
General  Medical  Council. 

Milk  Standards. 

The  President  of  the  Brard  of  Agriculture  lias  presented 
to  Parliament  a  report  of  the  Departmental  Committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  desirability  of  reguli^tions  under 
Section  4  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1899,  so  far  as 
that  section  deals  with  milk  and  cream.  Forty-nine  wit- 
nesses have  been  examined  since  the  Committee  first  sat  in 
January  1900,  and  fifteen  of  these  were  analysts,  seventeen 
dairy-farmers,  and  twelve  milk-tradeis  and  distributors. 
The  overvfhelming  body  of  evidence  received  supported  the 
conclusion  that  the  setting  up  of  some  statutory  limits  for 
milk  was  necessary,  and  the  Committee  held  that  the 
absence  of  an  oflaoial  standard  gave  rise  to  doubts  in  the 
minds  of  magistrates  before  the  passing  of  the  1899  Act,  and 
they  might  feel  still  greater  hesitation  if  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  refrained  from  making  the  regulations  contem- 
plated. The  Committee  thought  some  definition  of  minimal 
limits  of  quality  for  milk  is  necessary,  and  that  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  should  be  advised  to  make  regulations  with  that 
object. 

Hours  of  Labour  in  Shops. 

In  the  House  of  Lords  on  Tuesday,  February  26,  Lord 
Avebury  moved  tliat  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  length  of  hours  of  labour  in  shops,  and 
whether  any,  and  if  so,  what  steps  should  be  taken  to 
diminish  them.  The  House  of  Commons,  he  said,  had 
passed  a  unanimous  resolution  that  the  hours  of  labour  in 
shops  were  excessive,  and  that  legislation  was  necessary. 
The  Committee,  which  sat  in  1886,  reported  that  in  many 
places,  hours  of  labour  ranged  as  high  as  eighty- four  per 
week,  or  thirty  hours  more  than  allowed  under  the  Factory 
Acts.  He  referred  to  the  testimony  of  Lord  Lister  last  year 
as  to  the  terrible  effect  of  these  long  hours  on  health, 
especially  in  the  case  of  women,  and  that  in  this  case  there 
was  no  corflict  between  capital  and  labour,  or  between 
employers  and  employed.    Shopkeepers,  on  the  contrary. 


were  most  anxious  to  see  their  hours  of  labour  shortened. 
In  the  Early-closing  Bill,  \\hich  had  several  times  jassed  the 
second  reading  in  the  House  of  Commons,  ilie  consent  of  the 
local  authority  was  required  before  anything  could  be  done. 
He  thought  this  was  sulficient  safeguard,  though,  personally, 
he  felt  sure  that  if  the  hour  of  closing  were  left  to  shop- 
keepers themselves,  there  was  no  ftar  they  would  select  an 
hour  which  would  inconvenience  their  customers.  He 
believed  no  reform  was  mere  earnestly  needed,  and  none 
which  would  do  more  to  promote  the  health  and  liappiness 
of  the  people  of  our  great  cities. 

The  Marquis  of  Salisbury  sa'd  he  thought  the  time  had 
come  when  it  would  be  desirable  to  obtain  some  fuller  in- 
formation on  the  subject  as  to  the  wishes  of  the  classes 
concerned.  The  Factory  Acts  bad  Eothing  to  do  with  this 
case.  By  them  Parliament  bad  provided  certain  hours 
beyond  which  persons  should  not  work,  and  consequently 
sufBcient  attention  had  been  given  to  the  matter  to  ensure 
to  a  certain  extent  that  no  injustice  was  done  to  either 
side  by  the  limitation  of  the  natural  liberties  of  the  working 
man.  That  was  not  the  case  in  the  matter  of  shop  hours. 
The  latter  case  he  thought  a  very  striking  interference  with 
the  liberty  both  of  the  consumer  and  of  the  shopkeeper,  and 
that  was  for  the  Committee  to  inquire  into.  It  was  a  very 
easy  matter  to  get  the  evidence  of  philanthropists,  bat  it  was 
very  difficult  to  get  the  evidence  of  the  ordinary  cot  sumer, 
to  whom  the  danger  which  might  seem  to  lurk  in  the  pro- 
posal might  be  real  enough.  He  hof  ed  Lcrd  Avebury  would 
do  his  utmost  to  bring  forward  evid(  nee  of  all  kinds,  and 
try  to  find  out  what  the  ordinary  woiking  men  who  existed 
in  millions  thought  of  the  limitations  of  their  power  of  pro- 
viding the  necessaries  of  life  for  themselves  and  their 
families.  In  assenting  to  the  Committee  he  repudiated  the 
idea  that  this  or  any  Government  would  be  bound  by  the 
decision  of  that  Committee. 

Lord  Avebury  explained  that  he  did  not  propose  that  the 
local  authority  alone  should  fix  the  hours,  but  that  they 
should  be  empowered  to  act  on  the  reple^ectation  of  the 
shopkeepers,  and  the  motion  that  the  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  was  agreed  to. 

Cooper's  Hill  College. 
Lord  George  Hamilton,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Tuesday,  February  26,  replying  to  Mr.  O'Mara,  the  member 
for  South  Kilkenny,  stated  that  the  Board  of  Vioitors  of 
Cooper's  Hill  College  who  recommended  the  charges  which 
had  been  decided  upon,  involving  the  retirement  uf  certain 
of  the  present  teaching  stafi',  are  as  follows: — Sir  Charles 
Crosthwaite,  Sir  William  Preece,  Sir  Alexander  Rendel,  Mr. 
Hugh  Leonard,  Colonel  Pearson,  Sir  WilLam  Bisset,  Sir 
Couitenay  Ilbert,  and  Sir  James  Wolfe-Barry.  One  member 
of  the  Board,  Sir  Douglas  Fox,  was  absent  on  the  Continent, 
and  gave  no  opinion  ;  otherwise  the  Board  was  unanimous. 
During  the  last  five  years  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  college 
exceeded  the  amount  received  as  studeits'  fees  to  the  extent 
of  7,7191.  He  could  not,  within  the  limits  of  the  answer  to  a 
question,  give  the  reasons  for  the  decision  which  has  been 
arrived  at,  but  they  would  be  found  in  the  papers  which  ought 
before  now  to  have  been  in  the  hands  of  members.  As  the 
matter  had  been  very  fully  considered  by  the  highest 
competent  authorities,  he  did  not  propose  to  hold  any  further 
inquiry.  In  further  reply.  Lord  George  Hamilton  would  not 
reply  categorically  as  to  whether  Sir  Douglas  Fox  did  not 
ask  to  have  the  inquiry  printed. 

Arsenic  or  Lead. 
Mr.  Coghill  has  given  notice  that  he  will  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  on  Friday,  March  1, 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Arsenical  Poisoning  Commission  as  to  the 
similarity  of  the  symptoms  of  poisoning  from  arseniciscd 
beer  and  from  plumbism,  and  that  Professors  Oliver  and 
Thorpe  have  reported  that  betr  is  largely  taken  in  the 
Staffordshire  potteries  as  an  antidote  to  plumbism.  And 
whether  many  of  the  reported  cases  of  plumbism  in  the  four 
last  months  of  1900  were  cases  of  arsenical  poisoning. 


"  The  Art  op  Dispensing  "  (Ed.  VI.).— I  am  sure  that 
I  shall  find  it  useful  in  my  position  as  Professor  of  Pharmacy 
in  the  California  College  of  Pharmacy. — Professor  W.  M. 
Searby,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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flDctal  as  fuel. 


UNDER  this  title  Sir  W.  Roberts-Austen,  chemist  and 
af-sayer  to  the  Royal  Mint,  gave  a  brilliant  discourse 
at  the  Royal  Institutior,  Albenaarle  Street,  W.,  on  Friday 
evening,  February  22.  The  brilliancy  of  the  lecture  can  be 
judged  from  the  fact  that  such  a  daring  experiment  as  the 
convers-ion  of  iron  into  steel  by  the  Bessemer  process  was 
shown  in  operation,  also  that,  by  means  of  an  ojitical  lantern 
and  mirror,  the  interior  of  an  electric  farnace  in  which  iron 
was  being  melted  was  projected  on  to  the  screen.  There  was 
also  shown  the  process  devised  by  Dr.  Goldschmidt,  of  Essen, 
for  reducing  metallic  oxides  to  metals  by  means  of  aluminium. 
When  aluminium  and  metallic  oxides  are  heated  together,  a 
violent  reaction  takes  place,  which  led  Dr.  Goldschmidt  to 
study  the  question,  with  a  view  to  finding  out  a  method  of 
controlling  it.  The  result  has  been  the  discovery  that  it  is 
only  necessary  to  start  the  reaction  at  any  part  of  the 
mixture  to  generate  sufficient  heat  to  bring  about  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  oxides.  In  th?  first  experiment  (which  was 
ccnductcl  at  the  Royal  Institution  by  Dr.  Savars,  one  of 
Dr.  Goldfchmidi's  as-istants),  oxide  of  iron  was  mixed  with 
aluminium  in  a  plumbago  crucible  lined  with  magnesite,  a 
little  igniting-piwdtr  addtd,  and  a  match  applied.  The 
result  was  a  reaction  between  the  iron  oxide  an(i  aluminium, 
which  was  kept  up  by  ailding  spoonfuls  of  the  mixture,  so 
that  in  a  minute  or  fo  a  glowing  mass  of  melted  iron  at  a 
temperature  of  about  3,000°  C.  was  produced.  The  light 
given  (  K  from  the  glowing  mass  was  of  such  intensity  as  to 
resemble  limelight,  and  was  strong  enough  to  illuminate  the 
led  are- theatre,  the  lights  being  extinguished  during  this 
experiment.  Dr.  Savars  and  his  assistant  wore  dark  smoke 
glasses,  and  can  led  out  the  manipulations  on  a  table 
coverci  with  sand,  the  iloor  around  being  laid  with  asbestos- 
cardboard.  The  igniting-powder  is  a  mixture  of  magnesium 
with  barium  peroxide  or  one  of  the  chlorates  ;  in  one  case 
calcium  carbide  was  a  constituent,  and  the  reaction  was 
started  by  means  of  a  drop  of  water.  The  alumina  resulting 
from  the  reaction  Fe.^O^  +  Al.^  =  Al.^0,,  +  Fe., forms  a  slag  round 
the  iron,  and  is  easily  broken  off  when  the  mass  is  cold. 
Similar  experiments  were  performed  with  manganese,  nickel, 
and  cobalt,  oxides,  in  each  case  a  glowing  mass  of  the  melted 
metal  resulting  in  the  space  of  a  minute  or  so.  Not  the  least 
interesting  part  of  the  discourse  consisted  of  an  enumeration 
of  the  commercial  applications  of  the  reaction.  Tram-rails 
can  be  united  into  a  continuous  length  by  welding  with 
melted  iron.  This  process  was  shown  in  operation.  Two 
pieces  of  iron  cylinder  were  welded  together.  A  cage  of 
iron,  surrounded  by  sand,  was  made  round  the  two  ends  it  was 
desired  to  weld,  and  there  was  a  clamping-arrangement,  so 
that  tha  ends  could  be  brought  into  intimate  contact. 
Melted  iron  was  then  poured  into  the  space,  and,  after  wait- 
ing a  minute.  Dr.  Savars  and  his  assistant  screwed  the 
clamps  tighter.  There  was  another  wair.  of  a  couple  of 
minutes,  when  the  outer  cage  was  knocked  oS,  and  the 
glowing  tube  exposed  to  view.  Coherence  between  the  ends 
of  the  tube  was  perfect,  and  the  continuity  of  the  structure  of 
the  iron  was  shown  by  photo-micrographs.  Judging  by  a 
photograph  exhibited  on  the  screen,  the  process  is  being 
used  commercially  on  the  Continent  for  uniting  tram-rails 
into  a  continuous  length.  Sir  William  Roberts-Austen  said 
the  method  has  also  already  been  used  for  patching  cast- 
iron  cylinders,  by  welding  a  piece  of  iron  on  the  defective 
spot,  and,  by  reason  of  its  intense  local  heating- effect,  for 
softening  Harvey ised-steel  plates  so  that  bolt-holes  may  be 
drilled  in  the  steel. 


Antiseptic  Dressings. — We  have  received  from  M.  T. 
Leclerc,  10  Rue  Vignon,  Pa'is.  a  new  edition  of  his  price- 
list  of  antiseptic  sponges  and  dressings.  Tbe  list  is  very 
complete  and  is  well  illustrated. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Barstow  has  resigned  his  position  as  secretary 
and  joint  managing  director  of  Thomas  Powell  (Limited), 
1  Albion  Place,  Blackfriars  Bridge,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Powell 
retains  his  position  as  managing  director. 


Holloway's  Wine  Company  (Limited),  61  New  Oxford 
Street  and  Dyott  Street,  W.C.,  ask  as  to  point  out  that  they 
have  inadvertently  designated  their  coca-wine  as  "  cocoa  "- 
wine  in  their  advertisement  on  page  474  of  The  Chemists' 
AND  Druggists'  Diary,  1901.  Will  subscribers  please 
make  the  necessary  correction  ? 

"Zenobia"  Perfumes — Mr.  W.  F.  Charles,  manufacturing 
perfumer,  Loughborough,  Leicestershire,  calls  our  attention 
to  the  "Zenobia"  series  of  natural- flower  odours  which  he 
manufactures.  There  are  fifty  different  flower-odours  in  the 
series,  which,  besides  the  u^ual  perfumes,  includes  such  new 
odours  as  those  of  daphne  indica,  dendrobium,  freesia, 
lathyrus,  matthiola,  and  Madonna  lily.  Tha  character  of 
each  of  the  perfumes  we  have  examined  is  sharply  defined, 
and  the  style  they  are  put  up  in  for  retail  sale  leaves  nothing 
to  be  desired.  Mr.  Charles  issues  a  wholesale  price-list, 
which  chemists  should  write  for. 

Vasogen  Compounds. — Mr.  E.  J.  Reid,  11  Dunedin  House, 
Basinghall  Street,  E.G.,  informs  us  that  he  finds  some  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  trade  to  substitute  vasogen 
compounds.  We  arc  aware  that  there  have  been  published 
recently  on  the  Continent  formulas  for  imitations  of  vasogen, 
but  wc  think  that  no  self-respecting  dispenser  would,  when 
vasogen  is  prescribed,  use  anything  else  than  the  products  for 
which  Mr.  Reid  is  the  agent  in  this  country.  A  peculiarity 
of  vasogen  is  that  while  being  a)i  excellent  solvent  for 
many  important  medicaments  its  absorptive  power  exceeds 
that  of  natural  petroleum  products. 

1901  Cod-liver  Oil. — The  first  new  season's  oil  to  reach 
us  this  year  is  Peder  Devold's  Lofoten  cod-liver  oil,  for 
which  Messrs.  Linton,  Hubbard  &  Andrew,  27  Leadenhall 
Street,  E.G.,  are  the  sole  agents.  The  sample  is  of  high 
quality  and  as  tasteless  as  almond  oil,  whilst  the  odour  is  so 
slight  that  it  only  suggests  its  fishy  origin. — The  sample 
before  mentioned  was  followed  closely  by  another  from 
Messrs.  Randall  &  Son,  manufacturing  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  Southampton.  Messrs.  Randall's  oil  is  of  prime 
quality,  with  a  taste  slightly  more  oleaceous  than  the  other, 
but  devoid  of  anything  niuseating  or  disagreeable.  It 
evidently  possesses  all  the  attributes  of  a  full-bodied,  carefully 
refined  oil,  and  should  be  much  sought  after  in  the  coming 
season. 

Liquor  Carbonis  Detergens. — Messrs.  Wright,  Lay- 
man &  Umney  (Limited),  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  call 
attention  in  their  advertisement  this  week  to  the  fact  that 
the  title  "Liquor  carbonis  detergens"  is  exclusively  their 
property,  and  can  only  properly  be  applied  to  Wright's 
preparation  of  coal-tar,  introduced  so  many  years  ago,  and 
upon  which  the  reputation  of  all  similar  preparations,  includ- 
ing the  B.P.  liquor  picis  carbonis,  is  based.  The  B.P. 
preparation  is,  it  should  bs  noted,  much  behind  the  original, 
and  differs  from  it  in  composition,  and  therefore  in  ellicacy. 
We  call  the  attention  of  dispensers  to  this  point,  because  it 
seems  to  be  natural  to  suppose  that  when  the  B.P.  imitates 
an  article  such  as  liquor  carbonis  detergens,  it  is  not 
immoral  to  substitute  the  official  preparation  for  the  pro- 
prietary one.  That  is,  of  course,  absurd,  because  the  com- 
pilers of  the  B.P.  have  no  more  right  to  infringe  other 
people's  proprietary  rights  than  the  man  in  the  street. 


^rat>e^flDai1?0  EppUeb  jfor. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journa,!"  Fchniary  13,  1901.) 

"  C.wi.jiA  "  ;  for  patent  mecJicines.  By  Oawlma  Chemical  Com- 
pany, 71  Broomspring  Lane,  Sheffield.  235,123. 

Device  of  hands  holding  bandage :  for  surgical  bandages.  By 
Max  Picot,  46  Fluc  de  Paradis,  Paris.  235,115. 

Bottle  in  trefoil  device ;  for  mineral  and  ai'rated  waters.  By 
Duckworth  &  Co.,  Chester  Road,  Manchester.  234,539. 

"  Long  Bob  "  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.  By  G.  W.  J. 
Allen,  93  Lennox  Street,  Birmingham.  235,562. 

Signature  of  applicant;  for  toilet  articles  and  perfumed  soap. 
By  C.  R.  Toyne,  5  Fai-Iow  Terrace,  Putney,  S.W.  235,138. 

"Clenola";  for  toilet- preparations.  By  G.  Storton,  106  Wel- 
lingborough Road,  Northampton.  235,310. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Fundamentals. 

SiH, — I  observe  that  Mr.  R.  L.  GifTord  is  not  pleased  at 
my  levity  over  what  are  called  the  fundamentals.  I  have 
always  looked  on  Mr.  Gillord  as  one  of  our  most  powerful 
reformers,  and  I  admire  him  accordingly,  but  it  is  in  the 
nature  of  reformers  that  they  should  concentrate  their  gaze 
on  one  point  only,  and  they  only  end  in  being  genuine 
reformers  if  that  point  chances  to  be  the  correct  one. 
Mr.  GifEord  sees  matters  exactly  as  I  saw  them  eight  yea^s 
ago,  and  his  view  is  quite  correct,  only  he  must  see  past  his 
present  focal  point  before  he  can  serve  pharmacy  well.  He 
must  not  only  see  the  principles  involved  in  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  and  the  great  injustice  done  to  pharmacy  in  departiog 
from  them,  but  he  must  see  that  these  principles  are  gone 
for  ever  in  tiiis  country,  and  that  he  may  as  well  cry  for  the 
moon  as  cry  for  them.  This  injustice  has  been  put  on 
pharmacy  partly,  in  my  opinion,  as  the  result  of  long  inaction 
at  Bloomsbury  Square,  and  partly  as  a  result  of  popular 
prejudice,  and  even  Mr.  Gifford  himself  does  not  fee  ihe 
injustice  more  clearly  than  I  see  it.  I  am  quite  familiar 
with  the  various  legislative  steps  connected  with  pharmacy, 
but  I  don't  see  any  sense  in  submitting  them  to  mathematical, 
grammatical,  and  microscopical  examination  now.  The  laws 
of  this  country  are  theoretically  built  up  by  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament,  but  in  practic  a  third  agency  is  added — the 
Judges  throughout  the  country.  I  have  held  from  the 
beginning  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  has  been  grossly  mis- 
administered  in  our  law  courts,  and  to-day  it  is  quite  buried 
in  precedents  and  absurd  decisions,  each  of  which  is  as  much 
a  part  of  the  Act  as  any  clause  in  it,  and  most  of  which 
contradict  each  other.  Most  chemists  now  see  there  is  no 
hope  of  getting  this  Act,  or  even  its  foundation  stones, 
exhumed  from  this  mighty  mass  of  rubbish,  and  Mr.  GifEord 
will  serve  pharmacy  belter  if  he  sees  this  too.  A  series  of 
small  earthquakes  has  succeeded  in  tumbling  the  top  stones 
where  the  foundations  ought  to  be,  the  attics  are  in  the 
cellar,  the  bathroom  in  the  dining-room,  and  the  pantry 
in  the  coalhole.  What  can  any  man  do  with  "  funda- 
mentals "  like  these.  In  short  the  past  history  of  pharmacy 
is  not  much  use  to  us  at  present.  Nearly  every  principle  in 
the  1868  act  has  been  flouted  in  our  law  courts,  and  trampled 
under  fo3t  by  the  people,  and  it  might  have  been  easier  to 
set  things  right  now  if  we  had  been  without  a  history  and 
"fundamentals  "  altogether.  We  are  rather  hampered  than 
helped  by  the  present  battered  Pharmacy  Act. 

We  are  now  working  for  a  new  principle.  We  have 
practically  resilved  to  bring  pharmacy  under  the  direct 
cootrol  of  qualified  men,  no  matter  what  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  is  practised  may  be,  and  in  the  meantime  we 
consider  it  judicious  not  to  say  too  much  about  thopowner- 
ship.  Neither  in  Parliament  or  out  of  it  is  there  any  sympathy 
with  ch  mists  in  regard  to  the  limited  liability  principle  as 
applied  to  pharmacy,  but  when  qualified  men  demand  that 
they  be  allowed  to  control  pharmacy,  no  thinking  man  can 
dispute  the  reasonableness  of  the  claim.  The  Bill  before  the 
country  just  now  is  a  first  step  in  the  direction  of  making 
the  qualified  man  paramount  in  his  own  profession,  but 
nobody  supposes  that  it  is  the  last.  There  is  practically  no 
finality  in  law,  and  we  will  not  long  rest  contented  with 
this  somewhat  limited  reforming  Bill.  I  am  of  opinion, 
however,  that  if  we  can  make  1  he  qualified  man  paramount 
(and  I  think  we  can),  there  will  not  be  room  in  pharmacy 
for  the  kind  of  pirates  who  have  been  so  active  on  our  seas 
in  the  past. 

I  am  really  anxious  that  Mr.  Gifford  and  the  Blackburn 
brigade  would  see  the  matter  from  this  point  of  view. 


Nobody  is  more  sensible  of  Mr.  GiSord's  value  to  pharmacy 
than  I  am,  but  I  cannot  see  how  he  is  to  help  us  if  he 
maintains  his  present  uncompromising  attitude.  Backed  by 
the  Blackburn  brigade,  he  may  even  put  back  the  fingers  of 
the  pharmaceutical  clock  for  some  years. 

Damfiies,  February  25.  James  Rbid. 

The  B  P.  as  a  Standard. 

Sir, — I  regret  to  notice  that  my  reference  to  Professor 
Attfield's  position  with  regard  to  the  B.P.  as  a  standard  seems 
to  misinterpret  his  views,  as  he  has  already  stated  in  your 
columns  that  he  does  regard  the  B.P.  as  a  standard  for  the 
preparation  of  medicines,  but  not  as  a  standard  for  commer- 
cial articles  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Mr.  Gadd  also  points  out  to  me  that  in  the  new  or  fifth 
edition  of  his  work  the  standard  for  compound  tincture  of 
benzoin  is  raised  to  18  per  cent ,  and  "  percentage  "  is  defined 
as  mixing  parts  by  weight  in  100  pirts  per  volume. 

Yours  truly, 

Dublin,  February  26.  J.  C.  McWaltek. 

Sir, — If  Dr.  McWalter  will  consult  the  latest  edition  of 
my  B.P.  Synopsis,  he  will  find  that  the  erroneous  state- 
ment which  he  quotes  from  the  fourth  edition  has  been 
corrected.  The  total  solids  which  should  be  found  in  com- 
pound tincture  of  benzoin  are  now  given  as  18  per  c?nt.  ; 
and  it  is  stated  in  the  preface  that  "the  sign  '%'  signifies 
parts  in  ICO  fluid  parts."  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  further 
defend  this  standard,  as  the  whole  question  has  been  ably 
reviewed  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson  in  a  paper  read  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  reported  in  the  C.  4'  O.,  February  23.  I  must 
acknowledge  that  the  linseed-oil  test  is  not  an  "  oft-laid 
ghost";  but  it  has  been  effectually  discredited  by  Prof. 
Tichborne,  and  his  experiments  have  been  confirmed  by 
Gunn  {P.  J.,  December  1,  1900 ,\  Moreover,  it  is  hardly 
likely  that  any  analyst  would  be  pedantic  enough  to  con- 
demn a  sample  on  its  solubility  alone,  and  by  joining  the 
Chemists'  Defence  Association  expert  assistance  can  be 
obtained  in  such  cases  for  a  comparatively  small  sum.  It  is 
not  necessary  that  the  public  should  have  4  oz  of  "  chloride 
of  lime  "  for  a  penny,  but  it  is  essential  that  everything  a 
chemist  supplies,  whether  a  drug  or  a  disinfectant,  be  potent. 
Uniformity  of  products  can  only  be  obtained  by  uniformity 
of  standards,  and,  in  default  of  better  ones,  those  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  are  most  generally  applicable. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Exeter,  February  27.  H.  Wippell  Gadd. 

Poison  Agency. 

Sir, — After  reading  your  report  on  the  proceedings  in 
Court,  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  White,  before  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  and  other  Lords  Justices,  it  is  apparent  that  it 
is  not  necessary  to  become  a  qualified  chemist  in  order  to 
distribute  preparations  of  arsenic  to  the  public.  It  will  be 
possible  in  future  for  any  unqualified  person,  not  only  to 
receive  an  order  for  this  deadly  poison,  but  also  to  take  pay- 
ment for  the  fame,  providing  it  is  supplied  by  someone  else. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  whether,  in  this  case,  the 
chemical  companies  are  retail  sellers  and  qualified  by 
examination  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  Perhaps  some 
of  your  readers  will  recollect  a  case  a  year  or  two  since, 
wherein  a  chemist  sent  an  errand  boy  with,  I  think,  Id.  worth 
of  white  prec'pitate,  the  boy  receiving  payment  for  it  and 
thereby  causing  a  breach  of  the  Act  for  which  the  poor 
qualified  man  had  to  pay.  [This  cannot  be  right  — Editor.] 
But  he  was  only  a  qualified  chemist,  and  therefore  deserved 
to  be  penalised  ;  had  he  been  unqualified,  perhaps  he  would 
have  escaped,  on  the  plea  of  ignorance  of  the  law.  Anyhow, 
it  is  not  a  bright  prospect  for  the  future  chemist  to  face — 
viz ,  one  of  two  alternatives — a  paid  hireling  under  an 
unqualified  drug-company  promoter,  or  a  small  pittance 
derived  from  a  business,  which  he  has  passed  stringent 
examinations  to  fit  himself  for,  only  to  see  any  unqualified 
person  doing  the  same,  or  nine-tenths  of  it. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Derby.  ALEXANDER  HayneS. 

An  M.P.S.  on  "Square"  Government, 
Sir, — Those  who  take  an  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  have  been  observing  the  manner 
in  which  its  business  has  been  managed  at  "headquarters" 
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must  regret  such  proceedings  as  have  been  exhibited  in  (he 
Law  Courts  in  Scotland  of  late.  The  Journal  of  February  9 
presents  an  amusing  attempt  to  whitewash  all  concerned, 
and  seemingly  the  editor  has  had  to  don  an  overall  and  do 
his  best  on  "  the  square."  The  remarks  under  "  Annota- 
tions," require  a  careful  analysis,  in  order  to  understand 
them.  Take  the  words,  "No  appeal  will  be  entered."  Why 
so  ?  Has  the  Society  not  a  good  cause  ?  Has  it  no  name 
and  credit  to  defend,  or  dare  it  not  go  another  step  further 
on  "  the  square  "  policy  ?  The  masterpiece  of  the  defence, 
however,  rests  in  the  attempt  made  to  secure  credit  for  the 
Council  in  the  terms  of  the  Judge's  decision — "  as  serving  to 
endorse  the  wisdom  of  the  Council's  action."  I  wonder  if 
the  writer  of  these  words  did  so  to  dictation,  or  whether  he 
knew  really  what  he  was  writing  about.  The  Cjuncil's 
wisdom  might  have  been  seen  had  it  not  been  necessary  to 
bring  such  a  case  into  court.  "  The  Council "  of  our 
Society  arc  supposed  to  have  been  consulted  before  this  was 
done,  but  it  might  not  surprise  some  to  know  that  as  such 
they  were  not  consulted  [  I  Editor].  I  fear  it  savours  too 
much  of  the  conduct  of  "  the  man  in  office,"  who  appears  to 
suppose  that  he  is  the  Council  and  acts  accordingly.  Lord 
Stormonth-Darling's  decision  conforms  to  a  reasonable 
reading  of  the  English  language,  save  at  "  the  Square," 
where  this  incapacity,  we  are  informed,  has  existed  "  during 
a  long  course  of  years."  Alas !  for  such  a  confession. 
When  we  consider  the  number  of  young  men  this  may  have 
cruelly  treated,  can  it  be  possible  that  such  a  state  of 
things  is  what  we  have  to  pay  so  much  for  \  We  are 
further  told  "  that  the  question  of  the  actual  fee  is  a  mere 
matter  of  detail,  and  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Privy  Council 
the  proposed  fee  of  one  guinea  should  be  too  high  a  more 
nominal  fee  would  doubtless  be  agreed  upon  in  due  course." 
Pray  what  has  the  Privy  Council  to  do  with  the  regulation 
of  fees  ?  Nothing.  Nor  will  they  have  to  do  with  them. 
They  may  reject  a  proposed  by-law  with  such  a  clause  in  it. 
The  President,  "poor  man,"  made  the  best  of  a  bad  job  after 
all.  I  fear  that  the  Council  had  really  not  much  to  do  in 
the  case  save  to  say  Amen.  And  the  Secretary  was  let  down 
gently  after  his  miserable  failure  in  another  of  his  repeated 
attempts  to  bite  "the  thistle  of  the  north."  Things  might 
be  better  managed  were  more  inquiry  made  and  less  taken 
for  granted.  The  Lord  Advocate  has  been  used  as  a  shelter 
in  a  way  rather  surprising,  a  portion  of  his  opinion  is  made 
use  of  for  this  purpose,  and  that  too  without  the  memorial 
on  which  such  opinion  was  founded.  Who  drew  up  this 
memorial,  I  wonder  ?  If  it  was  done  in  London,  who  was 
the  man  capable  to  do  so  at  "  the  Square  ?  "  It  is  reported 
that  the  members  of  the  Council  did  not  as  such  see 
it,  or  even  know  what  it  was  till  used  in  court.  The  real 
question  in  the  case,  and  that  on  which  the  decision 
was  given,  and  indeed  the  decision  itself,  could  have 
been  no  other  than  what  it  was,  because  it  was  both  just 
and  reasonable,  and  I  am  proud  to  know  that  what  must 
now  become  the  practice  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
has  been  that  of  all  the  medical  colleges  in  our  land. 
That  spirit  of  "  grab  money  "  out  of  the  young  men  willing 
to  enter  our  ranks  has  too  long  been  an  infatuation  at 
"the  Square."  The  pity  is  that  such  a  spirit  has  been 
permitted  so  long.  Yet,  it  prompts  the  question,  no  doubt 
started  in  many  minds.  How  long  shall  the  Society  be  with- 
out a  Council  whose  resolute  will  and  numerical  voice 
shall  be  equal  to  the  occasion  and  make  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  exist  for  the  benefit  of  its  members  ? 

I  am,  &c., 

Edinburgh,  February  20.  James  Mackenzie. 

Trade-Marks  Protsetion. 

Sir, — In  view  of  recent  unexpected  decisions  respecting 
trade-marks,  would  it  not  be  well  for  proprietors  to  awaken 
to  Ihe  necessity  for  a  combined  endeavour  to  so  rearrange 
matters  that  their  present  precarious  rights  may  be  made 
absolutely  safe  ?  Considering  the  large  interests  at  stake, 
the  only  wonder  is  that  no  such  attempt  has  been  already 
made.  With  the  Comptroller  rests  the  power  to  register, 
alter,  or  refuse,  and  applicants  soon  find  out  that  he  is  the 
law.  Surely  all  must  allow  that  it  is  only  fair  and  right  that, 
having  accepted  your  mark  and  made  his .  charge,  your 
holding  should  be  secure.  Will  some  influential  proprietor 
set  the  ball  rolling  ?  Yours  truly, 

Hull.  (88/35.) 


The  Ethics  of  Enclosures. 

Sir, — A  certain  firm,  whose  name  I  ablate,  is  now  enclosing 
one  of  the  following  circulars  with  every  invoice  they  send 
to  their  customers.  Daring  the  past  week  I  have  received  at 
least  three  separate  ones  in  this  manner. 

Without  entering  into  the  question  of  the  ethics  of  the  use 
and  sale  of  contraceptives,  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that 
such  leaflets  are  scarcely  proper  mental  pabulum  virginihux 
piicrUque,  and  hence  hardly  fitting  to  be  flying  about  a 
pharmacy  where  young  apprentices  are  employed,  especially 
when  these  happen  to  be  of  both  sexes,  as  in  mine. 
Yours  truly, 

February  18.  Indecent  Advertisements  Act. 

[The  enclosure  which  our  correspondent  sends  refers  to 
Maltliuaian  specialities.  This  is  entirely  a  question  of  good  taste, 
for  there  is  no  law  to  stop  the  circulation  ot  such  enclosures.  Wu 
agree  with  our  correspondent  that  such  literature  should  not  be 
sent  openly,  or  in  the  manner  indicated  by  him. — Ed.] 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists* 
Diary,"  igoo,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


75/35.  BI.  P.  S.  (Thirsk). — Essence  of  ginger  was  a 
synonym  for  the  strong  tincture  of  ginger  of  the  1885 
Pharmacopceia,  which  is  no  longer  authoritative,  having 
been  superseded  by  the  present  edition.  If  any  proceedings 
were  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  respect 
to  the  sale  of  essence  of  ginger,  prosecutors  would  be 
required  to  prove  a  standard  for  judging  it  by. 

71/31.  Belayed. — The  particulars  which  you  give  of  the 
carriage  matter  are  too  meagre  on  which  to  bas3  a  legal 
opinion  worth  publishing. 

75'59.  Reghtratton.—'Vac  trade-mark  for  the  preparation 
for  removing  enamel  from  metal  articles  should  certainly 
be  registered  in  Class  1,  and  probably  also  in  Class  2,  which 
includes  chemicals  for  sanitary  purposes.  It  is  in  matters 
of  this  kind  that  you  may  with  advantage  consult  a  trade- 
marks agency. 

24/20.  C.  P. — In  any  action  which  you  might  take  your 
concealment  of  the  fact  that  you  are  a  married  man  would 
be  a  serious  thing  for  you,  and  in  the  circumstances  it  would 
be  better  for  you  and  the  gentleman  who  engaged  you  to 
come  to  some  friendly  arrangement.  Technically,  you  are 
entitled  to  a  month's  notice. 

63/18.  Laudanum  Mctli. — It  is  illegal  to  make  tincture 
of  opium  with  methylated  spirit  unless  you  have  the  express 
authority  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  that  effect. 

87/22.  Acetuvi. — A  mixture  of  pure  acetic  acid  and  water 
coloured  with  burnt  sugar  is  not  pure  distilled  vinegar, 
and  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  such  a  preparation  under 
that  name  would  not  be  legalised  by  a  vinegar-makers' 
licence.  (See  The  Chemists"  and  Druggists  Diary,  1901, 
page  516). 

79/3.  Lex. — Money-order  offices  do  not  sell  indenture- 
forms  for  apprenticeship.  These  you  can  obtain  from  a 
law  stationer.  Money-order  offices  receive  such  indentures 
for  stamping  after  they  have  been  duly  executed. 

79/63.  Strycleiiitie. — The  question  as  to  who  is  the  pur- 
chaser under  the  Pharmacy  Act  has  never  arisen,  nor  is 
it  necessary  to  be  considered  in  the  case  that  you  mention 
— namely,  when  a  servant  calls  on  behalf  of  a  customer  to 
purchase  a  poison  for  his  or  her  employer.  The  language  of 
Section  17  of  the  Act  indicates  that  the  person  to  whom 
the  poison  is  delivered  is  the  purchaser,  and  that  person 
must  sign  the  poison-book. 

87/40.  L.  Z.— The  use  of  salicylic  acid  for  pickling  is  not 
illegal,  provided  the  quantity  added  is  not  injurious  to 
health. 

80,2.  J.  P.  P. — We  have  answered  a  similar  question  on 
seveial  occasions  this  year,  last  time  in  C.  ^'  D.,  February  16, 
page  295  (62/67). 
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Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


61/30.  Cera  Flava. — We  advise  you  to  conduct  a  few 
experiments  to  obtain  a  dressing  for  box-calf  boots,  as  you 
do  not  find  formulas  we  have  given  answer  your  expec- 
tations. 

51/23.    FiViV^/i'.— Fever-powder  for  horses  : — 

Antim.  oxid  gr.  xxv, 

Potass,  clilor.    .5is8. 

Pulv.  kaolin,  alb  Siiss. 

M. 

Give  one  powder  every  second  night  in  a  warm  mash  or  in  a 
ball,  with  honey,  keeping  the  horse  warm.  A  physic-ball  after 
v.ill  do  good. 

58/3.    Qnando. — Purniture-paste  as  your  sample  : — 

Ceresine    lb.  iij. 

Spirit  of  turpentine   Oiv. 

Eesin   5vj. 

Vermilion     ...       ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Essence  of  mirbane ...       ...       ...  S']. 

M.e.A.. 

43/56.    Nito. — Nit-killer  as  specimen: — 

Yellow  wax   Six. 

Lard  

Oil  of  stavesacre     ...       ...       ...  Svj. 

Melt,  and  to  the  mixture  add  — 

Brown  umber    ...  5ij. 

Oil  of  lemon  ...       ...       ...       ...  3j. 

Oil  of  bergamot    .'ij. 

Oil  of  verbena    iilv. 

Pour  into  boxes  before  it  sets. 


41/67.  J.  B. — Antiseptic  Cream, 
sents  your  sample: — 

Ac.  borici 
Zinci  oleatis  ... 

Lanolini   

Vaselin.  alb.  ...  ... 

Ol.  ros.  ger  

M.  bene. 


-The  following  repre- 

...  5s3. 

...  5ss. 

...  3.1- 

...  5j. 

...  inx. 


59/1.  H.  J.  .1.— (1)  Sterilising  Milk— The  process  by 
■which  the  St.  Helens  Corporation  sterilise  humanised  milk 
was  described  in  the  C.  4'  !>■■,  August  25,  1900,  page  353 
(2)  Humanised  Milk. — Frankland's  process  published  in 
1877  was  as  follows  : — Add  to  J  pint  of  new  milk  the  cream 
removed  from  another  \  pint,  after  standing  twelve  hours. 
Curdle  the  \  pint  of  skimmed  milk  by  placing  in  it  a  square 
inch  of  rennet  for  five  to  fifteen  minutes.  Separate  the 
whey,  heat  to  boiling,  remove  the  separated  casein,  and 
dissolve  in  the  hot  whey  110  gr.  of  sugar  of  milk,  finally 
mixing  with  the  cream-enriched  portion.  Mr.  Clague,  of 
Newcastle,  subsequently  simplified  and  improved  the  formula 
as  follows : — 


XTra^c  IReport 


New  milk 
Cream ... 
Milk  sugar 
Water ... 


30  oz. 

1|  oz. 

li  oz. 
18  oz. 


Dissolve. 

Fill  into  bottles  and  sterilise  by  placing  iu  cold  water,  bringing 
the  water  to  boil,  abowing  it  to  boil  for  half  an  hour,  corking,  and 
then  boiling  for  another  half-hour. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  ut  the  subjoined  Inqairias  will 
b*  esteemed. 


88/40.    The  address  of  Lozone  (2  L'Ozone)  Company. 

87/74.  Makers  of  machines  for  making  spirit  varnishes 
in  about  40-60-gal.  lots. 

89/62.  What  is  "  Kosinette  "  ?  used  in  making  common 
varnishes. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  February  28. 

QUININE  is  again  the  feature  of  the  week,  and  a  con- 
siderable business  has  been  done,  principally  in  second- 
hands,  at  rising  prices.  On  Wednesday  the  Gerrran  makers 
advanced  their  quotation  to  l*.  Zd ,  but  they  have  since  sold 
at  this  figure  and  refuse  to  go  on.  The  advance  last  week 
in  citric  acid  is  well  maintained,  and  the  tendency  is  still 
upwards  owing  to  the  higher  prices  asked  for  juice.  Pressed 
camphor  has  been  sold  at  full  prices  by  the  monopoly  this 
week.  The  following  table  shows  the  principal  changes  of 
the  week,  including  those  occurring  at  the  drug-auctions  : — 


Higher 


Firmer 


Easier 


Acid,  citric 
Acid,  tartaric 
Asafetida 
Benzoin 
Buchu 
Cannabis 
indica 
Canella  alba 
Dragon's-blood 
Ipecac. 
Oil,  lemon 
Quinine 


Cascai'illa 
Oil,  anise,  star 


(Lower 


Acid,  carbolic  Cinnamon 
Cream  of  tartar  Pot.  permaug 
Tragacanth 
(Pers.) 


Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs  and  chemicals  have  arrived  at  the  principal 
ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  February  21  to  February  28 
(both  inclusive) : — Acetic  acid,  200  packages,  28  tons;  aloes 
(@  Aden\5  ;  aunatto-seed,  7  ;  antimony  @  Salonica),  492,  (@  Ham- 
bro),  192  ;  argol  (@  Naples),  51 ;  arsenic  (  w  Melbourne),  60  ;  bleach- 
ing powder  (ig)  Antwerp),  486,  (@  Hamburg),  50  ;  boric  acid  (Ital), 
96  ;  bromine,  247  cases  ;  buchu,  4  ;  camphor  (@  Kobe),  141  tubs  ; 
cardamoms,  92 ;  caraway-seed,  110  ;  cascara  sagrada,  18?  ;  castor  oil 
(Ital. I,  35;  chamomiles,  14;  cinchona  (E.I.),  354  bales,  1  case, 
(@  Botterdam),  50,  (@  Amsterdam),  264,  (@  Paita),  28,  (@  Ceylon), 
69 ;  cochineal,  22 ;  cod-liver  oil  (@  Rotterdam),  50  cases ;  (@ 
Norway),  281 ;  colocynth,  4,  cumin-sted  (Mog.),  25  ;  dragon's- 
blood,  4  ;  drugs  (@  Antwerp),  10  eases,  (@  Fjume',  89  packages, 
(@  Trieste),  8  packages  ;  essential  oils  (Sicilian),  70  ;  fennel-seed, 
65;  galls  (China),  200,  (i®  Busreh),  90,  (@  Blarseilles),  83  sacks; 
gentian,  i03 ;  ginger  (@  Hong-Kongi,  200;  gum  arabic  (@ 
Alexandria),  28,  (®  Aden),  128,  (@  Suez),  22  ;  honey  {&  N.Y.),  10 ; 
iodine,  36;  kino  (@  Cochin',  18,  (@  Calicut),  10;  lime-juice 
(@  Halifax,  N.S.),  59;  liquorice- juice  (@  Palermo),  13  boxes, 
60  cases,  (@  Bari),  31  cases;  (@  Batoum',  517;  liquorice-root 
(@  Patras),  40  bales,  (@  Trebizond),  10  ;  musk  (@  Colombo),  1 ; 
mustard  oil  (E.I. ),  50 ;  opium  (@  Calcutta),  72,  (@  Salonica),  2, 
(@  Antwerp),  38;  pepper  (@  Cochin),  360;  peppermint  oil  ((© 
N.Y.),  17  cases,  ((«)  Bremen),  25  cases);  quillaia,  54;  sarsaparilla 
(@  N.Y.),  4  bales;  senna  (Alex.),  l5 ;  scammony  root  (@  Mar- 
seilles), 14 :  shellac,  957;  button  lac,  279 ;  sulphur  (@  Catania), 
72  barrels,  502  bags ;  tartaric  acid  (@  Bari),  112  casks,  (@  Rotter- 
dam), 20  kegs ;  turmeric  (E.I.),  15  vanilla  (@  Algoa  Bay',  20 ; 
wax,  bees',  (E.I.),  102)  (Ital.)  7. 

An  East  Indian  Jubilee. 

Fe'jruary  1  was  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  establishment 
of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Volkart  Brothers,  the  well-known  East 
India  merchants.  This  firm  was  established  simultaneously  in 
Winterthur  (Switzerland)  and  in  Bombay  by  the  two  brothers 
Salomon  and  J.  G.  Volkart.  The  younger  brother,  J.  G.  Volkart, 
took  charge  of  the  Bombay  branch,  but  succumbed  to  the  climate 
in  1861,  on  the  eve  of  his  intended  departure  to  Europe.  Mr. 
Salomon  Volkart  from  the  beginning  directed  the  business  in 
Winterthur,  and  stood  at  the  head  of  the  firm  for  many  years.  He 
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(lied  in  1893.  Othor  brauclxes  of  Messrs.  Volkart  Brothers  were 
opened  in  the  following  order:— 1857,  Colombo;  1859,  Cochin; 
1861,  Karachi ;  1868,  London  ;  1876,  Tellicherry ;  1877,  Tuticorin  : 
1887,  Galle;  1888,  Madras;  and  1900,  Shanghii.  The  official 
celebration  in  Colombo  has  been  postponed  on  account  of  the 
public  mourning. 

Hydrocotyle  Herb. 

At  to-day's  auctions  throe  pressed  bales  of  this  Indian  herb 
from  Bombay  were  offered,  but  no  bid  was  made  for  them.  The 
value  is  about  6(7.  per  lb.  Martindale  says  this  umbelliferous 
herb  is  used  in  India  for  specific  sltin- diseases,  as  an  alterative 
and  diuretic,  and  contains  15  per  cent,  of  a  volatile  oil  called 
vellarine.  The  U.S.  Disper.satory  says  it  has  long  been  used  in 
India  and  South  Africa  as  an  alterative  to  jiurify  the  blood. 
M.  Jules  Lepine  discovered  in  it  a  peculiar  oleaginous  substance, 
which  he  calls  vellarine,  and  in  which  he  supposes  the  active 
properties  to  reside.  It  has  a  strong  odour,  recalling  that  of  the 
plant,  and  a  bitter,  pungent,  and  persistent  taste. 

Phosphate=o=fLime  Imports. 

A  statement  of  the  registered  quantities  of  phosphate  of  lime 
and  rock  phosphate  imported  into  each  port  of  the  U.K.,  showing 
the  country  of  shipment,  during  the  month  of  January,  1899, 1900, 
and  1901,  has  been  issued  from  the  statistical  office  of  the  Custom 
House.  The  imports  were  33,861  tons,  35,539  tons,  and  34,929 
tons  respectively. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These  prices  are  for  market  centres  other  than  London.'] 

There  is  little  of  change  or  of  special  importance  to  be  reported 
regarding  the  general  condition  of  the  heavy-chemical  market. 
Business,  generally  speaking,  at  all  the  principal  centres  is  on 
the  quiet  side,  with  values  for  the  most  part  steadily  maintained. 

Alk.vli  PiionucE. — All  main  products  remain  practically  as 
lately  reported.  Bleaching-powder  and  ammonia  alkali  are  in 
good  demand,  and  keep  very  firm.  Caustic  soda  is  scarcely  moving 
so  briskly,  but  makers  keep  very  firm  in  their  quotations.  Soda- 
crystals  in  fair  demand,  and  saltoake  maintains  a  steady  position. 
Yellow  prussiates  dull  and  price  keeps  very  low.  Chlorates  of 
potash  and  soda  in  better  request,  and  have  firmer  tendency. 

BIaonesiu.m  Salts  in  continued  steady  demand  at  late  rates. 
Sulphate,  65s.  to  67s.  6d.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  in  bags;  chloride 
of  magnesium,  57s.  6il.  to  6Cs.  net  per  ton;  carbonate  of  magnesia, 
39s.  to  41s.  per  cwt.  ;  calcined  magnesia,  10(/.  to  Is.  per  lb. 

Zinc  Salts  are  moving  well  at  late  rates.  Sulphate  crystals, 
67.  17s.  6d.  to  77.  2s.  6d.  per  ton  ;  chloride  of  zinc,  pure  cake,  lid. 
to  Is.  1(7.  per  lb.;  chloride-of-zinc  solution,  6/.  15s.  to  11.  per  ton  for 
100°  Tw. 

Saltpetre  utchangcd  and  steady.  British  refined,  barrels 
21s.  per  cwt ,  and  kegs  22s.  per  cwt.  ;  German,  barrels  19s.  6(/., 
Icegs  20s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Alumina  Products. — General  consumptive  demand  keeps  up 
well,  and  prices  are  steadily  maintained  without  change  at  late 
rates.  Crystal  alum  particularly  is  very  firm,  loose  lump  5/.  to 
57.  2s.  6(7.  per  ton,  lump  in  tierces  5^  Ss.  to  5/.  7s.  6d.,  and  ground 
in  bags  5/.  12s.  6rf.  to  57.  17s.  6(7.  per  ton.  Sulphate  of  alumina, 
pure  white,  best  makes,  85s.  to  9?s.  6(7.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  in 
casks  with  usual  allowances  for  bags  or  loose  slabs.  Sewage  alum, 
47s.  6(?.  to  52s.  6f?.  per  ton.  Alumino- ferric,  55s.  to  60s.  per  ton. 
Aluminous  cake,  55s.  to  57s.  6(7.  per  ton.  Bauxite,  60  per 
alumina,  17s.  &d.  to  18  per  ton,  f  o.b.  Hydrate  of  alumina,  highest 
percentage  and  purest  quality,  117.  10s.  to  12/.  per  ton,  in  large 
casks.  Hydrate  of  alumina  purest  dried  pulp,  37s.  6d.  to  38s.  6(7. 
per  cwt.  Carbonate  of  alumina,  35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt,  Alumi- 
nate  of  soda,  high  strength  A1,0,-,  37s.  6d.  to  40s.  per  cwt.,  accord- 
ing to  quantity  and  package.  Chloride-of-alumina  solution,  13s. 
to  15s.  per  cwt.,  in  barrels,  free  on  rails. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

liiverpool,  Fchruar]/  27. 
Castor  Oil. — The  advance  in  good  seconds  Calcutta  is  fully 
maintained,  and  sales  of  25-case  lots  have  been  made  at  4<7.  per  lb., 
but  holders  show  very  little  disposition  to  part  with  their  stocks 
even  at  this  figure.  First- pressure  French  has  been  selling  at 
Zjjd.  to  4ci.,  but  an  arrival  having  just  taken  place  this  grade  is 
now  procurable  at  3^f7.  to  3^(7.,  according  to  position.  Second- 
pressure  French  has  realised  iz^d.,  and  to  arrive  shortly  is  pro- 
curable at  3^(7.  to  3g(7.  per  lb. 

Acacia  Sorts. — There  have  been  sales  of  soft  Soudan  sorls  — 
viz.,  49  Ecrons  at  60s.  per  cwt.,  and  30  bales,  part  of  a  further  lot, 
at  the  same  price  ;  13  packages  of  Brazilian  Arabic  have  changed 
hands  at  22s.  6(7.,  while  54  serons  hard  sorts  realised  50s.  per  cwt. 

Chilian  Honey. — Thirty  barrels  Pile  X.,  recently  arrived, 
found  buyers  at  35s.  per  cwt.,  and  about  20  barrels  Pile  X.,  some- 
what inferior,  were  also  sold  at  32s.  6(7.  Pile  I.  remains  firm  at 
28s.  to  29s. ;  Pile  II.,  25s.  6f7.  to  26s. :  and  Pile  III.,  24s.  per  cwt. 
The  available  stocks  are  very  limited.  Calitornian  is  moving  oS. 
slowly,  at  prices  ranging  from  i^.bs.  upwards,  according  to  quality. 


QuiLLAiA. — A  parcel  of  20  tons  was  offered  at  auction  from  the 
quay,  but  found  no  buyers.  Holders  show  little  disposition  to 
shade  current  (quotations. 

Canauy-seed. — Very  firmly  held,  at  34s.  to  34s.  6(7.  per  quarter, 
and  there  are  further  inquiries  pending. 

Turps. — Steady,  on  the  spot  29s.  3(7.  to  29s.  6(7,  per  cwt.  The 
volume  of  business  passing  is  not  large. 

Potashes. — Unchanged,  at  29s.  6(7.  to  30s.  per  cwt.,  while 
3?s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  is  asked  for  pearl  ashes. 

Beeswax. — Chilian  is  very  firmly  held  at  iirices  ranging  from 
77.  7s.  6(7.  to  77.  17s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  with  but  little  business  taking 
place  at  the  moment  at  these  figures. 

Ginger,  Aitucan. — Thirty  bags  of  old  crop  have  been  sold  at 
31s.  per  cwt.  To  arrive  the  new  crop  has  been  selling  freely  at 
stea(iily  advancing  rates,  28s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  being  the  last  figure 
paid. 

Grains  of  Paiudise  are  in  limited  supply,  and  holders  talk  of 
90s.  per  cwt. 

Copaiba. — At  auction  2  barrels  and  3  cases  Maranham  offered 
from  the  quay.  The  barrels  sold  with  considerable  competition  at 
2s.  0,^(7.,  and  the  case  lot  realised  Is.  8(7.  per  lb.,  being  of  inferior 
quality. 

Galls.— Sales  of  11  bags  dark-blue  Smyrna  have  been  made  at 
60s.  ijer  cwt. 

Wax,  Carxauka,  is  lower,  owing  to  increased  pressure  to  sell. 
A  fair  quantity  of  Ceara  and  Pernambuco  grey  has  changed 
hands  at  45s.  to  46s.  per  cwt.,  and  a  further  decline  is  probable. 
Yellow  is  also  cheaper,  but  no  business  is  reported. 

Qerman  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  February  26. 

Business  on  our  drug-market  is  very  quiet.  The  navigation 
into  the  interior  is  still  closed,  and  orders  are  scarce. 

Aloes  (Cajie)  continues  firm  at  56m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  unchanged  at  llfm.  per  kilo. 

Citric  Acid  is  firm  at  last  week's  quotation  of  295m.  to  300m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Conduhango-bark  is  finu  'r,  owing  to  the  united  action  oE 
several  large  firms,  who  have  bought  the  spot-stocks  here,  and 
now  ask  80m.  per  100  kilos.,  at  which  price  they  will  only  sell 
limited  quantities. 

Coca-leaves. — Bolivian  is  held  for  325ra.  per  100  kilos.,  and 
Huanaco  260m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cevai>illa-seed  is  firm  and  advancing.  To-day's  quotation  is 
85m.  per  100  ki!o3.,  with  a  prospect  of  higher  prices  owing  to 
speculation. 

Ergot  is  quiet.    Good  sound  Rassian  is  quoted  485m.  to  490m. 
per  100  kilos.,  and  Spanish  510m. 
Opium  is  firm  at  20gm.  per  kilo. 

Quinine  is  unchanged,  and  little  business  doing  ;  39m.  to  40m. 
per  kilo,  is  quoted. 

Agar-agar. — Business  has  been  done  at  400m.,  though  higher 
prices  are  (juoted  from  Japan,  but  owners  have  not  followed  this 
imiirovement. 

Star  anise  comes  unchanged  and  firm  from  China,  while  spot 
goods  are  to  be  had  at  135m.  to  130m. 

Anise,  Russian,  is  somewhat  firmer,  and  35m.  is  asked. 

Camphor  (refined)  in  bells  was  very  flat  during  the  end  of  last 
week,  but  the  position  has  now  somewhat  improved,  and  is  not 
obtainable  under  440m.  to  445m.  At  least,  there  are  no  offers  in 
the  market  at  lower  prices. 

CoD-LivER  Oil  is  unchanged  and  steady,  at  TOm.  per  barrel. 

Lycopodium  is  rather  a  shade  firmer-,  owing  to  orders  from 
America,  and  quoted  425m.  to  430m. 

Menthol  may  now  be  considered  as  cleared  off  so  far  as  spot 
goods  are  concerned,  and  also  to  arrive  nothing  has  been  offered. 
Some  few  cases  may  perhaps  be  had  in  second-hands  at  285ni. 

Ipecac,  is  decide(31y  firmer,  and  the  orders  have  reduced  stocks 
to  very  small  quantities,  for  which  14|m.  is  asked  for  Cartagena, 
and  paid.    A  small  lot  to  arrive  is  quoted  still  higher.! 

Senega  is  very  cheap,  being  offered  at  360m.  per  100  kilos. 

Colocvnth  is  in  fair  demand  at  280m.  per  100  kilos. 

Sugar  of  Milk  is  firmer  at  92^m.  per  100 kilos. 

Oils. — Cod-liver  is  quiet  at  68m.  to  TOm  per  barrel.  Castor  is 
slow  of  sale;  first  pressure  in  barrels  65m.  per  100  kilos.  Star- 
anise  is  firmer  at  13m.  per  kilo.  Japanese  peppermint  oil 
is  firm  at  8m.  per  kilo.,  and  HGH  5.65m.  per  lb.    Cassia  quiet. 

American  Drug:  Market. 

IW'JV  York,  February  19. 

The  drug-market  continues  fairly  active,  and  the  consuming- 
demand  is  good. 

AsAFETiDA. — Recent  arrivals  have  not  affected  the  market,  and 
quotations  remain  strong  at  27c.  to  40c.  per  lb.,  according  to  grade. 

Balsajis. — Central  American  copaiba  has  sold  freely  at  38c. 
'  and  supplies  are  now  generally  held  at  4Cc.    Para  is  also  higher 
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at  45c.  to  50c. ;  offerings  of  all  varieties  are  light.  Tolu  is  firmly 
held  at  32c.  to  31c    Peru  is  in  good  demand  at  $1.35  per  lb. 

BucHU-LEAVES  are  lower,  in  sympathy  with  the  London  market. 
Yellow  leaves  are  obtainable  at  17c.,  and  prime  green  at  22c. 

Cascabilla-bark. — Prime  quality  quills  are  scarce,  and  12c.  is 
asked  for  small  lots. 

Golden  Seal  (Hydrastis)  is  firmer,  and  dealers  ask  56c.  to  58c., 
according  to  quantity. 

Ipecac. — Rio  is  higher,  in  sympathy  with  conditions  abroad; 
.$2.70  to  |2.80  is  asked.  Cartagena  supplies  have  been  almost  all 
bought  up  at  $2,  and  $2.25  is  now  asked. 

Menthol. — Supplies  are  light,  and  not  obtainable  below  $1.50, 
with  some  holders  asking  $4.75  per  lb. 

Quinine  continues  in  fair  demand,  with  manufacturers'  quota- 
tions unchanged  at  28c.  to  30c.,  according  to  brand.  Second-hands 
offer  in  small  amounts  only  at  27|c.  for  German. 

Sassafras  Oil  is  obtainable  at  36c.  owing  to  lack  of  inquiry. 

Serpentaby  is  dull,  and  quotations  have  eased  to  33c. 

Cantharides. — A  recent  arrival  of  Chinese  has  sold  at  52ic. 
15er  lb.    Russian  is  steady  at  60c. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  firmer,  and  quoted  5^0.  to  7c.,  according  to 
age  and  quality. 

Coca-leaves. — Truxillo  are  in  light  supply,  and  sell  readily  at 
24c.  to  26c.    Huanoco  are  scarce  at  36c.  per  lb. 

Colocynth. — Trieste  apples  are  easy  at  35c.  per  lb.,  and 
Spanish  at  17c. 

CoNDURANGO  is  quiet  at  20c.  Supplies  and  demand  are  both 
light. 

Ergot. — Russian  is  quoted  57c.,  and  Spanish  58c.,  but  little 
business,  as  dealers  will  not  pay  these  prices. 

Gamboge.— Supplies  of  pipe  are  scarce,  and  quotations  are  firm 
at  41c.  to  42c.  per  lb. 

Jalap  is  jobbing  at  14c.,  but  the  market  is  weakening  owing  to 
the  near  arrival  of  new  crop. 

Sarsapabilla  is  firmer  owing  to  a  good  demand  ;  7c.  per  lb.,  and 
possibly  a  trifle  less,  will  buy  Mexican  in  quantity. 

Cablegrams. 

Bergen,  February  28,  11  a.m.  : — Owing  to  stormy  weather 
small  progress  has  baen  made  with  the  fishing  this  week. 
The  total  catch  of  cod  up  to  date  amounts  to  3,851,000, 
against  3,468,000  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 
This  is  estimated  to  yield  3,910  barrels  of  oil,  against  4,045 
barrels  last  year.  The  market  is  now  firmer,  and  the  lowest 
quotation  for  best  non-freezing  Lofoten  oil  is  now  656-.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.,  Bergen. 

*  *  * 

Hamburg,  February  28, 2  58  p.m.  : — The  following  articles 
are  all  firmer: — Refined  camphor  at  455m  per  100  kilos,  in 
second-hands,  citric  acid  a';  3D0ji  ,  and  condurango  at  85m. 
per  100  kilos. 

*  *         *  * 

New  York,  February  28,  3.15  p.m.  :— Business  here  is 
brisk.  Opium  is  a  dull  market  at  ^3.38  per  lb.  Quinine  is 
higher  at  30c.  per  oz.  Cascara  sagrada  is  easier  at  5c  per  lb. 
Ipecacuanha  is  rising  at  $2  75  for  Rio.  Balsam  tolu  is  easier 
at  30c.  per  cent.,  and  senega  is  weak  at  38j.  Curac;ao  a'oes 
are  firm  at  4c.  per  lb.,  and  so  is  asafetida  at  from  25c.  to  35c. 
per  lb. 


London  Markets. 

Acid,  Citric. — Last  Thursday,  English  crystals  were 
advanced  to  Is.  5^d.  per  lb  ,  and  this  figure  is  now  quoted 
in  second-hands  for  small  quantities.  Makers'  pric3  is 
nominally  Is.  6^d. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  also  dearer,  in  sympathy  with  citric, 
English  now  being  quoted  at  l.s.  O^d.  to  Is.  O^d.,  and  foreign 
at  l.v.  per  lb.  for  spot,  and  Is.  O^d.  for  forward  delivery. 

Arrowroot  slow  in  auction.  St.  Vincents  was  bought  in 
Zd.  per  lb.  for  good  fair,  and  at  3^d.  for  fine.  Good  Natal 
was  bought  in  at  Id.  per  lb. 

Belladonna. — A  Trieste  report  dated  February  15  states 
that  leaves  are  extremely  scarce  everywhere,  and  a  small 
lot  which  came  on  the  market  recently  promptly  sold 
at  50s.  per  cwt.,  c.  and  f.,  but  53s.  6d.  is  now  quoted.  Root 
has  been  in  good  request,  but  stocks  are  coming  in  very 
slowly  on  the  Trieste  market  owing  to  the  wintry  weather 
in  the  growing  districts  ;  36s.  per  cwt.,  c.  and  f .,  is  quoted. 

Camphor  — German  refined  has  been  in  better  demand, 
and  second-hand  holders  have  advanced  their  quotations. 
Makers  are  unchanged  at  2s.  Zd.  for  prompt,  and  2s.  Z^d. 
for  forward  delivery.    In  pressed  camphor  a  good  business 


has  been  done  by  the  monopoly  at  195s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 
Formoia  crude  is  quoted  178s.  Qd.,  c.i.f.  There  are  sellers  of 
Japanese  to  arrive  at  175.s'.,  c.i.f. 

Cinnamon. — The  usual  quarterly  sales  were  held  last 
Monday.  The  quantity  offered  being  large,  and  the  demand 
slow,  a  reductiDn  in  price  had  to  be  accepted  in  order  to  sell. 
About  half  was  sold,  at  \d.  to  Id.  per  lb.  decline  on  ordinary 
quantities  and  Id.  to  Zd.  per  lb.  on  fine.  The  prices  realised 
were  as  follows  : — I.  Ordinary  to  good,  lOJf^.  to  Is.  per  lb.  ; 
fine  to  superior.  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  6d.  II.  Ordinary  to  good,  9d. 
to  lOd.  ;  fine  to  superior.  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  5d.  III.  Ordinary  to 
good,  8|(^?.  to  9^d.  ;  fine  to  superior.  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  4<Z.  IV.  Ordi- 
nary to  good,  8^d.  to  9d. ;  superior,  9^d.  to  lid.  Chips  sold 
at  3d.  per  lb.  for  ordinary  dusty  and  3^d.  for  good  clean. 

Cocoa-butter. — The  auctions  to  be  held  in  Amsterdam 
on  March  12  will  consist  of  120  tons  Van  Honten's,  10  tons 
Helm,  8  tons  De  Jong,  and  5  tons  Mignon,  while  in  London 
on  March  5,  63  tons  Cadbury's  brand  will  be  offered. 

Colocynth.— A  report  from  Trieste,  dated  February  15, 
states  that  the  last  crop  has  given  a  very  small  yield.  In 
many  districts  the  plant  is  being  systematically  exterminated, 
as  it  does  great  damage  to  the  soil,  and  this  accounts  for 
the  steady  decrease  of  arrivals  during  the  last  few  years. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  slightly  easier  at  76s.  per  cwt.  for 
first  white  French  crystals,  and  78s.  for  powder  ;  foreign 
95-per-cent.  powder,  79s. ;  and  98-per-cent.,  81s. 

Ergot — -Sales  of  Russian  have  been  made  at  2s.  4fZ.  spot ; 
and  holders  of  Spanish  ask  2s.  6d. 

Galls. — Quiet.  For  Persian  blue  there  has  been  a  small 
demand  at  62s.  Qd.  to  65s.  spot ;  and  green  at  52s.  6d.  First- 
hand importers  are  very  firm  at  58s.  6d.  to  60s.,  ci.f.,  for 
blue ;  52.V.  6d.  to  55s.  for  green  ;  and  47s.  6d.  to  50s.  for 
white ;  but  in  second-hands  there  are  sellers  at  57s.  6d.,  c.i.f., 
for  blue :  and  44s.  for  white.  Sales  of  blue  Smyrna  galls 
have  been  made  at  60s.  spot. 

Gamboge. — Still  scarce.  Good  picked  Slam  pipe  is  firmly 
held  at  from  10/.  to  12/.  per  cwt.,  according  to  seller,  and 
unsorted  ditto  is  quoted  9/.  10s.  to  9/.  15s. 

Glycerin. — Refined  continues  very  quiet,  at  from  59s. 
per  cwt.  upwards  for  English  double-distilled,  sp.  gr.  1'260. 

GUAIACUM  is  very  scarce,  and  wanted  ;  Is.  5d.  per  lb. 
appears  to  have  been  the  last  price  paid  for  block. 

Gum  Arabic. — There  has  been  a  good  demand  for  so- 
called  Bushire  insoluble  sorts  at  23.?.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  pale 
selected  ;  20.i.  to  21s.  for  fine  bold  worked  sorts  ;  and  17.s'. 
to  17s.  9d.  for  good  ordinary  sorts. 

Iodides  are  unchanged,  but  the  market  is  very  unsettled, 
on  account  of  rumours  concerning  the  possibility  of  a  drop 
in  iodine  owing  to  the  "  outside  "  competition.  The  com- 
bined makers  do  not  appear  to  have  done  much  business  of 
late. 

Menthol  is  firm,  but  unchanged,  at  13s.  6d.  per  lb.  spot 
for  Kobayashi. 

Oil,  Anise,  Star.— Spot  stuff  is  firmer  at  5s.  6d.  per  lb., 
the  highest  price  paid  being  5s.  4J<^.  To  arrive  5s.  4|f/., 
c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Oil,  Bergamot,  firm  at  10s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Cassia,  is  firm,  but  unaltered,  although  higher  prices 
are  quoted  from  China.    Spot  is  3s.  to  3s.  6d. 

Oil,  Cod  Liver. — Quotations  for  finest  new  oil  for  March 
shipment  vary  from  62s.  6d.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  to  70s.,  according 
to  brand.  Business  is  said  to  have  been  done  for  a  fair 
quantity,  however,  at  slightly  below  the  inside  figure.  From 
Bergen,  under  date  of  February  23,  our  correspondent  writes 
that  the  catch  of  cod  is  increasing  rather  slowly,  mainly 
on  account  of  the  unfavourable  weather.  The  quality  of 
the  cod  is  still  excellent,  however,  and  as  soon  as  the 
weather  becomes  calmer  there  is  likely  to  be  an  improved 
result.  The  demand  for  the  new  oil  is  pretty  good  at  65.5. 
per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  for  best  non-freezing  Lofoten  oil. 
The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to  978J  barrels, 
against  589  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Oil,  Lemon,  is  again  dearer,  4s.  9^/.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  being 
quoted  in  one  quarter. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — American  HGH  is  reported  firmer. 
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but  there  are  still  sellers  at  5*-.  9d.,  spot ;  Wayne  County  is 
quoted  in  bulk  at  4s.  9d.  to  4s.  lOd.  per  lb. 

Opium. — A  retail  business  has  been  done  in  medium 
Persian  at  13s.  to  13s.  Qd.,  but  fine  is  neglected  at  from 
13s.  9d.  to  14s.  3d.  nominally.  Turkey  is  quiet  and  un- 
changed. 

Smyrna,  February  13. — Another  quiet  week  has  passed,  and  the 
market  is  unchanged.  The  sales  consist  o£  5  cases  only — viz., 
2  cases  Yerli,  at  10s.  5d.  to  10s.  'id. ;  2  cases  selected  Karahissar, 
at  9s.  lOd. ;  and  1  case  current  talequale,  at  9s.  6d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 
Holders  are  determined  to  maintain  prices  until  the  end  of  the 
sowings.  This,  however,  will  not  be  until  the  end  of  April,  at 
which  time  it  is  more  or  less  known  to  what  extent  the  outturn 
will  be.  Meanwhile,  prices  may  fluctuate  2d.  to  id.  per  lb.  up  or 
down,  according  to  the  demand  from  consumers  ;  but,  should 
there  be  a  repetition  of  frosty  weather  or  a  dry  spring,  the  market 
is  certain  to  advance.  The  arrivals  to  date  amount  to  3,680  cases, 
against  2,i6i  at  the  same  period  of  last  year. 

Constantinople,  February  22.— Speculators  and  American 
buyers  have,  during  the  past  week,  purchased  45  cases  "  Kara- 
hissars,"  at  9s.  2d.  per  lb. ;  9  cases  "  Balukisars,"  at  9s.  4fZ. ;  and 
5  cases  "  soft,"  at  10s.  Ad.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  The  sowings  are  pro- 
gressing favourably  in  some  districts,  while  from  others  there  are 
complaints  of  drought.  The  market  is  firmly  steady,  and  prices 
have  evidently  almost  touched  bottom— for  the  present  at  all  events. 

Potash  Prussiate. — Yellow  of  Beckton  make  is  quoted 
5^d.  per  lb.,  and  other  English  makes  at  6d. 

Quinine. — Dearer.  After  the  close  of  our  last  report  the 
second-hand  market  dropped  to  Is.  Id.  for  spot  and  Is.  l^d. 
for  May,  but  the  opening  of  the  week  saw  a  considerable 
improvement,  and  quotations  have  gradually  advanced  to 
Is.  3d\.,  spot  (paid),  and  Is.  3'^d.  to  Is.  ^d.  for  August.  Early 
in  the  week  some  of  the  German  makers  sold  at  Is.  2d.,  and 
later  at  Is.  Z^d ,  and  on  Wednesday  the  quotation  was 
officially  advanced  to  Is.  3d.  for  1,000-oz.  lots.  To-day  fac- 
tories have  sold  at  Is.  3d.,  and  refuse  to  go  on  at  this 
figure,  the  second  hand  market  closes  strong.  "  P  and  G  " 
brand  (French  make)  is  quoted  Is.  2kd.  At  the  auction  of 
quinine  in  Batavia  on  Wednesday,  3,500  kilos,  of  Ed.  II. 
were  offered,  of  which  3,400  kilos,  sold  at  an  average  of 
20^3.  per  kilo.,  against  an  average  of  1911.  paid  at  the  auction 
of  December  28. 

Seeds. — Kussian  Anise  is  worth  17s.  per  cwt.  Caranays 
are  offering  at  33s.  per  cwt.  for  Dutch,  at  29s.  for  Russian, 
and  at  26s.  for  Mogador.  Coriander  unchanged  with  a  fair 
business  passing.  Good  Russian  at  auction  were  bought  in. 
Canarij  firm,  especially  for  fine  qualities.  Cumin  is  selling 
at  32'(.  Qd.  to  34s.  per  cwt.  for  Morocco  which  is  scarce,  but 
Malta  is  more  plentiful  with  little  demand.  Fcnvgrech  very 
slow  at  6s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Senega. — With  reference  to  the  "  bear  ''  reports  stating 
that  there  is  a  stock  of  100,000  lbs.  in  some  of  the  Eastern 
cities  of  America,  it  is  pointed  out  that  that  stock  is  only 
about  halt  that  existing  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year. 

Spices. — There  has  been  more  demand  for  cloves  on 
speculative  account,  but  otherwise  business  has  continued 
dull.  At  auction  on  Wednesday  Cochin  Ginger  sold  at  31s. 
per  cwt.  for  dull  brown  rough  rather  scraggy,  and  at  40s. 
for  fine  bold  washed  rough,  new  crop  ;  the  cut  descriptions 
were  bought  in  at  70s.  per  cwt.  for  medium,  and  at  48s.  for 
good  small.  Hard  Bengal  character  was  bought  in  at  32s. 
per  cwt.  Jamaica  partly  sold  at  34s.  M.  to  39s.  for  common 
small,  and  at  40s.  Qd.  to  45s.  for  small  washed.  Penang 
Chivcs  sold  at  5^d.  to  5'§d.  per  lb.  for  dark,  picked.  Zanzibar 
have  been  in  request,  and  are  rather  dearer  ;  spot  have  been 
sold  at  4|(?  ,  and  June-August  delivery  at  42^?.  per  lb.  East 
India  Ca^/dcnins  were  bought  in  at  30s.  per  cwt.  for  dull 
shrivelled  cherries,  and  at  28s.  for  ordinary  on  stalk. 
Pimento  quiet,  and  all  bought  in  at  Z^d.  per  lb.,  except  a 
few  bags  of  common  which  sold  at  2^^d.  per  lb.  Mace  sold 
at  Is.  5d.  per  lb.  for  small  bright  red.  JVutnwffs  quiet. 
China  Cinnamon  was  bought  in  at  SO.'',  per  cwt.,  and  Casda- 
chijis  at  40s.  per  cwt.  Wild  Cassia-hudii  were  withdi'awn  at 
25s.  per  cwt.  Pepper  quiet  and  unchanged  ;  Singapore  black 
is  selling  slowly  at  Q^d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  Singapore 
white  was  bought  in  at  9|fZ  per  lb.  for  fair,  and  at  \Q\d.  to 
\0\d.  for  fine.  Ceylon  sold  at  Q^d.  per  lb.  Penang  is 
quoted  Z^d.  per  lb. 

Spirit,  Rectified.— There  has  been  a  good  demand  in 
view  of  a  probable  increase  in  the  duty  next  month. 


Sulphur  —The  stocks  of  sulphur  in  Sicily  at  the  end  of 
January  1901  amounted  to  239,601  tonnes  of  13  Sicil.  cantars 
against  277,695  tonnes  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1900. 

Tragacantii. — The  market  is  still  quiet  and  dull.  Fine 
qualities  of  Bagdad  gum  are  scarce  and  wanted.  Owing  to 
recent  heavy  arrivals,  stocks  of  Persian  are  accumulating 
and  prices  of  the  lower  grades  are  easier  :  sales  of  the  better 
qualities  have  been  made  at  13/  5s  to  14Z.  5s.  per  cwt.  In 
auction  7  cases  of  sea-damaged  sold  "  without  reserve  "  at 
12/.  to  13/.  2s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Good  pale  squares  are  quoted  33s.  6//. 
per  cwt.  spot.  The  exports  from  Japan  during  1900  were 
valued  at  561,435  yen  against  642,219  yen  in  1899. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

The  drug -auctions  to-day  comprised  new  goDds  oaly,  the 
assortment  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  ipecacuanha, 
cardamoms,  and  myrrh  was  very  poor  indeed.  The  feature 
of  the  sale  was  the  higher  prices  paid  for  ipecac,  and  values 
generally  tended  upwards  where  business  was  done.  Buchu, 
asafetida,  canella  alba,  dragon's-blood  were  all  dearer. 
Cardamoms  sold  irregularly.  The  following  table  shows  the 
goods  offered  and  sold,  the  figures  referring  to  original 
packages  :— 


Offered  Sold 

Albumen                    8  ...  0 

Aloes — 

Socotrine                77  ...  31 

Ambergris                  2  ...  1 

Anise                     131  ...  10 

Annatto-seed               8  ...  0 

A,afetida                 280  ...  78 

Balsam  Tolu              46  ...  46 

Benzoin — 

Sumatra                25  ...  0 

Bird-lime                   10  ...  0 

Buchu                        5  ...  5 

Calumba                    15  ...  0 

Camphor 

(sweepings)     4  ...  4 


Cannabis  indica 


Cascarilla-bark 

siftings 
Chillies  


Gum  olibauum   20 

Honey  (Calif.)    90 

Cuban    26 

Jamaica   34 

Hydrocotyle  herb  3 
Ipecacuanha — 

(Cartagena)    27 

(Rio  I    30 

.Jamboul-seed    5 

Kino    26 

Myrrh    59 

Oil,  cinnamon    5 

cus-cus    1 

eucalyptus    26 

lemon   8 

1 


Offered  Sold 
0 
0 
26 
17 
0 


10  .. 

.  10 

15  . 

.  0 

234  .. 

.  161 

Patchouli-leaves  ... 

20  . 

.  20 

30  . 

.  0 

42  .. 

.  20 

5  . 

.  0 

Senna — 

1  . 

.  0 

6  . 

.  0 

3  . 

.  3 

Wax  (bees') — • 

16  . 

.  0 

30  . 

.  3 

38  . 

.  0 

Ylang-ylang  

15 
127 
1 


30 
0 
0 
9 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 

1 

9 
0 

71 
7 


Cinchonine  muriate 

Cocaine   

Copra  

Dragon's-blood  

Euphorbia 

pilulifera 

Gum  acacia   

ammoniacum  ... 

Aloes  (Socotrine)  the  only  descripticn  offered,  was  in 
good  demand  at  firm  rates,  75s.  per  cwt.  being  paid  for 
softish  to  good  hard  in  kegs.  Low  drossy,  in  kegs,  brought 
27s.  to  28s. 

Ambergris. — A  tin  of  good  grey  containing  sundry  small 
lumps  of  good  flavour  sold  with  competition  at  99s.  per  oz. 

Anise. — A  lot  of  111  bags  Russian  offered,  of  which  ten 
sold  at  17s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Asafetida  was  one  of  the  few  features  of  the  sale  to-day, 
and  considerably  ilearer  rates  were  paid.  Of  the  first  lot  of 
194  cases  from  Bombay  five  cases  only  sold,  very  brown 
almondy  block  apparently  mixed  with  date  pulp,  but  con- 
taining a  fair  amount  of  gum,  realising  36s.  per  cwt.  (3  cases), 
and  for  the  remaining  2  cases  of  similar  quality  competition 
drove  up  the  price  to  44s.  The  bulk  of  this  parcel  con- 
sisted of  very  common  brown  and  stony  stuff,  which  was 
held  for  25s.  Decidedly  better  quality  was  offered  in  the 
second  parcel  also  from  Bombay,  and  of  the  85  cases  shown 
73  sold  with  fair  competition  at  irregular  but  dearer  rates. 
Some  of  the  prices  paid  were  as  follows:  Very  sandy 
brown  block,  partly  loose,  with  made-up  almonds  and  stones 
coated  with  gum,  35s.  to  37.';.,  down  to  19s.  for  commoner ; 
pale  grey  and  pinky  block,  sandy  and  heavy  with  mica,  but 
containing  a  fair  quantity  of  gum,  70s.  to  80s.  ;  greyish 
broken  block  with  loose  sandy  lumps,  70s. ;  browner  ditto 
1  with  apparently  loo.?e  gum,  the  bulk,  however,  consisting  of 
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coated  gum  brought  from  7Qs.  to  906'.  This  being  the  last 
pile  offered,  buyers  were  eager  for  it,  and  the  coDsequence 
was  that  it  was  relatively  dearer  than  for  what.  70s.  to  80*. 
had  been  previously  paid,  and  that  for  better  quality.  A  small 
consignment  from  the  Persian  Gulf  is  due  to  arrive  shortly. 

Balsam  Toi.u  in  large  tins  sold  at  unchanged  rates,  Is.  Id. 
to  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  being  paid  for  fair  quality.  The  bulk  of 
the  recent  purchases  both  privately  and  in  public  sale  have 
been  for  American  account,  as  the  New  York  parity  is  above 
that  of  this  market. 

Benzoin. — The  stock  during  the  past  month  has  become 
appreciably  reduced,  owing  to  the  good  deliveries  that  have 
taken  place.  Fine  gum  is  much  sought  after,  but  practically 
unobtainable.  In  auction  only  25  cases  of  Sumatra  gum 
were  offered,  consisting  of  very  ordinary  seconds  of  fair 
storax  flavour,  which  were  bought  in  at  11.  10s.  per  cwt ,  a 
bid  of  61.  17s.  6d.  being  refused. 

BucHU. — The  five  bales  offered  sold  readily  at  from  2d.  to 
^d.  dearer  prices.  Is.  to  Is.  Z^d.  per  lb.  being  paid  for  fair 
green  round  but  slightly  mixed  with  yellowish  leaf. 

Calumba. — Small  to  bold  yellow  washed  was  bought  in 
at  52s.  per  cwt. 

Canella  Alba.— Dearer.  Good  medium  tj  bold  quill 
sold  at  50s,  to  53s.  per  cwt. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Fifteen  bales  of  ordinary  tops  were 
held  at  2s.  per  lb.,  at  which  figure  a  fair  quantity  sold 
privately  last  week. 

Cardamoms  — In  slow  demand  at  irregular  but  unchanged 
prices  for  medium  qualities,  and  dearer  for  picked.  Ceylon- 
Mjsores,  fine  bold  pale  selected  (1  case),  sold  at  4s  ;  good 
medium  to  bold  pale,  2s.  lid.  to  3s  ^d. ;  dullish  ditto,  2s.  7^.  ; 
small  to  medium  pale,  2s.  5d.  to  2s.  Qd.  ;  medium  to  bold 
brownish,  2s.  5d. ;  small  to  medium  pale.  Is.  Qd.  to  2s.  ;  very 
small.  Is.  ^d.  to  Is.  6d.  ;  specky  splits  and  pickings,  Is.  Hd. 
to  Is.  5d.  ;  seeds,  Zs.  l\d.  to  2s.  M.  per  lb. 

Cascahilla. — Sifiings  only  offered,  and  sold  at  38s.  for 
bold  and  29s.  to  30s.  for  smaller  ditto. 

Cinchona. — Two  bales  of  Loxa  quill  sold  at  Q^d.  per  lb., 
and  of  30  bales  of  flat  Cartagena  18  sold  at  4|cZ.  for 
damaged.  The  shipments  from  Java  for  February,  amounted 
to  800,000  Amst.  lbs. 

Dragon's-blood  was  abaut  12s  6^^.  to  15s.  per  cwt.  dearer 
compared  with  last  public  sale,  a  case  of  fine  reboiled  lump 
selling  at  10/.  17s.  6^^.  per  cwt.,  subject  to  approval.  Two 
cases  of  ditto,  but  much  mixed  with  inferior  drossy  gum,  sold 
at  the  relatively  high  figure  of  9/.  to  9/.  12s.  Qd.,  subject  to 
approval. 

Honey. — In  fair  demand.  Twenty-six  casks  of  low  Cuban 
hcney  sold  at  17s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Ninety  cases  of  good  pale 
Californian  were  held  at  45s.  ;  a  parcel  of  23  packages 
Jamaica  were  shown,  of  which  six  sold  at  24s.  for  good  set 
Another  lot  of  11  packages  Jamaica  was  cleared  at  from 
20.S'.  Qd.  to  24s.  for  fair,  partly-set  brownish. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  deliveries  for  the  month  of  February 
have  been  excellent,  over  200  packages  of  both  kinds  having 
left  the  warehouse.^,  added  to  which  the  arrivals  this  month 
have  been  small.  Previous  to  the  auction  a  fair  business  had 
been  done  privately  in  both  Rio  and  Cartagena  descriptions. 
In  auction  all  the  Rio  was  readily  sold,  the  iirs^,  selling- 
broker  parting  witi  his  10  bales  at  from  lis.  Qd.  to  lis.  lOd. 
per  lb.  His  confrere,  who  had  20  bales,  also  cleared  his 
catalogue  at  from  lis.  lOd.  to  12s.  Id.  These  prices  mark 
an  advance  of  about  Is.  on  the  last  public  prices.  Cartagena 
was  about  Is.  Qd.  dearer,  compared  with  the  previous  auction 
rates,  5  bags  selling  publicly  at  7s.  to  8s.  Since  the  sales 
there  has  been  further  business  in  Cartagena-root. 

Kino. — Slow  of  sale.  Fine  bright  black  Cochin  in  small 
grains  was  limited  at  Is.  9cZ.  per  lb. 

Myrrh  was  slow  of  sale  in  auction,  and  the  recent  demand 
appears  to  have  eased  off.  For  2  cases  of  good  bright  Aden 
picked  5/.  12s.  Qd  per  cwt.  was  paid,  a  case  of  poor  sorts  sold 
at  55s.,  3  cases  dark  pickings  at  25s.,  a  bag  of  very  dark 
sif tings  at  27s.,  and  2  bags  of  dark  wojdy  ditto  at  12s.  per 
cwt.  Nine  bags  of  good  bright  pale  Aden  sorts  were  bought 
in  at  95s.  nominally,  and  another  parcel  of  41  packages  was 
entirely  bought  in,  fair  picked  at  7/.,  and  good  bright  sorts, 
but  very  dusty,  at  80s  ,  a  bid  of  67s.  Qd.  being  refused  in  the 
latter  instance. 


A  Trieste  report,  dated  February  Is,  states  that  myrrh  is  still 
in  a  very  strong  position,  and  the  choice  in  the  market  is  very 
much  restricted. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — Two  cases  of  "  gbbulus  "  oil  contain- 
ing 63  6  per  cent,  cineol,  according  to  the  printed  analysis, 
were  bought  in  at  Is.  9fZ.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Vetivert. — A  case  sold  "  without  reserve "  at  4s.  Qd. 
per  lb. 

Quince-seed.— A  bag  of  ordinary  Cipe  sold  at  Is.  Zd. 
per  lb. 

Rhubarb. — The  new  rhubirb  offered  to-day  comprised 
20  cases  of  High  dried,  14  cases  of  which  cons-isted  of  fine 
flat,  small  to  bold  sizes,  with  three-quarter  good  pinky  frac- 
ture, and  one-quarter  dark  fracture,  four  ca'^es  of  which  sold 
at  'd\d.  par  lb.  Five  cases  of  good  flit,  mixed  sizes,  three- 
quarter  pinky  and  one-quarter  grey  and  dark  fracture,  part 
wormy,  sold  '■  without  reserve  ''  at  Q\d.  per  lb.  The  deliveries 
during  February  have  been  on  a  larger  scale  than  csual, 
amounting  to  about  100  cases  ;  arrivals  have  been  few. 

Sarsaparilla.— This  important  drug  was  scarce  to-day. 
Three  bales  of  Lima-Jimaica  descrip  ion  of  very  ordinary 
quality,  were  bought  in  at  Is.  l\d.  per  lb.,  a  bid  of  Is.  \d. 
being  refused.  Ten  serons  of  Honduras,  Crown  F  and  S, 
were  bought  in  at  Is.  Id. 

Senna  (Tinnbvelly-), — The  quality  offered  was  very 
common,  but  there  was  a  good  demand  for  it,  and  full  prices 
were  paid — viz  ,  from  Id.  to  l\d.  for  small  to  medium 
yellowish  leaf,  partly  sea-damaged ;  and  Z\d.  for  fair 
greenish.  The  quality  of  the  pods  was  lower  than  usua', 
but  all  were  disposed  of  at  from  Zd.  to  4|<Z.  per  lb.  No 
Alexandrian  offere3. 


Coming  iSventg. 

Monday,  March  4. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C,  at  8  p.m.  Cantor 
Lecture  IV.  Mr.  W.  J.  Pope  on  "  The  Bearings  of  Geometry 
on  the  Chemistry  of  Fermentation." 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (London  Section),  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Adjouraed  discussion  on 
"  The  Occurrence  and  Detection  of  Arsenic  in  Manufactured 
Products."  The  analytical  side  of  the  question  will  be  mainly 
dealt  with. 

Wednesday,  March  6. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C,  at  11  a.m.    Council  meeting. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  3  p.m.    Council  meeting. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Union,  60  Paddington  Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m. 
The  question  of  "  Hours  and  Pay  "  will  be  discussed. 

Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and  Appren- 
tices' Association,  at  9.15  p.m.  Open  discussion,  "  Assistants' 
-  Grievances,"  introduced  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Sturgeon. 

Thursday,  March  7 

Bontgcn  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Ex- 
hibition evening. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  "W.,  at 
9  P.M.  Musical  and  social  evening.  Mr.  H.  Craoknell  in  the 
chair. 

London  College  of  Chemistry,  Pharmacy ,  and  Botany.  Annual 
dinner  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  Mr.  S.  Skewes-Cox,  M.P., 
in  the  chair. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Sudborough  will  read  papers  on  the  "  Nomenclature 
of  the  Acid  Esters  of  Unsymmetrical  Dibasic  Acids," 
"  Additive  Compounds  of  a-  and  /S-naphthylamine  witli 
Trinitrobenzene  Derivatives,"  and  "  Acetylation  of  Aryla- 
mines."  Messrs.  E.  H.  Piekard  and  "W.  Carter  will  read  a 
paper  on  "  Formation  of  Amides  from  Aldehydes. 

Friday,  March  8. 

Boyal  Institution  of  Ch'eat  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Piccadilly, 
W.,  at  9  P.M.  Mr.  W.  A.  Shenstone,  F.R.S.,  on  "Vitrified 
Quartz." 


The  science  lectures  to  be  given  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Hall, 
Waterloo  Road,  S.E.,  during  March  include  lectures  by  Mr.  J.  C. 
Philip,  on  "  Flame  "  (March  5) ;  Mr.  F.  Womack,  on  the  "  History 
of  the  Solar  System"  (March  12);  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Anstey,  on 
"  Bees  "  (March  26).  

Mr.  Geo  S.  Ogg  has  disposed  of  his  business  at  Prestwick 
to  Mr.  R.  Stevenson. 


Fifth  Year, 
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IRcvicw  of  tbe  ilDontb. 


An  important  decision  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  was  given  in  the  King's  Bench  Division  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  on  January  24,  and  is  reported  in  full  in 
the  C.  4'  I^-  for  February  2.  It  was  an  appeal  from  a 
magistrate's  decision  inflicting  a  penalty  under  Section  6  of 
the  1875  Act  for  selling  mild  mercurial  ointment  when 
mercury  ointment  was  asked  for.  The  contention  of  the 
prosecution  was  that  if  an  article  mentioned  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  is  asked  for  by  the  B.P.  name  the  B.P. 
article  must  be  given.  That  contention  was  ably  argued 
by  counsel  on  both  sides,  and  after  taking  time  to  consider 
their  judgment  Mr.  Justice  Bruce  and  Mr.  Justice  Phillimore 
emphatically  upheld  the  conviction.  The  judgment  there- 
fore places  the  position  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  as  a 
standard  on  a  firmer  basis  than  it  was  previously. 

*  *         *  * 

Another  legal  case  of  great  importance  under  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  has  been  decided  in  the  Appeal  Court. 
The  point  at  issue  was  whether  anyone  other  than  a  qualified 
chemist  and  druggist  could  act  as  agent  for  the  sale  of 
arsenical  weed-killer.  The  defendant  carries  on  business  as 
a  florist,  and  acts  as  agent  for  a  manufacturer  of  weed-killer. 
He  took  an  order  from  a  representative  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  for  2  gals,  of  weed-killer,  at  the  same  time  accepting 
payment,  and  gave  a  receipt  in  the  name  of  iind  as  agent 
for  the  weed-killer  manufacturer.  The  County-court  Judge 
dismissed  the  case  on  the  ground  that  there  was  nothing 
to  show  that  defendant  was  the  seller  of  the  article  within 
the  meaning  of  Section  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  The 
defendant  was  held  to  be  merely  a  canvasser  for  orders. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society  appealed  against  this  decision 
to  the  Queen's  Bench  Divisional  Court,  whose  judges  dis- 
missed the  appeal.  The  Society  then  took  the  case  to  the 
Appeal  Court  with  like  result.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
House  of  Lords  will  be  appealed  to,  as  the  results  of  the 
judgment  may  be  very  serious  to  qualified  chemists. 

*  *         *  * 

Two  other  important  decisions  under  the  British  Pharmacy 
Act  have  been  given,  in  the  one  it  has  been  held  that  in  the 
case  of  a  candidate  for  the  examinaticm,  if  he  is  taken  ill 
between  tbe  two  days  of  the  examination,  he  is  only  liable 
to  pay  the  reduced  re-esamination  fee  of  Is.,  instead  of  Zl.  2s. 
otherwise  payable.   The  other,  a  police-court  decision,  was 


in  reference  to  the  correct  name  and  address  to  be  placed  on 

the  label  in  the  case  of  the  owner  of  a  number  of  shops. 

*  *  *  * 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Society  of  Ireland  was  held  on  February  1,  and  the  annual 
social  reunion  the  .following  week.  The  financial  condition 
and  the  number  of  members  is  reported  as  satisfactory. 
The  full  report  of  the  proceedings  is  given  on  page  18. 

*  *  *  » 

From  the  report  of  the  Council  meeting  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland,  which  is  printed  on  page  19,  it 
will  be  seen  that  a  telegram  of  condolence  was  sent  to  King 
Edward  VII.  on  the  death  'of  Queen  Victoria,  and  that  a 
reply  was  received  from  the  King's  Private  Secretary.  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland  also  sent  a 
resolution  to  the  same  effect. 


Ptchlished  at  the  offices  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist" 
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Practical  Methods  of  TJrine-analysis.    I*.  Qd, 
Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

2s.  6d. 


Manual  of  Pharmaceutical  Testing, 
2s.  6d. 


By  B.  S.  Proctor. 


Pharmaceutical  Formulas :  Practical  Recipes  for  the 
Drug-trade.    By  Peter  MacEwan,  F.C.S.    7s.  6d. 

Diseases  and  Remedies :  Survey  of  Modern  Medicine 
for  the  Use  of  Chemists  and  Druggists.    2s.  6d. 

Handy  Book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty.    By  E.  N.  Alpe, 

of  the  Solicitors'  Department,  Inland  Eevenue  Office, 

Somerset  House.    2s.  6d, 
Guide  to    Preliminary    Examinations    in  Pharmacy, 

Medicine,    Dentistry,    Veterinary     Surgery,  and 

Science.    By  Wm.  Dodds.    26'.  6d. 

Veterinary  Counter-practice  :  a  Treatise  on  the  Diseases 
of  Animals,  and  the  most  Suitable  Remedies  for 
Them.  Written  expressly  for  chemists  and  druggists  by 
Members  of  the  Eoyal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons. 
Third  edition,  revised  and  enlarged  to  352  pages,  with 
illustrations.    Price,  3,?.  6d.  net ;  by  post,  3,s'.  lOd. 

These  books  are  stocked  in  Ireland  by 

Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  (Limited),  Dublin, 
and 

Messrs.  John  Clarke  &  Co.  (Limited),  Dublin  and  Belfast' 
from  whom  they  can  be  obtained  at  the  published  price.  ■  " 


18        IRISH  STjPPLEMENT  TO  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


March  2,  1901 


IPbarmaceutical  Sodeti^  of  3relan&« 


COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  Council  met  on  Wednesday,  February  6,  at  67  Lower 
Mount  Street,  Dublin,  the  President  (Mr.  George  Beggs) 
in  the  chair,  the  other  members  present  being  the  Vice- 
President  (Mr.  Bernard),  Mr.  Grindley  (Hon.  Treasurer),  and 
Messrs.  Kelly,  Brown,  Porter,  Simpson,  and  Wells. 

The  Death  of  Queen  Victoeia. 

The  President  said  that  since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council  the  Empire  had  received  a  shock  by  the  death  of 
their  late  beloved  Queen  Victoria,  Immediately  on  hearing 
of  it,  he  took  upon  himself  to  order  a  telegram  of  condolence 
conveying  their  feelings  to  be  sent  to  his  Majesty  King 
Edward  VII.,  trusting  that  his  action  would  be  fully 
approved  of  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Feerall,  the  Registrar,  read  the  text  of  the  telegram 
as  follows  : — 

To  his  Majesty  the  King,  Osborne  : — The  President  and  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  beg  to  express  their  deep 
sorrow  at  the  loss  of  the  beloved  Queen,  whom  they  so  recently 
had  the  honour  and  joy  of  welcoming  to  Ireland ;  and  they  desire 
to  offer  to  your  Majesty  and  the  Koyal  Family  their  respectful 
sympathy. — Abthub  T.  Febrall,  Begistrar. 

The  reply  which  had  been  received  was  as  follows  : — 

The  Private  Secretary  is  commanded  to  convey  the  thanks  of 
the  King  for  the  kind  expressions  of  loyalty  and  sympathy  con- 
tained in  the  message  which  you  have  forwarded  to  his  Majesty. 

The  reply  was  ordered  to  be  inserted  in  the  minutes. 
Another  School  Refused. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Academical 
Institute,  Belfast,  forwarded  particulars  of  the  classes  carried 

fi  in  that  institution.  These,  it  was  stated,  were  held  from 
P.M.  each  day  of  'he  week,  except  Saturday,  when  they 
began  at  1  p.m.,  and  were  for  botany,  materia  medica, 
theoretical  and  practical  chemistry  (including  pharma- 
ceutical), and  practical  pharmacy. 

The  Peesident  said  this  letter  was  an  answer  to  inquiries 
which  had  been  ordered  by  the  Council. 

The  Vice-President  said  there  was  a  resolution  on  the 
books  that  the  iiumber  of  schools  already  on  their  list  for 
recognition  should  not  be  added  to,  and  he  did  not  see  why 
it  should  not  be  adhered  to. 

A  reply  was  ordered  to  be  sent  that  the  Council  did  not 
see  their  way  to  adding  to  the  list  of  recognised  schools. 

Members  Resign, 

Letters  resigning  membership  were  read  from  Dr.  W.  P* 
Connolly,  of  Mitchelstown,  and  Sir  Thomas  W.  Robinsom 
Bart.,  of  Kingstown. 

The  President  said  they  were  very  sorry  to  lose  Sir 
Thomas  Robinson,  and  he  proposed  that  they  should  ask 
him  to  reconsider  his  decision,  and  that  they  should  make  a 
similar  request  to  Dr.  Connolly. 

Mr.  Beown  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  agreed  to 
unanimously. 

Counter-prescribing. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Samuel  Hogg,  of  Shankhill  Road, 
Belfast,  urged  the  Council  to  take  action  against  the  practice 
of  counter- prescribing.  The  extent  to  which  the  practice 
prevailed  in  Belfast  was,  he  said,  enormous;  and  if  the 
Uonnoil  wanted  information  on  the  subject  he  referred  them 
to  the  Coroner  of  the  city. 

.  The .  President  :   We  have  never  countenanced  the 
practice  of  counter-prescribing. 
The  Vice-President  suggested  that  a  resolution  should 

rbe  passed  condemning  it. 

Mr.  Wells  asked  what  was  "  counter-prescribing  "  ?  The 
difficulty  was  to  define  it.  In  England  the  other  day  a  man 
gave  a  woman  a  little  ipecacuanha  and  squills  for  a  cough,  and 
tne  result  was  that  he  was  afterwards  dragged  up  for  man- 
slaughter. He  maintained  that  a  pharmaceutical  chemist 
might  give  a  cough-bottle  if  he  was  asked  for  it ;  but  what 
the  law.prahibited  VaS  his  attempting  to  diagnose  the  case. 

.  ,  Finally; , on  the  motion,  of  tjiis  Vice-President,  the 
"ItjIIo  wing  resolution  was  passed : — 


That  this  Council  does  not  recognise  counter-prescribing  by 
any  of  its  licentiates,  and  asks  the  assistance  of  its  members  in 
putting  down  such,  if  it  does  exist. 

Correspondence. 

Letters  were  received  from  Sir  Edward  M.  Hodgson  and 
Sir  Thomas  W.  Robinson  acknowledging  the  congratulations 
of  the  Council  on  the  honours  of  knighthood  conferred  on 
them.  Sir  T.  Robinson,  in  his  letter,  assured  the  Council 
that  he  duly  appreciated  the  fact  of  his  being  the  first 
member  of  the  Society  who  had  attained  such  a  distinction. 

A  letter  was  also  received  from  Mr.  John  Gordon,  K.C., 
M.P.,  thanking  the  Council  for  their  congratulations  on  his 
election  as  a  member  of  Parliament. 

The  Tullamore  Case. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Messrs.  Casey  &  Clay,  solicitors  to 
the  Council,  in  reference  to  prosecutions  at  Tullamore.  The 
letter  stated  that  Delany,  an  assistant  of  Messrs.  P.  &  H. 
Egan  (Limited),  had  been  fined  51.  without  costs  for  an  un- 
lawful sale  of  poison,  but  that  the  case  against  the  company 
had  been  dismissed  with  Zl.  costs  against  the  Society,  the 
Magistrates  holding  that  the  word  "  person  "  did  not  include 
a  body  corporate.  The  solicitors  desired  to  know  whether 
they  should  call  on  the  Magistrates  to  state  a  case. 

Mr.  Wells  said  this  was  one  of  the  grossest  cases  that 
had  ever  come  before  them.  The  summons  was  first  brought 
against  the  assistant,  and  the  Magistrate  refused  to  convict 
because,  he  said,  it  should  have  been  brought  against  the 
company.  In  order  to  give  him  his  way  they  issued  a  fresh 
summons  against  the  members  of  the  company,  and  took  an 
appeal  in  the  other  case  to  the  King's  Bench,  who  referred 
it  back  to  the  Magistrate  to  be  heard.  The  Magistrate, 
finding  that  he  had  to  convict  the  assistant,  did  so  without 
giving  costs  to  the  Society,  and  he  dismissed  the  case 
against  the  company  with  2Z.  costs  against  the  Society.  The 
Law  Committee  had  gone  into  the  matter  fully,  and  had 
decided  to  direct  Mr.  Clay  to  appeal  against  the  decision  of 
the  Magistrate. 

Other  Business. 

Donations  were  received  from  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  of  a  copy  of  their  Tear-book  for  1900 ;  from  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association  of  a  copy  of  their 
PToceedings  for  1900 ;  and  from  the  Director  of  the  Well- 
come Chemical  Research  Laboratories  of  copies  of  pamphlets. 
Thanks  were  voted  to  the  donors.  ' 

The  Examiners'  reports  showed  that  at  the  last  Preliminary 
examination  25  candidates  presented,  of  whom  12  passed ; 
that  at  the  Licence  examination  13  presented,  of  whom  8 
passed,  and  of  the  latter  number  6  had  passed  through  the 
schools  of  the  Society;  that  in  the  Registered  Druggists' 
examination  in  Belfast  6  presented  and  4  passed ;  that  in 
the  Dublin  Registered  Druggists'  examination  4  presented 
and  2  passed;  and  that  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Assistants' 
examination  one  candidate  passed. 

The  President  said  the  Hon.  Treasurer  (Mr.  Grindley) 
was  of  opinion  that  the  attendance  of  students  at  the 
Theoretical  Chemistry  school  should  be  made  compulsory. 

Mr.  Brown  :  That  can  hardly  be  done  before  October  1 
next. 

Mr.  Grindley  said  he  would  give  notice  of  a  motion  on 
the  subject  for  the  next  meeting. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  members  of  the 
Society  :— Messrs.  Richard  Blair  (Cork),  Hugh  Crail  (Belfast), 
Harry  Hoskin  (Bandon),  and  Samuel  Hogg  (Belfast). 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


The  Calendar. 

The  new  edition  of  the  Calendar  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  has  just  been  issued.  The  work  is  a 
careful  compilation  of  the  several  Acts  regulating  pha,rmacy 
in  Ireland,  lists  of  pharmaceutical  chemists,  chemists  and 
druggists,  registered  druggists,  assistants  to  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  and  members  and  associates  of  the  Society.  A 
summary  of  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the  Society 
shows  it  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  to  students  a  par- 
ticularly useful  portion  is  that  which  gives  the  papers  set  at 
the  various  examinations  during  1900.  The  Calendar  is 
corrected  up  to  January  2,  1901,  and  copies  (1*'.  Qd.  each) 
can  be  had  from  ,  Mr.  A.  T.  Ferrall  (Registrar),  '67  Lower 
Mount  Street,  Dublin. 
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Cbemi0t0*  anb  Druoaists'  Society? 
of  3relanb» 


NOKTHERN  BRANCH. 

THE  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on  February  1 
at  Garfield  Chambers,  Belfast.  The  President  (Sir  J. 
H.  Haslett,  M.P.)  attended,  but  was  unable  to  remain,  owing 
to  indisposition.    In  his  absence  Mr.  J.  Frackelton  presided. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin)  submitted  the 
annual  report,  which  showed  that  the  Society  had  ninety- 
five  members— nine  more  than  last  year.  The  Treasurer's 
report  showed  a  small  balance.  Reference  was  made  in  the 
report  to  the  company-pharmacy  clause  in  the  Company 
3ill,  and  the  stamp-trading  system.  The  report  recom- 
mended that  the  Government  be  urged  to  appoint  a  com- 
"mittee  to  determine  standards  of  purity.  The  reports  were 
adopted. 

The  election  of  oflacers  and  committee  was  then  pro- 
ceeded with,  and  resulted  as  follows  : — Sir  Jas.  H.  Haslett, 
M.P.,  being  very  wisely  re-elected  President,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  S.  Gibson,  seconded  by  the  Chairman  ;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Messrs.  Thos.  McMullan,  W.  Doig,  S.  Clotworthy,  J. 
Hogg,  W.  Jamison,  and  J.  Watson ;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  S. 
Gibson ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin ;  committee, 
Messrs.  S.  Acheson,  J.  Brown,  J.  Carse,  J.  Campbell,  R. 
Cambridge,  J.  Frackelton,  W.  L.  Gibson,  J.  Gillespie,  A.  R. 
Hogg,  S.  Hill,  W.  Lyttle,  J.  McClement,  S.  McDowell,  T.  W. 
Reynolds,  J.  Richardson,  J.  H.  Shaw,  S.  SufEern,  J.  Walsh, 
R.  A.  Jamison,  and  J.  A.  McConkey ;  Hon.  Solicitor,  Mr.  R. 
Diamond,  Donegall  Street. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin  a  warm  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  Mr.  H.  Renton  for  his  services  to  the  Society  in  the 
past.  Reference  was  also  made  to  this  gentleman  having 
recently  resigned  his  position  as  Secretary  of  the  Belfast 
Grocers'  Association,  and  to  the  loss  the  Chemists'  Society 
would  sustain  thereby.  It  was  unanimously  resolved  to 
nominate  him  for  election  as  an  honorary  member.  Mr. 
Renton  acknowledged  the  compliment  paid  him. 

It  was  also  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin, 
seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Frackleton,  to  forward  the  following 
resolution  of  condolence  to  King  Edward  VII.  on  the  death 
of  Queen  Victoria : — 

That  we,  the  members  of  the  North  of  Ireland  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Association,  respectfully  tender  to  his  gracious  Majesty 
the  King,  the  Queen  Consorfc,  and  the  other  members  of  the  Royal 
Family,  our  sincere  sympathy  with  them  in  the  death  of  our 
beloved  Queen  ;  and  desire  to  convey  to  his  Majesty  the  expres- 
sion of  our  loyal  attachment  to  his  person  and  throne,  and  our 
earnest  prayer  that  he  may  be  long  spared  to  reign  over  this  vast 
empire. 

The  meeting  afterwards  adjourned. 


The  annual  social  reunion  of  this  Society  was  held  on 
February  8  in  St.  George's  Cafe,  Belfast,  and  was  a  distinct 
success.  Sir  James  Haslett,  who  was  in  the  chair,  addressed 
the  meeting  after  tea,  and  said  another  year  had  elapsed 
since  their  last  social  meeting,  and  while  they  could  scarcely 
claim  to  have  made  money  during  that  time,  he  was  quite 
certain  they  had  all  tried  by  honest  industry  to  carry  on 
their  business  on  legitimate  lines.  Their  trade  was  a  some- 
what difficult  and  intricate  one,  and  he  hoped  the  chemists 
and  druggists  in  the  city  would  continue  in  the  future  as 
they  had  done  in  the  past  to  earn  their  bread  by  strictly 
honest  methods.  An  excellent  musical  programme  was 
then  gone  through,  the  accompaniments  being  supplied 
by  Mr.  J.  H.  McBratney.  The  opening  item  was  the  "  Blue 
Bell  Waltz,"  played  by  Mr.  Burland's  mandoline  band,  who 
subsequently  also  contributed  the  "  Rialto  March."  Mr. 
J.  W.  W.  Agnew  gave  "•  Blow,  Blow  thou  Winter  Wind  "  in  re- 
fined style,  and  was  equally  successful  in|his  treatment  of  the 
popular  song,  '•  OfiE  to  Philadelphia,"  and  later  gave  an 
admirable  rendering  of  Judge  "Skipper."  "Nil  Desper- 
andum  "  was  sung  by  Mr.  John  Gilmore,  who  responded  to 
an  encore  with  "Genevieve."  Miss  Holmes'  rendering  of 
•'  I  Couldn't,  Could  1 1 "  was  excellent.  "  The  Lady  Clare  " 
was  recited  by  Mr.  Robt.  Diamond,  who  was  warmly 
applauded.   Mr.  W.  Dickson  contributed  "  Norah,  the  Pride 


of  Kildare  "  and  "  The  White  Squall,"  which  were  heartily 
applauded. 

Selections  on  Edison's  "Grand  Concert " phonograph,  lent 
by  Mr.  T.  E.  Osborne,  were  played  at  intervals,  and  a  number 
of  stereoscopic  slides  exhibited  by  the  same  gentleman 
added  interest  and  variety  to  the  entertainment.  I'lash-light 
photographs  of  the  committee  having  been  taken  by  Mr. 
A.  R.  Hogg,  dancing  was  engaged  in  until  a  late  hour.  Light 
refreshments  were  served  during  the  evening. 

The  success  of  the  reunion  was  largely  due  to  the  efforts 
of  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin),  who  was  assisted 
by  Messrs.  W.  J.  Gibson,  John  Frackleton,  and  R.  A. 
Jamison.  The  ladies  who  presided  at  the  tea  which 
inaugurated  the  proceedings  were  Mrs.  Gibson,  Mrs.  Carse, 
Mrs.  McConkey,  Mrs.  Walsh,  Mrs.  Frackleton,  Mrs.  McDowell, 
Mrs.  Roberts,  Mrs.  Hill,  Miss  Kirk,  and  Miss  Hogg. 


%etter0  to  tbe  lEbitor. 


Surgeon  as  Pharmacy-demonsti-ator. 

Sir, — In  the  "  Irish  Supplement"  for  February  I  notice  a 
letter  referring  to  the  recent  appointment  in  the  Cecilia 
Street  School  of  Medicine,  in  which  the  writer  defends  the 
action  of  the  governors  on  the  pretext  that  no  application  for 
the  position  was  received  from  any  pharmaceutical  chemist. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Registrar  was  approached  by  a 
gentleman  of  ten  years'  standing  as  a  pharmacist,  and  a 
medallist  of  materia  medica  of  the  school,  and  was  informed 
that  when  the  appointment  was  being  filled  he  would  be  kept 
in  mind.  I  have  already  challenged  the  Registrar  in  the 
Dublin  press  to  remove  any  misconception  that  may  exist  in 
this  matter  by  a  public  statement,  but  that  gentleman  has 
wisely  remained  within  his  shell.  Despite  the  ingenious 
methods  of  your  correspondent,  he  cannot  deny  that  the 
demonstratorship  in  pharmacy  in  the  Cecilia  Street  School  is 
now  held  by  a  gentleman  whose  only  knowledge  of  that 
subject  is  perhaps  the  slender  "  three  months'  course  "  of  a 
medical  student.  Yours  faithfully, 

ARGUS.  (74/76.) 

No  Appeal. 

Sir, — Referring  to  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Ballinrotae  Union  re-  analyses  of  some  medicine  sup- 
plied to  them  and  other  Unions  mentioned — viz.,  "  Glycerin 
pepsin  " — I  may  state  that  this  article  was  sent  by  me  to 
the  medical  officers  direct  as  received  from  the  makers, 
Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool.  The  Dublin  analysts 
havihg  found  fault  with  it  I  sent  it  to  the  makers,  who  had 
it  analysed  and  found  it  correct,  copy  of  which  report  I  sent 
to  the  Local  Government  Board.  There  appears  a  serious 
difference  of  opinion  amongst  the  analysts,  and,  there  beiHg 
no  appeal  from  the  L.G.B.  analyst  as  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  I  have  to  remain  under  censure 
without  any  redress.  Yours  truly, 

Sligo,  February  9.  P.  N.  White. 

Education  and  Examinations. 

Sir, — The  case  of  personation  at  the  Preliminary  examina- 
tion is  exciting  great  comment  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
examination.  I  enclose  you  a  docket  written  by  an  appren- 
tice of  two  years'  standing,  educated  in  one  of  our  leading 
Catholic  colleges,  and  who  has  passed  the  Preliminary 
examinations  of  both  the  College  of  Surgeons  and  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland.  The  document  speaks  for  itself ; 
comment  is  needless.  The  order  was  for  a  "  Clinical  Ther- 
mometer." Yours  truly, 

Veritas.  (72/4.) 

[The  docket  is  made  out  for  a  "  cyclometer,"  which  seems  to 
show  that  the  young  man  was  on  cycling  thoughts  intent. — Ed.] 


"  ViETERiNARY  COUNTER-PRACTICE." — That  there  is  a 
growing  appreciation  among  American  pharmacists  of  just 
the  kind  of  information  that  is  supplied  in  this  handbook  is 
evident  from  the  frequent  publication  in  the  pharmaceutical 
journals  of  papers  and  essays  giving  particulars  of  treatment 
and  formulas  for  the  diseases  of  horses  and  cattle.  The 
book  is  well  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  pharmacist's  library. — 
American  Dniggist.  -  . 
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IPractfcal  Botes  an^  jformul^. 


Syrup  of  Tebpine. 

M.  SlOARD  suggests  the  following  as  furnishing  a 
product  pharmaceutically : — 

Tetpine   5ij 

Tincture  of  vanilla   3j. 

Alcohol  (90-per-cent.) 
Glycerin  ... 
Simple  syrup  ... 
Clarified  honey 


good 


Biij.  5vj. 
Sviij.  5iij. 
Bvj.  5ij. 


LOCUST-DESTEOYING. 

The  experiments  in  the  destruction  of  locusts  at  the 
Grahamstown  Bacteriological  Institute  have  been  very 
successful.  The  result  has  been  to  show  that  by  creating 
what  is  called  "  locus  fungus  "  whole  swarms  of  locusts  may 
be  destroyed.  With  a  few  tubes  of  fungus  five  swarms  were 
destroyed  in  four  days  and  fifteen  more  in  the  next  ten 
days ;  that  is  to  say,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  these  creatures 
were  destroyed  before  they  had  been  able  to  inflict  any 
injury. 

Identifying  Fibres. 

Boil  the  fibre  in  a  2-per-cent.  solution  of  caustic  alkali, 
wash  and  suspend  in  water,  and  pass  chlorine  through  till  the 
fibre  is  thoroughly  bleached.  Kinse  the  material  in  alcohol 
and  mount  in  Canada  balsam.  The  fibre  is  then  examined 
by  the  microscope,  using  polarised  light.  The  markings  are 
more  distinctly  brought  out  when  the  analyser  and  polariser 
are  in  such  relative  positions  that  the  field  is  almost  totally 
dark.  To  distinguish  between  sisal  and  manila  is  one  of  the 
hardest  problems  of  fibre  identification,  but  little  trouble 
has  been  found  after  treating  the  fibres  in  the  manner 
described  above.  Sisal  is  very  much  coarser  than  manila, 
and  tapers  considerably  more  ;  when  properly  prepared  the 
dark  centre  is  seldom  apparent.  It  has,  however,  after  the 
treatment  mentioned  above,  peculiar  markings,  having  trans- 
versal cross-markings  which  appear  to  form  X's  upon  the 
fibre.  The  distinction  between  cotton,  wool,  and  silk  is  well 
marked,  but  with  flax  and  ramie  a  difficulty  is  found  on 
account  of  the  close  resemblance  to  each  other.  The  ultimate 
fibre  of  ramie  is  usually  coarser,  the  bamboo-like  joints  are 
larger  and  more  marked,  and  have  a  different  appearance 
from  that  of  flax  as  seen  with  a  moderately  high-power  lens. 

Colouring  Carnations. 

The  fad  for  colouring  white  carnations  green  has  some- 
what abated,  but  it  may  be  as  well  to  place  on  record  the 
best  method  of  doing  it.  Acid  wool  green  B  and  naphthol 
green  B  both  give  pretty  effects  when  the  stalks  of  white 
carnations  are  dipped  in  the  solution.  Naphthol  green  B 
acts  slower  than  acid  wool  green  B.  Crocein  scarlet  is 
used  in  the  same  way  for  turning  a  white  carnation  pink  and 
cyanole  extra  when  blue  flowers  are  wanted. 

Teional  Mixture. 

Trional    5ij- 

01.  amygdal.  dulc   5j. 

Gum.  acac   5iv. 

Syrup,  tolutan.    3j. 

Aquse  aurant.    5iv. 

Aquse  dest.  q.s.  ad   |iv. 

M.   Ft.  emulsio, 

— Journal  Am.  Med.  Assoc. 

Croup-mixtuee. 

The  following  mixture  is  highly  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Holt,  New  Orleans,  in  the  treatment  of  croup  : — 

Chloralis    gr.  Ixxv. 

Potassii  bromid   gr.  xlv. 

Ammonii  bromid   gr.  xxx. 

Aquse  cinnamomi   B'j- 

M. 

One  teaspoonful  for  a  dose,  which  may  be  repeated  in  twenty 
minutes  if  not  relieved. 

The  dose  is  ari'anged  for  a  S-year-old  child. 


For  Tonsilitis. 

In  the  Medical  Summary,  Dr.  Dantzler  recommends  the 
following : — 


Potass,  cliloratis 
Tr.  guaiaci  ammon. ... 
Tr.  cinchonEB  comp. ... 
Mellia  ... 

Acacise   

AquEe  ad   


2  dr. 

6  dr. 

ear. 

6  dr. 
q.s. 
4  oz. 


M. 


Sig. ;  A  teaspoonful  used  as  a  gargle  in  a  little  water  three  or 
four  times  a  day.  Swallow  J  dr.  or  1  dr.  three  times  a  day; 
children  require  a  smaller  dose. 

Staining  Onyx, 

The  staining  of  onyx  is  well  understood,  and  is  now  reduced 
to  a  certainty,  so  that  it  is  said  that  any  ancient  and  pre- 
sumably natural  tint  can  be  artificially  produced  with  great 
accuracy : — 

Beds  by  means  of  pernitrate  of  iron. 

Black  by  oil,  honey,  or  sugar. 

Blues  by  iron  followed  by  ferro-cyanide  of  potassium 
Greens  by  nitrate  of  nickel. 

Heat  alone  will  often  darken  and  improve  the  colour  of  an 
onyx. 

Sulphuric  acid  will  often  improve  the  colour  of  an  onyx 
when  metallic  oxides  already  exist  within  it. 
Nitric  acid  will  often  pale  an  onyx. 

The  white  or  crystalline  layers  are  seldom  meddled  with. 
They  can  only  be  slightly  reddened  superficially  by  painting 
with  a  solution  of  iron  or  a  little  thickened  by  heat  or  strong 
acid. — Mr.  Cyril  Davenport,  lefore  the  Society  of  Arts. 


Belfast  3mport0  anb  lEyports 
for  1900. 


THE  following  statement  shows  the  quantities  of  imports 
and  exports  into  and  from  Belfast  during  the  twelve 
months  ended  December  31, 1900,  of  drugs  and  chemicals 


Ammonia 

Ammonia  (sulphate) 

Antimony   

Arsenic   

Bluestone  ... 

Copperas   

Cream  of  Tartar 
Drugs  and  chemicals 
Earth  (Fuller's) 

Fustic...   

Ginger   

Indigo  

Isinglass   

Juice  (liquorice)  ... 
Juniper-berries 
Logwood  (ground)  ... 

Madder   

Mastic,  

Perfumery   

Pumice-stone 

Quicksilver  

Saltpetre   

Salts  

Shellac 

Soda  and  soda-crystals 
Soda  (nitrate  of) 

Soda  (ash)   

Sponges   

Sulphur   

Sumach  ...  _  ... 
Turpentine  (spirits  of) 

Varnish   

Vinegar 

Vitriol   


Imported. 

Exported. 

90  tons 

3  cwt. 

1  ton 

309  tons  ■ 

5  tons 

8  tons 

801  tons 

27  tons 

77  tons 

8  tons 

129  tons 

4  tons 

1,079  tons 

41  tons 

21  tons 

2  cwt. 

2  tons 

47  tons 

1  ton 

4  cwt. 

10  cwt. 

7  tons 

7  cwt. 

108  tons 

6  cwt. 

1  ton 

7  tons 

1  ton 

2  tons 

7  cwt. 

5  tons 

7  cwt. 

3  cwt. 

93  tons 

1  ton 

173  tons 

7  cwt. 

8  tons 

4  cwt. 

4,211  tons 

180  tons 

3,596  tons 

428  tons 

3,964  tons 

180  tons 

6  tons 

6  tons 

119  tons 

3  tons 

7  tons 

436  tons 

63  tons 

317  tons 

10  tons 

112  tons 

7  tons 

875  tons 

11  tons 
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Paris  €x!)ibltlon>  1900-Britl$D  mm$. 

GRAND  PRIX 

FOR 

TOILET  SOAP. 


Th.e  Higlaest  Award  for  Toilet  Soap 
at  the  Paris  Exhibition  in  1889  was 
a  Gold  Medal,  and  th.e  only  Gold 
Medal  awarded  solely  for  Toilet  Soap 
was  gained  by  Messrs.  Pears. 

At   the   1900    E:x:hibition   at  Paris 

the 

BiflDest  flioarg  Obtainable  for  anptDina 

WAS  THE 

GRAND  PRIX, 

and  that  also  was  awarded  to 

Messrs.  PEARS. 

and  was  the  only  one  allotted  in  Great 
Britain  for  Toilet  Soap. 
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BOILEAU  &  BOYD,  LTD. 

Telegrams— "  Boileau  Dublin."         (ESTABLISHED   1700.)  Telephone  No.  226. 

UIDite  Cead  Grinaers  -  -  Paint  l))anuTacturer$. 

_   s  MANUFAWOmSfG   CHBMISTST  WH^^^  — 

WHITE   LEAD^^  ^ 


PAINTS, 

VARNISHES, 
SPECIALITIES, 


Price  Lists  and  Shade  Cards  on 


Guaranteed  the  finest  English  corroded  Lead 

ground  in  pure  Linseed  Oil. 
Reduced  can  he  supplied  in  3  lo-wer  grades. 
Q-round  in  oil  or  mixed  ready  for  use. 
Mixed  Paints  put  up  in  attractive  lever-topped 
tins,  1  lb.,  2  Ih.,  4  lb.,  or  7  lb.,  guaranteed 
to  be  the  best  quality. 
For  all  purposes,  including  Oil  and  Spirit. 
French  Polish,  Combination  Varnish  Stains, 

in  tins  of  1  pint  and  upwards. 
Patent  Driers,  Liquid  Driers,  Putty. 
Stainers  finely  ground  in  oil,  turps,  or  water. 
,  Anti- corrosive    Paints,    for    ironwork  and 

exterior  use  generally. 
Non-poisonous  Paints  in  all  the  art  tints  for  in- 
side decoration,  equal  to  any  in  the  market. 

application.         Special  Terms  to  Large  Buyers. 


ST,  BRIDE'S  COLOUR  MILLS,  DUBLIN. 


Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland. 


EXAMINATIONS. 

All  Examinations  are  held  during  the  months  of  January,  April,  July, 
and  October,  viz. : 

The  Preliminary  Examinations  on  the  FIRST  TUESDAYS. 

The  Pharmaceutical  License  Examinations  on  the  SECOND 
WEDNESDAYS  and  following  days. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Assistants  Examinations  on  the 
SECOND  MONDAYS. 

The  Registered  Druggist  Examinations  on  the  SECOND 
TUESDAYS.   

All  Applications  must  be  lodged  with  the  Registrar^  and  fees  paid,  a  clear 
forlnight  before  the  dates  of  the  respective  Examinations. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SCHOOLS  OF  CHEMISTRY, 
BOTANY,  AND  MATERIA  MEDICA. 

The  Chemistry  School  is  under  the  direction  o£  Professor  Tichborne. 
LL.D.,  F.i.c,  L.R.C.S.I.,  and  Diplomate  in  Public  Health,  assisted  by  Mr.  P. 
Kelly,  m.p.s.i.,  and  JSIr.  F.  N.  Binks,  late  "  Young  "  Scholar  of  Anderson's 
College,  Glasgow. 

The  Botany  and  Materia  Medioa  School  is  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  J.  N. 
Laibd,  B.A.,  Large  Gold  Medallist  and  Sen.  Med.  T.O.D.,  and  Mr.  J.  S. 
Ashe,  m.p.s.i.,  Medallist  and  Prizeman  in  Materia  Medioa,  r.c.s.i.,  &c.,  i&o. 

The  Fees  for  the  Oourjes,  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the 
Society,  are  as  follows 


Theoretical  Chemistry   

Practical  Ohemistry  (Deposit  3/6) 
Botany  and  Materia  Medica  (combined) 


FOR  FURTHER  PARTIOITLARS  APPLY  TO 

THE  REGISTRAR,  67  LOWER  MOUNT  ST.,  DUBLIN 


p.  A.  LESLIE  &  CO. 

Wholesale  and 

Export  Druggists, 

Bride  Street,  DUBLIN 

^^EGr  to  inform  their  friends  and  the  Trade 
generally  that  their  Warehouses,  Laboratories, 
and  Millrooms  having  been  inspected  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  His  Majesty's  Admiralty,  they  have 
been  placed  on  the  list  of  those  firms  invited  to 
contract  for  the  supply  of  Drugs  to  His  Majesty's 
Navy. 

This  is  a  signal  honour,  and  is  the  first  time  any 
Irish  firm  has  obtained  such. 


Close  Quotations  for  Selected  Drugs,  Pure  Chemicals, 
and  Standardised  Pliarmaceutical  Preparations 
sent  on  application. 
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The  City  of  Dublin  Drug  Hall 


  _  AND 

SPOl^GSS— JIl  S]peoia>lity. 

HONEYCOMB  SPONGES,  UNBLEACHED. 

A  A.  Oases  of  200  pieces,  Toilet  shapes,  £3  10s.,  averaging  i^d.  each,  to  retail  at  6c?.  to  8c?.  each. 
BB.  Oases  of  150  pieces.  Toilet  shapes,  £3  15s.,  averaging  6d.  each,  to  retail  at  9d.  to  Is.  each. 
CC.  Cases  of  100  pieces,  Toilet  shapes,  £3  15s.,  averaging  9c?.  each,  to  retail  at  Is.  to  Is.  3c?.  each. 
DD.  Cases  of  100  pieces,  Toilet  shapes,  £5,  averaging  Is.  each,  to  retail  at  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  each. 
EE.  Cases  of  80  pieces,  assorted  shapes,  £Q,  averaging  Is.  Qd.  each,  to  retail  at  Is.  9d.  to  3s.  &d.  each 
All  Sitonges  sent  carriage  paid  and  on  approval, 

AGENTS    FOK    JOHAN    THESEN    &    CO.'S    (BEEGEN,  NOEWAY) 

li^lISTEST     IVOIV  -  JPREEZIIVG^     COI>     LIVER  OIL, 

In  25-gal.  Casks,  5-gal.  Tins,  or  Winchester  Quarts.    Prices  and  samples  on  application. 

Agents  for  Ireland  (part  Of  Ulster  excepted)  fo7the  MITCHAM  JAPAN  &  VARNISH  CO.,  MITCHAM,  LONDON. 

SPECIALITiES-IVORY  WHITE  JAPAN  AND  WHITE  COPAL  VARNISH. 

McKEONE'S  AMERICAN  OATMEAL  SOAP,  specially  recommenoed  for  Ladies, 

At  4s.  3d.  per  doz.  tablets ;  48s.  per  gross. 
BELFAST  AGENTS— Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Haslett. 

Gold  Leaf,  Fellows'  Syrup,  Carter's  Little  Liver  Pills,  Kond's  Buonymised  Cocoa, 
Hoyte's  Weed  Killer,  Aspinall's  Enamels,  Brown's  Leaf  Brand  Hat  Reviver,  &c.,  &c. 


BISCUITS  Hebow  No.  1. 

Px>ep£t]7ed    from    tlie    Foi^mula,    supplied  toy 

W.  D.  HASLAm,  Esq.,  M.D. 


COMPOSITION, 

Subnitrate  of  Bis- 
muth and  Purified 
Vegetable  Charcoal. 


MANUFACTURED  ONLY  BY 


NOTE. — They  are  as  palat- 
able and  inviting  as 
ordinary  luncheon  bis- 
cuits, and,  are  much 
relished  by  sufferers  from 
indigestion. 


HEARON,  SQUIRE  &  FRANCIS,  LIMITED, 


Wholesale  and  Export  Druggists,  Analytical  and  Manufacturing  Chemists, 
3S  &  40   SOUTH W ARK   STREEST,   I^Oli^DOISr,  S.E. 


